
Extension Council Members 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 

Kossuth County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

• K-12 Youth Outreach 

• Agriculture and Natural Resources 

 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Over 35 Kossuth County youth in kindergarten 

through third grade participated in Clover Kids in 

2019. Clover Kids helps young children develop 

life skills that are essential for their cognitive, 

social, emotional, and physical maturation by 

providing unique, age-appropriate educational 

opportunities.  

Over 230 Kossuth County youth in fourth through 

12th grade were members of their local 4-H club 

in 2019. 4-H helps build our future leaders by 

empowering our youth with skills to become 

successful, contributing members of society. In 

2019, our 12 local 4-H clubs completed a variety of 

projects to help their local community.  These 

projects ranged from adopting a family in need 

during the holidays and spearheading a drive to collect items for 

local individuals in need to organizing events for youth and adults 

in their communities. 

Fifteen county 4-H youth in eighth through 12th grade were 

selected to be a part of the Kossuth County 4-H Council in 2019. 

The County 4-H Council is a group of young adults who are in a 

key position to provide leadership to the county 4-H program.  

A Cake Decorating Workshop for Kossuth County 4-H’ers was 

held on Tuesday, Nov. 5. The workshop was taught by Vickie 

Steenhoek of Algona. Twenty youth gathered at Vickie’s workshop 

where they were all given a round cake. Steenhoek then taught the 

children techniques to roll out fondant to cover their cake. This 

fondant cover served as the base for the kids to then create their 

own design on their personal cake.  
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Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Kossuth County for a #STRONGIOWA. 



On Dec. 27, 20 youth between the ages of 11 

and 13 gathered for seven hours of babysitting 

training. Youth gained information on what it 

means to be a successful and competent 

babysitter. Topics covered included handling and 

caring for infants and small children, how to be 

safe and sound on the job, understanding ages 

and stages of children from 0-10, how to handle 

dangers and emergencies, and the Business of 

Babysitting. Through all these topics, youth 

learned how to be responsible babysitters.  

Ag related school programming impacted over 

350 youth in 2019.  Third graders learned 

imperative safety skills at Farm Safety Day, at 

which more than 40 volunteers taught about 

electricity, farm equipment, grain safety, and 

more. Educational Partners for Agriculture and 

Kids (EPAK), a regional event, focused on 

modern day agriculture education to our 

increasingly urban population. Youth gained a 

strong awareness of the agriculture industry that 

supports much of this county’s economy.  

Agriculture and Natural Resources 

On May 29, Delayed Planting Workshops were 

held in Kossuth County.  Over 75 crop producers 

learned agronomic effects of delayed planting 

from ISU Extension and Outreach Field 

Agronomist Paul Kassel. Producer questions 

related to crop insurance and business 
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management were also answered by Nicole Tifft with 

Cornerstone Insurance and Kelvin Leibold, ISU Extension and 

Outreach farm management specialist. Angie Christian, Kossuth 

County FSA executive director, also provided an update from an 

FSA standpoint.  

A Farmland Lease Meeting was held near Algona in August.  

Over 20 land owners, tenants, and other interested parties 

gained an understanding of the cash rental rate survey as well 

as factors driving 2020 rental rates, including market trends, 

tariffs, and the new Farm Bill. ISU Extension and Outreach Farm 

Management Specialist Kelvin Leibold led the workshop. 

Three Farm Bill Meetings were held across the county in 

September and December. Over 70 farmers and other interested 

parties were provided guidance to review their options under the 

2018 Farm Bill. Kelvin Leibold, ISU Extension and Outreach farm 

management specialist, and Angie Christian, Kossuth County 

FSA executive director, discussed rules and regulations of the 

Farm Bill, as well as online resources to help owners and 

operators in their decision-making process.  ISU Extension and 

Outreach family life specialists also joined the meetings to 

promote healthy strategies for recognizing and coping with 

stress. 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach of Kossuth, Palo 

Alto, and Emmet counties, along with the Iowa Corn Growers 

Association, Iowa Soybean Association, and Farm Bureau 

collaborated to put on Dine on the County Line. This was a 

unique program where individuals not involved with production 

agriculture were invited to a farm for an evening of education 

about agriculture practices.   
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