2018 IN JOHNSON COUNTY
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research
and resources. We are working with the people of Johnson County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.
Johnson County Extension Council
Every Iowa county has an elected extension council that
guides local educational programming by partnering with
staff. From needs assessment through program
implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the council
represents the issues and people of the county.
We have identified these local issues as priority topics
for current and future programming:






Communities
Agriculture and Natural Resources
Human Sciences
K-12 Youth Outreach

Communities
Johnson County Extension was pleased to offer the
2018 Non-Profit Management Academy series. The goal
of the program is to enhance the management skills of
those serving nonprofit human services groups,
hospitals, government agencies, faith-based
organizations, private schools, art and cultural
organizations, environmental groups, and others in the
nonprofit sector. Participants gain new ideas, contacts
and a network of professional support, new information
and increased knowledge, and suggestions on how to
apply the information presented in each course.
This years program reached 75 unduplicated
participants and 47 community agencies were served.
We had 132 total class participants of which 54

registered for CEU’s to receive a certificate of Non-Profit Management
from Iowa State University. The quality of instruction was outstanding and
course leadership was offered by individuals who are experts on the
subject matter.
We want to thank the sponsors who support the series and recognize the
need for professional development. The co-sponsors for 2018 were Iowa
State University Extension and Outreach, Johnson County; Iowa State
University Extension and Outreach, Linn County; the Larned A. Waterman
Iowa Nonprofit Resource Center; the United Way of Johnson County; and
Johnson County Social Services.

Agriculture and Natural Resources
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach of Johnson County hosted
40 participants at the Pro-Ag Outlook and Management Seminar on
December 5. Meetings held across the state in November and December
were designed to provide agribusiness leaders with a concise evaluation
of current market conditions, expected trends in crop and livestock
income potential and management implications. Participants received an
overview of the agricultural industry and learned how changes may affect
Iowa producers.
Speakers included ISU Extension and Outreach state specialists Chad
Hart, associate professor in economics and extension grain markets
specialist; Wendong Zhang, assistant professor and extension economist;
and Lee Schulz, associate professor and livestock economist. ISU
Extension and Outreach field specialists also presented at the meetings.
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This program takes a deep look into the outlook for
agriculture in 2019 and provides an opportunity to
discuss the current situation with university experts on
the Iowa economy.

Human Sciences
ServSafe is a class for those with oversight and
management responsibility in any type of foodservice
operation, ServSafe® is the food safety certification
course developed by the National Restaurant
Association Educational Foundation. It is one of several
programs accredited by the American National
Standards Institute - Conference on
Food Protection in meeting Certified
Food Protection Manager (CFPM)
requirements. The
ServSafe® program blends the latest FDA Food Code
and food safety research in a program offered by
specialists with years of food sanitation training
experience. In Johnson County more than one hundred
and forty participants learned current best practices
related to safe food handling and cleaning and sanitizing
as well as tips on how to implement essential food
safety practices and create a culture of food safety. The
8-hour course includes a resource workbook and
concludes with a certification exam.
K-12 Youth Outreach
4-H in Johnson County includes clubs, Big Brothers Big
Sisters, afterschool programs, Pick a Better Snack,
summer 4-H on Wheels and Clover University, and
community partnerships.
▪450 youth participated in 4-H clubs and Clover Kids. In
the words of a graduating senior, “I have grown
tremendously during my nine years in the 4-H program.
I am leaving with a far greater skill set, lifelong
friendships and many memories that I will treasure
forever.”
▪2,310 first and second graders participated in Pick a
Better Snack nutrition education focused on eating more
fruits and vegetables. In the words of a second grade
teacher, “Pick a Better Snack was a great learning
experience for my class. PABS planted a seed that lets

them know they can make positive eating habit choices for being
healthy as they grow.”
▪Every week, 100 youth participated in 4-H Afterschool at four Iowa City
elementary schools. Funded through a sub-grant with the Iowa City
Schools, 4-H youth participate in STEM “hands on” education. In the
words of an afterschool member from a partner school, “The youth
really love all things 4-H, it’s so hands on and interactive that they are
really engaged.”
▪15 fifth to eighth grade youth participated in the Grow It Cook It
summer camp in cooperation with the North Liberty Community Pantry
and the Johnson Co. Extension Master Gardeners. 100% gained new
cooking skills, can demonstrate safe ways to prepare food, and gained
skills in serving the community.
▪45 youth and their mentors were enrolled in the 4-H Big Brothers Big
Sisters Club as part of the National 4-H Mentoring Grant. Youth and
mentors meet one to one, monthly for 4-H meetings/activities and six
times during the year for family nights. A mentor reports: “At 4-H BBBS,
my “little” gets to see the community and learn new things.”
BBBS in partnership with 4-H has seen growth in a number of areas:
▪Awarded a grant from Johnson County Social Services, Juvenile
Justice Youth Development to expand 4-H/BBBS Afterschool
Programming to Solon Middle School for the 2018-2019 school
year. “Spartan Life” hit the ground running with full capacity.
▪Satellite office in Oskaloosa opened in October 2017 and began
making matches in March 2018 and is currently supporting 9 matches,
with a goal of 20 in the first year.
▪BBBS launched their new brand in 2018, (see logo), “Defenders of
Potential”.
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