
HENRY COUNTY  
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and resources. 

We listen, learn, and work with the people of Henry County for a #STRONGIOWA. 

Community & Economic Development 

Henry County Leadership  

ISU Extension and Outreach, Henry County continues to partner with the 

Mt. Pleasant  Area Chamber of Commerce to offer the Henry County 

Community Leadership program. 15 participants graduated in May from 

the program and 21 more started the 2019-20 program in October. This 

program is designed to identify, cultivate and navigate future community 

leaders.  The group meets once a month for nine months.  Each session 

begins with the Leading Communities curriculum, taught by a trained ISU 

Extension and Outreach staff member. Then the afternoon is spent 

focusing on Local Programming through hands on learning throughout 

Henry County. The program runs from October to May.  

West Liberty Foods Food Safety  

ISU Extension and Outreach, Henry County continues to partner with West 

Liberty Foods to increase food safety knowledge and practices in the 

workplace. West Liberty Foods understands that the most sophisticated 

food safety system is only as good as the training employees receive. 

Without thorough employee training, the company could experience 

significant losses. During 2019 more than 650 employees participated in 

food safety instruction. 

Ag & Natural Resources 

Pesticide Applicator Continuing Instruction Courses  

The goal of the Pesticide Safety Education Program (PSEP) is to provide 

educational information throughout Iowa on the safe and effective use of 

pesticides. This year Henry County trained over 90 Private Pesticide  

Applicators and over 50 Commercial Applicators. PSEP is 

responsible for Pesticide Applicator Continuing Instruction Courses (CIC’s) 

in cooperation with the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 

Stewardship (IDALS).  

Henry County Master Gardener Mini Grants  

The Henry County Master Gardeners presented Mini Grants to seven 

different organizations this year. Each recipient received $250 for projects 

that supported community gardening in Henry County. The recipients were 

Hope Haven Flexible Services, Winfield-Mt. Union FFA, Iowa WINs 

Henry County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension council 

that guides local educational programming by 

partnering with staff. From needs assessment 

through program implementation and evaluation of 

outcomes, the council represents the issues and 

people of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority 

topics for current and future programming: 

 Community & Economic Development  

 Ag and Natural Resources 

 Human Sciences  

 Youth Outreach  
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Community Garden Project, Rich and Jeanie Seberg, 

Harlan Elementary School, Salem Elementary School 

and Van Allen Elementary School. In September all 

recipients came and presented their projects to the 

Master Gardener group. The projects represent a wide 

variety of ways gardening can be used in our 

communities and by diverse groups of people. 

 

Human Sciences  

ServSafe® 

 ServSafe is a class for those with oversight and 

management responsibility in any type of food service 

operation.  The program blends the latest FDA Food 

Code and food safety research in a program offered by 

specialists with years of food sanitation training 

experience. In Henry County, 25 participants 

completed the course while learning current best 

practices related to safe food handling and cleaning 

and sanitizing as well as tips on how to implement 

essential food safety practices and create a culture of 

food safety.  

 Early Childhood Summit 

The Southeast Iowa Early Childhood Summit is a two 

day event that has activities, information, training and 

educational components for: families, communities, 

business owners and childcare providers. 43 business 

leaders interested in learning about the impact of 

childcare on their business, current providers looking to 

expand childcare slots and individuals interested in 

opening a home or community based center attended 

the luncheon. 157 people from seven different counties 

attended the family fun night that followed the 

luncheon. This year’s focus was on diversity.   

Youth Outreach 

4-H Youth Development 

4-H Youth Development empowers youth to reach their full potential 

through youth-adult partnerships and research-based experiences. 

Currently, Henry County  has 199 active 4-H members. In addition to 

those currently enrolled we also reached 762 youth through 4-H Special 

Interest short term programs, 361 through School Enrichment programs, 

and  84 through After School Programs using 4-H curriculum. In total the 

Henry County 4-H program reached approximately 1,492 students this 

year.   

Pick a Better Snack 

Pick a Better Snack brings fruits and vegetables into the classroom for 

kindergarten through third grade students all over Iowa. As part of the 

program, kids get to see, touch, smell and taste fruits and vegetables. 

They also hear what makes them so good, where they grow and ways to 

eat them. We were excited to introduce this program at Van Allen 

Elementary this year. We reached 171 students. We have recently added 

Harlan Elementary to the program as well.  

Local Foods Day  

October 11th was Iowa Local Foods Day. Our Local Foods Coordinator 

and 4-H Staff celebrated by serving locally grown apples and cheese 

curds from a local dairy to all the schools in Mt. Pleasant. Over 1,000 

youth had the opportunity to participate and experience locally grown 

food.  

Youth Development/ PREP  

In 2019, the youth development team taught 171 5th - 8th grade Henry 

County students LifeSkills, the prevention programming curriculum. 48 

additional youth were impacted through the Teen Outreach Program. 

Youth completed 13 community service learning projects totaling 1,248 

service hours.  
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