
 

 

Serving the People of Jefferson County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Jefferson County began 2020 

focused on the following efforts: 

 Our 4-H and Youth Outreach efforts were focused on 

youth throughout the county in 4-H clubs and school-

based programming. 

 Agriculture outreach opportunities included Commercial 

and Private Pesticide continuing instruction courses, as 

well as Commercial and Confinement Manure applicator 

certification courses. The garden on the fairgrounds, in 

collaboration with Master Gardeners, was also a focus 

area for programming. 

 

 

 

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU 

Extension and Outreach prioritized health and safety as we 

developed new ways to bring research-based education to 

the people of Jefferson County. We remained open for 

business and we continued to educate, engage, and serve 

Iowans. 

 Beginning in March all programs were either offered 
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virtually or face-to-face following the 

Open for Iowa guidelines.  

 We continue to model safe practices by 

wearing masks, sanitizing daily and 

practicing social distancing.  

 

 

 

Providing a County Fair 

Experience 

Although the traditional fair was not possible 

because of the pandemic, ISU Extension and 

Outreach Jefferson County worked with our 

partners to provide an alternate experience 

to demonstrate and showcase the work of 

our 4-H youth. 

 Static judging day was a successful 

socially-distanced event where youth had 

scheduled judging times, maintained a 

six-foot distance with judges and on-

going sanitation efforts. Many comments 

from families this year were that this was 

an incredibly smooth and easy process. 

 For livestock shows, each species came 

the night before their show and left 

afterwards. Face coverings and physical 

distancing were encouraged at shows.  

 Using a different approach to the 

livestock sale, we saw a 47% increase in 

revenue for youth! 
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Summer Programming 

With the need for alternative summer programming due to 

COVID-19, Jefferson County Extension and Outreach made 

plans to distribute more than 1,000 On-the-Go lessons be-

fore the end of the summer. Partnering with local organiza-

tions like the library, summer lunch program and a local 

bank, distribution was a community effort. The On-the-Go 

kits were a great way to reach new families throughout the 

county. More than 60% of the youth reached through this 

program were not previously involved in 4-H youth develop-

ment programming. 

 

 

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Jefferson County is determined 

to help Iowans help each other. Looking ahead to 2021,  

ISU Extension and Outreach Jefferson County is committed 

to helping reviving the Iowa economy, including the farm 

economy. ISU Extension and Outreach believes in the pow-

er of entrepreneurs and the value they bring to our commu-

nities. We support small businesses, entrepreneurs, farm-

ers, families and individuals with research-based training. 


