
 

 

2021 IN KOSSUTH COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Kossuth County for a #STRONGIOWA. 

The Kossuth County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Serving the People of Kossuth County 

As Iowans adjusted to life during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

ISU Extension and Outreach continued to prioritize health 

and safety as we delivered research-based education to the 

people of Kossuth County. During 2021 we offered a variety 

of programs for both adults and youth across Kossuth 

County. 

Prior to April 15, more than 200 private pesticide 

applicators were recertified through continuing instruction 

courses.  These CICs were offered locally both in-person as 

well as online to meet the needs of applicators. 

To help producers understand their options for 2021, a Farm 

Bill Meeting was held on February 23.  Producers and other 

interested parties were able to attend the meeting in-person 

or virtually. ISU Extension and Outreach Farm Management 

Specialist Kelvin Leibold and local FSA staff presented at the 

meeting. 
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Youth in kindergarten through third grade 

participated in a day-long camp where 

they explored healthy eating and worked 

in teams to prepare foods. They learned 

about germs and food safety, and got 

moving in this fun and healthy day camp. 

Participants were provided with a take 

home recipe packet of everything they 

made during the day so they could make 

the snacks for their family and friends.  

The participants learned cooking skills 

such as cutting, mixing, and measuring. 

They also had the opportunity to explore a 

variety of fruits and vegetables. The rule of 

the day was to try at least one bite of 

every dish that was made. Many youth 

were surprised to find that they liked items 

they didn’t think they would like and even 

asked for seconds! The most popular 

recipe of the day camp was the fruit salad 

recipe, which included the following 

ingredients: frozen orange juice, apples, 

oranges, and bananas. Other recipes 

were for breakfast splits, wraps, veggie 

taste test, and quick black been salsa.  

This day camp was originally only planned 

for one session. We filled the spots in the 

first week the registration was open and 

started a waitlist. We then decided to add 

a second session because it was so 

popular. That session filled up quickly as 

well. Forty youth participated in Kids in the 

Kitchen during the summer of 2021. 

Over 20 local gardening enthusiasts participated in a Seed 

Exchange on April 12, hosted in partnership with the Burt 

Public Library and the Algona Area Garden Club. Participants 

learned about seed starting from Kossuth County Master 

Gardener intern Tracy Walker and had the opportunity to 

collect different seeds from the Seed Savers Exchange, as 

well as local gardeners. 

On June 5, more than 50 adults and children participated in 

our agriculture-themed StoryWalk®. The walk featured the 

book My Family’s Soybean Farm and was hosted in 

partnership with the Algona Area Chamber of Commerce, 

Kossuth County Farm Bureau, and Laura Soybeans, as well 

as several State Street businesses in Algona. Children 

learned about soybean farming and sampled soy goodies. 

Each family also received a free copy of the book, courtesy of 

the Iowa Agriculture Literacy Foundation and Early Childhood 

North Central Iowa, who helped sponsor the event. 

The Farmland Leasing Meeting held Aug. 18 provided 

seven participants information on current cash rental rate 

trends and other leasing topics. ISU Extension and outreach 

Farm Management Specialist, Kelvin Leibold presented the 

meeting. 

On Oct. 19, a Customer Service Workshop was held in 

partnership with the Algona Area Chamber of Commerce, as 

well as the Tietz Entrepreneurial Center at Iowa Lakes 

Community College. Customer service employees and small 

business owners who attended learned the five steps of 

excellent customer service. Program Coordinator Meredith 

Nelson led the workshop. 

In 2020 we became members of the Algona Area Chamber of 

Commerce.  On April 16, we hosted our first Chamber Coffee 

to celebrate ISU Extension and Outreach Week. The coffee 

included extension-themed goodies, as well as a prize 

drawing. On June 23, we were excited to participate in the 

chamber’s ag-themed Party in the Park.  In addition to live 

music and the meal the chamber provides, we coordinated 

with local partners to provide ag-themed exhibits including the 

SPOTLIGHT 
Kids in the Kitchen 



 

 

 
Iowa Corn trailer, a tractor display, and the 

Marsh Madness trailer from Iowa Learning 

Farms. Kossuth County Farm Bureau 

members were present to answer questions 

participants had about agriculture. 

During the 2020-2021 4-H year, Kossuth 

County had 231 members participating in 11 

clubs. The Clover Kids afterschool program 

had 30 youth participate in the fall session 

and 24 youth participate in the spring session.  

The Kossuth County Fair returned in 2021, 

providing the opportunity for youth to 

demonstrate what they had learned through 

their 4-H project work over the past year.  

More than 1,420 entries were made for the 

2021 Kossuth County Fair between static and 

livestock exhibits.  

