
 

 

The Henry County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always. 

Thank you for your support. 

Serving the People of Henry County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Henry County began 2020 focused on the 
following efforts: 

• Seven Henry County elementary and middle schools participate in 
the SWITCH program, encouraging 400 elementary students and 
143 middle school students to switch what they do, view, chew!   

• Our Feld Agronomist and Ag and Youth Educator presented the pri-
vate pesticide applicators re-certification course to 43 participants.  

• 24 participants attended the Confinement Site Manure Applicator 
workshop presented by our Ag Engineer and Swine Specialist. 

• Commercial Pesticide Continuing Education Courses were offered in 
February and March 2020. A total of 20 participants were served.  

• 70 2nd through 5th graders from Van Allen Elementary School were 
able to participate in the 4-H afterschool program prior to the pan-
demic. Activities included mentoring from Iowa Wesleyan University 
volunteers, spa and relaxation techniques, and robotics.  

• The Henry County Master Gardeners hosted the 14th Annual Spring 
Symposium in March. 141 gardening enthusiasts attended. Proceeds 
from the event were used to fund mini-grants for seven different or-
ganizations. Each recipient received $250 for projects that supported 
community gardening in Henry County.  

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU Extension and 
Outreach prioritized health and safety as we developed new ways to bring 
research-based education to the people of Henry County. We remained 
open for business and we continued to educate, engage, and serve 
Iowans. 
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• On March 17, 2020 ISU Extension and Outreach 
employees were directed to begin working remote-
ly. Staff remained available via phone, email, and 
video conferencing. One staff member worked in 
the office each day to check and return phone 
messages and mail.   

• On June 1, 2020 ISU Extension and Outreach 
Henry County staff returned to working in the of-
fice. To maintain social distancing and an accurate 
visitor log, the building doors remain locked to the 
public. However, community members are able to 
email, call or ring the doorbell for assistance.  

• Take home 4-H activities provided a social dis-
tanced learning opportunity for the youth in Henry 
County. Eight Different Clover Crates were deliv-
ered weekly to 647 youth utilizing the local sum-
mer feeding sites in Henry County. Topics focused 
on local foods and healthy living.   

• Art-lit to go is an innovative youth program de-
signed to teach students a basic understanding of 
the foundations of art through integrated art-
literacy activities. Over 80 youth were serviced via 
take home boxes, a program at the Mt. Pleasant 
Library, and the New London Community Child 
Care Center.  

• The pick a better snack program has expanded to 
include K-3rd graders at Van Allen, Harlan, and 
Salem Elementary schools.  We were able to  edu-
cate 500 students on the benefits of choosing 
fruits and vegetables. New this year, in partnership 
with the local foods coordinator and the Garden 
Club at Harlan Elementary, 20 students received 
kits to create their own tomato and pepper con-
tainer gardens at home.  

• Commercial and private pesticide continuing in-
struction courses were adjusted to be delivered via 
video. Courses were then offered in person with 
limited attendance to account for social distancing. 
19 individuals attended. 

Providing a County Fair Experience 

Although the traditional fair was not possible because of the pandemic, 
ISU Extension and Outreach Henry County worked with our partners to 
provide an alternate experience to demonstrate and showcase the work 
of our 4-H youth. 

The Henry County Fair Board made the decision to have a modified, 
non-public 4-H livestock exhibition and virtual static judging. The fair 
board and ISU Extension and Outreach Henry County did our best to 
encourage family members to enjoy the events in the safety of their 
home, and view the livestock exhibition live on Facebook.  

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Henry County is determined to help Io-
wans help each other. Looking ahead to 2021, we will support efforts to 
increase access to quality child care. Iowa families need reliable, quality 
child care to be able to work and contribute to the state’s economy. 
What happens during the early years of a child’s life impacts their future 
success. We support families as they sort through child care and public 
school return-to-learn decisions. We also work with local communities to 
find creative solutions for supporting child care programs. 

ISU Extension and Outreach Henry County can report that Dawn Dun-
negan, Human Sciences Specialist, has joined the Mount Pleasant 
Community Childcare Board tasked with addressing the child care need. 
With guidance from Dawn and ISU Extension and Outreach Community 
Development staff, the board will work to establish the 501c3 non-profit 
organization and complete a strategic planning process for a new child-
care center. As part of the strategic plan, ISU Extension and Outreach 
will be instrumental in helping to provide the required and continued 
training for staff and educators on early learning principles and practic-
es, nutrition, and critical health and safety information.  
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