2018 IN JASPER COUNTY
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research
and resources. We are working with the people of Jasper County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.

Jasper County Extension Council
Every Iowa county has an elected extension
council that guides local educational programming
by partnering with staff. From needs assessment
through program implementation and evaluation
of outcomes, the council represents the issues
and people of the county.
We have identified these local issues as priority
topics for current and future programming:
 Economic Development example
 Food and the Environment example
 Health and Well-being example
 K12 Youth Outreach Example

Economic Development
According to the 2015 Annual Population Estimates, 18.3% of the
population in Jasper County is age 65 or older. According to the
US Census Bureau’s 2011-2015 American Community Survey, the
median household income for Jasper County is $55,053 and 9.6%
of people have incomes that place them at or below poverty level.
Hiring a tax professional is costly and, therefore, may create a
financial hardship for Jasper County individuals. The Retired and
Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP), which is sponsored by Iowa
State University Extension & Outreach, offers free tax counseling,
preparation, and filing. Through this Tax Assistance program,
residents overcome the barriers of complying with federal and state

Extension Council Members
Dan Badger
Extension Council Chair

Jeff King
Council Member

Julie Van Manen
Council Member

Dale Miller
Interim Regional Director

Michael Lauterbach
Council Member

Karna Ver Ploeg
Council Member

Jenny Michael
Council Member

Vicki Wade
Council Member

Marji Smith
Council Member

Gordon Wickenkamp
Council Member

income tax laws. The program also offers them
convenient access to electronic filing and
possible refunds. During the 2018 tax filing
season, 675 local residents were served by our
Tax Assistance Program. From these returns,
more than $955,287 was generated for Jasper
County residents through refunds received.

Health and Well-Being
Extension invests in the health and wellbeing of
Iowa children.
In Jasper County, eighty-three percent of children
under the age of 6 need child care while their
parents work, and there is an ongoing need for
well-trained child care professionals. Early Care
& Education (sponsored by Iowa State University
Extension & Outreach) works to support early
child care programs within the county through a
variety of local training, educational materials,
coaching and technical assistance. Programs
offered help providers meet recommendations for
staff training, health and safety guidelines, and
meaningful adult/child interactions. During Fiscal
Year 2018, approximately 97 hours of training
were offered on a wide range of topics, in
addition to 236 technical assistance requests
from programs in the area.

Food and Environment
Agriculture faces many new challenges and it
is the responsibility of ISU Extension and
Outreach to deliver research-based information to
achieve a strong Iowa. Working with Specialists
from ISU Extension and Outreach, Jasper County
has delivered various agriculture-focused
programs, with topics including: lawn care, home
gardening, farmland leasing, pesticide applicator
training, and manure management.
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Jasper County Master Gardeners have logged 254
volunteer hours in 2018, valued at $5,651.50. In 2018,12
people attended Master Gardener Training. Master
Gardeners volunteered on various projects including
maintaining a donation garden to provide fresh produce to
local food pantries. Master Gardener volunteers donated
569 pounds of fresh produce to food pantries in Jasper
County.
Jasper County’s local foods program is working to
increase the production, sale, and consumption of local
foods in Jasper County. Local food producers in the county
meet throughout the winter season to network and receive
training. Marketing is a major barrier to farm profitability and
sustainability. Specialists from ISU Extension and Outreach
will work with local producers to improve their production
capacity and ability to make informed decisions about farm
finance and marketing.

K-12 Youth Outreach
The Jasper County 4-H Program is comprised of 300 youth
in grades kindergarten through twelfth, belonging to 14
community clubs, with 32 adult leaders. Youth interested in
archery, robotics, canine and equine education have the
opportunity to join one of our four special interest clubs.
County wide educational & community service opportunities
include 4-H Officer Training, Meals from the Heartland, the
4-H festival of trees, project workshops such as
recordkeeping, quilting, pie baking, livestock fitting.
One senior 4-H member attended the Citizens for
Washington Focus trip to Washington DC. Seven 4-H
members attended the State 4-H Leadership Conference at
ISU, twenty two junior 4-H members learned about zoology
and animal at the Henry Doorly Zoo, and thirteen
intermediate 4-H’ers learned the history of the Badlands
and Black Hills.
K-12th grade outreach opportunities has educated a total of
1100 students in Jasper County with 8 Summer Day Camp
programs during the month of June, Babysitting Basics, On
My Own & OK, Geocaching, GPS, afterschool STARS
program and classroom time with students performing
various STEM activities and STEM-LIT-2-Go materials.
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