The ever popular Babysitting Clinic was 

held twice for youth fifth grade and older. This 

clinic teaches youth information on what it 

means to be a successful and competent 

babysitter. The Babysitting Clinic registration 

always fills up quickly whenever it is offered. 

4-H members had opportunities to expand 

their project learning by attending project 

workshops throughout the year. Projects 

workshops held included:  

• Sign Painting Workshops 

• Holiday Break Take and Make Kits 

• Woodworking Workshop 

• Herb Garden Workshop 

• Photography Challenge Workshop 

• $15 Clothing Challenge Workshop 

• Pie Crust Workshop 

Due to varying COVID-19 restrictions in 

Emmet, Palo Alto, and Kossuth counties, the 

yearly EPAK (Educational Partners, 

Agriculture & Kids) field trip for 4th graders at 

the Palo Alto County Fairgrounds was cancelled. After 

receiving feedback from local schools, Gate to Plate was 

developed and hosted in Kossuth County as an alternative 

event. More than 300 area fourth- and fifth-grade students 

came to the Kossuth County Fairgrounds to learn and 

develop an understanding of the impact agriculture has on 

their everyday lives. Local partners and sponsors included 

Kossuth County Farm Bureau, Kossuth County 

Conservation, Farm Credit Services of America, Smithfield, 

Iowa Corn, and the Iowa Soybean Association.  

In 2020 COVID-19 caused us to cancel our Progressive Ag 

Farm Safety Day® for area third graders. A decision was 

made in partnership with our planning committee to host  

third- and fourth-grade students in 2021 to ensure these 

youth were able to learn the imperative safety skills taught at 

farm safety day. More than 400 area students attended, 

learning about various safety topics. The ATV session was 

revamped, inspired by a local partnership, which included 

Kossuth Regional Health Center, Kossuth County Sheriff’s 

Office, and the Stead Family Children’s Hospital at the 

University of Iowa. Students learned about the importance of 

wearing a helmet and riding the correct size ATV, as well as 

what happens if you go to the Emergency Department with 

an ATV-related injury. A local student who was previously 

injured in an ATV accident also shared their story. Based on 

feedback received from teachers and students, the session 

was effective and many students indicated they would wear a 

helmet while operating an ATV if not doing so already. 
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specialist, the Shop Soon, Shop Small social media campaign 

was developed. Our Facebook page featured local businesses 

to show their uniqueness in Kossuth County. 

According to a 2017 ISU survey, more than half (60 percent) of 

the farmland in Iowa was owned by people over 65. With this 

statistic in mind, in combination with the lasting effects of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, we decided to offer a farm succession 

workshop, Your Farm, Your Future. The event was held 

December 2 at Iowa Lakes Community College in Algona. 

Twenty-five participants heard from Kelvin Leibold, ISU 

Extension and Outreach farm management specialist; Kitt 

Tovar Jensen, staff attorney with the ISU Center for Ag Law 

and Taxation; and Steve Ferguson, ag program specialist with 

the Iowa Finance Authority. Tips for beginning farm succession 

planning, ideas for a harmonious transition, and beginning 

farmer loan and tax credit program information was shared. 

Event partners included Iowa Corn, Iowa State Bank, Kossuth/

Palo Alto County Economic Development Corporation, and 

Kossuth County Farm Bureau. In the post-workshop 

evaluation, nearly 70% of attendees indicated they would start 

a conversation with their family about farm transition planning.  

Looking ahead to 2022, ISU Extension and Outreach in 

Kossuth County will continue to provide programming and 

education to engage local citizens in reducing the stigma 

around mental health, as well as provide programming to help 

our next generation of farmers be successful. 
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Working toward Recovery 

As our state works toward recovery, ISU 

Extension and Outreach in Kossuth County 

has been engaging Iowans in addressing 

mental health, as well as supporting Iowans in 

reviving the Iowa economy, including the farm 

economy. 

Rural isolation in combination with a lack of 

mental health services and impacts of the 

COVID-19 pandemic has taken a toll on 

Kossuth County residents’ mental health. On 

November 9, nearly 40 concerned citizens 

and employees from local law enforcement, 

health care, faith groups, and other 

organizations were trained in QPR and 

learned the simple steps to help save a life 

from suicide: Question, Persuade, and 

Refer. A partnership was formed with Care 

Connections of Northern Iowa and Eyerly Ball 

Mobile Crisis to host the training. Bre Degalau 

and Carrie Lair with Eyerly Ball Mobile Crisis 

Response led the training and provided a 

presentation about the local Mobile Crisis 

Response resource. 

County staff had a vision to help encourage 

residents to shop local over the holiday 

season.  With support from Leah Feltz, ISU 

Extension and Outreach social media 

specialist, and Lisa Bates, ISU Extension and 

Outreach community economic development 


