
 

 

Serving the People of Jones County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Jones County began 2020 

focused on the following efforts: 

• Having multiple programing going on for all ages was the 

focus. For the youth, we offered Switch to encourage eating 

fresh foods while becoming more active and Ricochet 

programs in the schools.  

• We held coffee breaks every other Monday with seniors 

teaching them about finance and health.  

• We offered Women in Ag and held Commercial and private 

pesticide trainings at our location. 
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Preservation offerings go virtual 

Iowans struggled to find food at the 
grocery store during the pandemic and 
responded by expanding their vegetable 
gardens, or starting a new one. This 
increased the need for food preservation 
training as evidenced by increased Answer 
Line questions on preservation. We 
responded by providing free on-line food 
preservation classes. Seven basic food 
preservation sessions were held with 339 
participants from 80 counties in Iowa, 20 
other states, and Canada. Due to 
participant feedback, and in keeping with 
pandemic restrictions, additional sessions 
were offered on seasonal apple and 
tomato preservation. These eight sessions 
reached 111 participants from 50 Iowa 
counties and 6 other states. Overall, 450 
participants attended a preservation class 
and 75% of the participants indicated they 
were very likely to preserve food after 
taking a class. 

Additional data and information can be 
found in the ‘Participants from your 
County’ emails you received from your 
Nutrition and Wellness Specialist. 

1. Food Preservation 101 - Participants 
from your county 

2. Totally Tomatoes & All About Apples - 
Participants from your county 

On behalf of the Food Preservation 

Team – Jill Weber, Holly VanHeel, 

Renee Sweers, Kelsey Salow 

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU Extension 

and Outreach prioritized health and safety as we developed 

new ways to bring research-based education to the people of 

Jones County. We remained open for business and we 

continued to educate, engage, and serve Iowans. 

• The start of the pandemic, we closed our doors for two 

weeks starting the end of March and staff worked from 

home. After two weeks, we had a limited staff members 

working in the office from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. We had 

doors locked, signs posted on our doors asking to call 

and to schedule an appointment. Covid-19 signs posted 

on the front doors to remind folks not to enter if they were 

sick or not feeling and to call Jones Extension for 

assistance. 

• Jones County Extension had interns start in May who 

helped pack Wednesday bags and help with getting 

virtual camps ready to go by June. 

• Wednesday bags included learning and hands on 

activities for youth to do every Wednesday from May until 

Middle of July. 

• Jones County reopened the office to public starting in 

June.  We posted signs for everyone to sign in for 

contact tracing and recommend face coverings.  

• Our office worked as a team to get camp bags ready to 

go for youth throughout the summer. The camp themes 

were: Family Camp, Discovery camp (What if you 

had…), Where We live camp, Water Connects Us All. 

Crops Field Team 

• Individual field calls are being conducted in person (with 

social distancing, etc.) and phone and e-mail 

conversations also occur.  Much of Iowa State University 

Extension and Outreach crops programming has shifted 



 

 

 

to online offerings due to COVID-

19. Jones County is a member of the 

Southeast Iowa Agricultural Research 

Association, which owns and co-

manages the Iowa State University 

Southeast Research and Demonstration 

Farm near Crawfordsville, Iowa. The 

Spring Field Day was conducted virtually, 

and this farm was the only Iowa State 

University (ISU) research farm to conduct 

a Spring Field Day in 2020. The Spring 

Field Day presentations are available 

on the farm’s Facebook page: https://

m.facebook.com/ISUSERF/. Based on 

this model, a statewide Fall Field Day 

was conducted during the week of 

August 1, 2020. The presentations for the 

Fall Field Day, along with other crops-

related videos, are available on the ISU 

Crops Team YouTube channel: https://

www.youtube.com/channel/

UCpBCq1iQV6r9R-XQutOH4ig. Looking 

forward, ISU Crops programming will be 

mostly through on-line offerings during 

the winter of 2020 - 2021. Details, 

including updates, can be found 

at CropsTV: http://www.aep.iastate.edu/

cropstv/.  

Providing a County Fair Experience 

Although the traditional fair was not possible 

because of the pandemic, ISU Extension and 

Outreach Jones County worked with our 

partners to provide an alternate experience 

to demonstrate and showcase the work of our 4-H youth. 

• Jones County held multiple meetings with fair and 

superintendents of each show to brainstorm ideas of 

how keep everyone safe and healthy during the fair and 

discuss ideas on what changes need to be made at the 

fair.   

• Virtual livestock shows on Facebook allowed for social 

distancing while allowing family members to enjoy 

watching their 4-H’ers at the virtual fair. Those that did 

static and horticulture projects, were included in a 

slideshow on the Jones County Extension web page. 

The slide show included a picture of the project and the 

ribbon received.  

• The livestock shows occurred with limited number of 

people and strongly encouraging participants to wear 

masks and frequent use of hand sanitizer. 

• Jones County extended the livestock shows out to 

seven days instead of the traditional five days of fair. 

Our livestock shows were show and go style with one 

species per day. 

• We had static project judging without the 4-H’ers 

present; they dropped projects off on Friday thru Sunday 

before fair and judged projects on Monday. The 4-H 
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member picked up their projects on 

Thursday and Friday at the end of fair. 

• Horticulture judging was held in a show 

and go style. The 4-H members dropped 

off their horticulture projects on Saturday 

morning and they were judged mid-

morning and picked up with their ribbons 

that afternoon. 

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Jones County 

is determined to help Iowans help each 

other.  

Looking ahead to 2021, ISU Extension and 

Outreach Jones County will expand 

educational opportunities for youth. As the 

pandemic continues, many schools and 

families are struggling to create meaningful 

learning experiences for students who may 

have unreliable access to technology, 

whether in the classroom or at home. ISU 

Extension and Outreach partners with 

schools and local organizations to support 

children, youth, and families in nonformal 

learning environments. We provide age 

appropriate, online and offline learning 
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experiences and resources for K-12 youth. Our programs 

connect youth with caring adults in a safe environment for 

positive youth development. 

ISU Extension and Outreach Jones County will provide 

research-based programs and materials for youth to address 

the impacts of covid-19 such as isolation, being home alone, 

access to food and cooking for themselves.  

Jones County will pilot two virtual cooking classes with 

groups of 10-20 youth by the end of next year. After we 

evaluate the impacts of two virtual classes, the goal is to 

increase this offering. We will collect feedback from the 

youth on pros and cons of the cooking classes and make 

necessary adjustments to the course for the greatest impact 

in teaching youth how to prepare food. 
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