
 

 

The Jasper County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always. 

Thank you for your support. 

Serving the People of Jasper County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Jasper County began 2020 

focused on the following efforts: 

 Youth helped others by sewing quilts and facemasks 
and packing meals for the Heartland. They learned more 
about citizenship and their government by participating in 
the 4-H Legislative Day at the state capitol.  

 The Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP), 
offered in person, free tax counseling, preparation, and 
filing.  Senior volunteers also served as mentors and read 
books one-on-one with youth in schools. 

 Child Care Providers received certification credits by 
participating in CPR and other classroom trainings  

 Farmers and Ag Business personnel received Pesticide 
Certification through face-to-face trainings 

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU 

Extension and Outreach prioritized health and safety as we 

developed new ways to bring research-based education to 

the people of Jasper County. We remained open for 

business and we continued to educate, engage, and serve 

Iowans.  
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2020 IN JASPER COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Jasper County for a #STRONGIOWA: 



 

 

Providing Educational 

Experiences in New Ways 

 4-H - Quilts of Valor group changed 

their focus and began making masks from 

home with virtual guidance from leaders  

 Supplies for the Bucket of Junk welding 

contest were distributed so kids could create 

their sculptures at their homes.  

 Virtual programming such as STEM Lit 

to Go, Keep Moving, the Livestock 

Skillathon, and family Bingo were developed 

to help youth continue to grow and learn 

 Although the traditional fair was not 

possible, Jasper County Extension 

worked with our partners to provide an 

alternate experience to demonstrate and 

showcase the work of our 4-H youth. 

 
Early Childhood Education 

With increased restrictions, some provider 

trainings were moved online. The virtual 

option is offered statewide, increasing 

accessibility and making it possible to reach 

nearly 300 participants.  CPR and First Aid 

workshops continued to be held face to face 

as hands-on aspects are required. Safety 

measures were put in place, including limiting the number of 

participants.  

RSVP– Staff  and volunteers adapted the in person Income 

Tax program to a drop off system.  We extended our season 

by a month, making it possible to serve an additional 75 

people who would not have been able to file their returns 

without the service.  611 low income families and senior 

citizens had their taxes filed on time by the RSVP volunteers, 

putting money back into their pockets and the local 

community. 

Master Gardeners- Jasper County Master Gardeners 

made big impacts during a difficult year. The local economic 

impact of Covid-19 resulted in more families than ever 

struggling with food security issues. Our mission of feeding 

those in need felt even more important after Newton took a 

direct hit from the derecho in August. Volunteers rose to the 

occasion and made sure their communities were served. 

Through the Growing Together Garden project, 1,150 lbs of 

fresh produce was donated to our local food pantries.   

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Jasper County is determined to 

help Iowans help each other. Looking ahead to 2021, we will  

partner with businesses, CED organizations and communities 

across the county and region to develop and work toward 

identified common goals for economic recovery.   

Extension will provide educational and facilitation resources to 

help families and communities thrive while achieving positive 

economic outcomes. 
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