
 

 

The Johnson County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Serving the People of Johnson County 

As Iowans adjusted to life during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
ISU Extension and Outreach continued to prioritize health 
and safety as we delivered research-based education to the 
people of Johnson County. During 2021, we focused on the 
following efforts: 

• Commercial and private applicator continuing education 
courses, tree pruning workshop, Cow Calf Clinic, 
commercial and confinement manure applicator 
certifications, Master Gardener program activities, 
ServSafe and various 4-H events including virtual and in
-person delivery of Pick a Better Snack and Big Brothers 
Big Sisters match events 

 
Working Toward Recovery 
As our state works toward recovery, ISU Extension and 
Outreach Johnson County has been focused on engaging 
Iowans in addressing mental health.  
In April, we offered What About Me? My Wellbeing virtually.  
The introductory, research-based program covers taking 
time for oneself, relationships, social and emotional health, 
finances, and physical health. This free program had 7 
attendees over the four week course. 
In November, Johnson County hosted Youth Mental Health 
First Aid where adults could learn to identify, understand 
and respond to signs of mental illness and substance use 
disorders in youth. The training provided adults the skills to 
reach out and provide initial support to youth and help them 
connect to the appropriate care. There were 10 attendees at 
the Johnson County session. 
 

2021 IN JOHNSON COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Johnson County for a #STRONGIOWA. 

Brent Bonner 
Extension Council Chair 
 
Marianne Klouda 
Vice Chair 
 
Lori Donahoe 
Treasurer 
 
Luann Pisarik 
Secretary 
 
Scott Ritter  
Council Member 
 
 
 
 

Greg Kuntz 
Council Member 
 
Jenny Lichty 
Council Member 
 
John Schneider 
Council Member  
 
Scott Stutsman 
Council Member 



 

 

Farmland Lease Workshop 
Johnson County hosted 1 of 82 statewide 
locations for Farmland Leasing and 
Management workshops on  
August 5th.  
The workshop focused on increasing 
knowledge for Iowa farmland owners and 
tenants on topics impacting the millions of 
acres under agricultural leases in 2022. Topics 
included: cash rent and land value surveys, 
improving tenant and landowner 
communications, ISU and other web based 
resources, properly writing and terminating a 
farm lease and determining fair cash rent with 
crop economic uncertainty. 
One of the 20 participants said “I’ve attended 
these in the past and every year I learn more 
about how the crops are doing all around Iowa 
and I have more confidence in knowledgeably 
communicating with my renter.” Another 
participant appreciated the face-to-face 
interaction and opportunity to ask questions. 
 

Youth Ag Exploration Day 2021 
On September 29th and 30th southeast Iowa 
high school students participated in the Ag 
Exploration Day event held at the Southeast  
Iowa Research and Demonstration Farm near 
Crawfordsville. Approximately 140 students 
participated from nine schools in this two-day 
event.  
The goals of this event were to engage 
students in hands-on learning, get students 
excited to enter careers in agriculture, teach 
students skills they can use at home, and 
provide networking opportunities. Students 
rotated through 5 stations, learning about a 
variety of topics ranging from livestock and 
crops to precision agriculture and horticulture. 
Additionally, students had the opportunity to 
visit with local community colleges, ISU, and 
they also participated in a career mixer with 
local industry leaders.    
Students were asked to share what they 
thought about the day, and here is what they 
said:  

• 96% shared that because of Ag Exploration 
Day, they were starting to think more about 

the type of education they needed in the future. 

• 89% shared they learned about colleges that would be a 
good fit for them.  

• 94% felt that the Ag Exploration Day helped them explore 
or think about future career pathways 

The plan is to offer this event annually at the research farm, 
and the event was made possible by the support and 
generosity of many local sponsors.  
 

Showcasing 4-H at the County Fair 
The Johnson County Fair returned in 2021, providing the 
opportunity for youth to demonstrate what they had learned 
through their 4-H project work over the past year. 
This year we had 267 youth participate in the fair with a total 
of 2,222 entries. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement 
or accommodation inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. ADV.21.04G. 

Extension Staff 
Katharinna Bain, Regional Director, kbain@iastate.edu  

Brittnee Schneider, Office Coordinator, bschn@iastate.edu  

Isabella Sexton, County Youth Coordinator, igsexton@iastate.edu  

Kristina Tebockhorst, Ag Engineer, ktebock@iastate.edu  

Ryan Drollette, Farm Management Specialist, drollett@iastate.edu  

Patrick O’Malley, Commercial Horticulturist, omall@iastate.edu  

Rebecca Vittetoe, Field Agronomist, rka8@iastate.edu  

Amey Kollar, Youth Program Specialist, akollar@iastate.edu  

Daleta Thurness, Big Brothers Big Sisters Director, daletac@iastate.edu 

Gene Mohling, Director of Field Operations, mohling@iastate.edu  

Students learning about potential issues that could arise when a cow 
is calving and how to maneuver a calf to get it delivered safely. Pho-
to courtesy of Rebecca Vittetoe.  

Johnson County 4-Her’s posing for a picture following the beef show 
on the last day of the fair. 
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