
 

 

Serving the People of Harrison County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Harrison County began 2020 

focused on the following efforts: 

• Agriculture and Natural Resources (Water Rocks!) 

• Community and Economic Development (Housing 

Strategy Basics) 

• Human Sciences (ServSafe) 

• 4-H and Youth (FIRST LEGO League) 

The beginning of 2020 started off with a change in the 

Harrison County office as we welcomed Toni to our staff. 

2020 IN HARRISON COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Harrison County for a #STRONGIOWA: 

The Harrison County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Employee Spotlight:  

Toni Wiese 

County Youth Coordinator 4-H 

Toni started her role as the county youth 

coordinator on January 6th, 2020. She 

previously graduated from Wayne State 

College in Wayne, Nebraska with a 

degree in Family and Consumer 

Sciences. Her degree led to the 

opportunity to serve on the National 

Student Unit of the American 

Association of Family and Consumer 

Sciences as the vice chair of Service 

and Outreach. She was recently 

selected to the leadership academy for 

AAFCS.  

Toni grew up in Fremont, Nebraska. Her 

favorite hobbies include baking, outdoor 

activities (fishing/boating), spending time 

with friends/family, and drinking coffee!  

As the county youth coordinator, Toni 

will be leading many of the 4-H and 

youth activities and programs in the 

county. A few programs she hopes to 

bring to Harrison County are Kids in the 

Kitchen, Strengthening Families, Youth 

Committee, and a Day of Ricochet.  

Get In Contact:  

twiese@iastate.edu 712-644-2105 

Water Rocks! is a program that brings attention and 

awareness to youth about water related issues. Over 130  

4th grade students learned about watersheds and pollutants 

through interactive activities.   

Our Harrison County Farmers Market campaign, Eat Healthy 

- Buy Local increased participation by 36% over 2019 totals. 

The goal of the program is to introduce youth to locally 

grown products, while helping farmers sell their produce and 

baked goods.  

Two of the county’s six, FIRST LEGO League teams, earned 

the right to compete at the FIRST LEGO League state 

competition held at Iowa State University in Ames. The two 

teams that represented our county were from Logan-

Magnolia and Missouri Valley.  

Housing Basics was a two-part series that brought together 

housing stakeholders throughout the county. This included 

city administrators, private citizens, business owners, and 

elected officials. Harrison County Extension partnered with 

Harrison County Development Corporation and Harrison 

County Home and Public Health to cover housing strategy 

basics. Topics included city ordinances, programs, mapping, 

and the rural housing readiness assessment. We hope to do 

a part three in the future covering derelict buildings and 

dangerous housing. 

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU Extension 

and Outreach prioritized health and safety as we developed 

new ways to bring research-based education to the people of 

Harrison County. We remained open for business and we 

continued to educate, engage, and serve Iowans. 

Left Picture: Farmers to Families COVID-19 recovery. 400 food boxes 
were handed out to Harrison County citizens.  
Right Picture: Water Rocks! 130 students learned about watersheds 
and water quality.  



 

 

 

Top Picture: 2020 fall harvest, National Corn Yield Contest. 

Bottom Left: Safe Distance! We implemented many office safety protocols 

including safe distancing, providing masks/hand sanitizer, and  

contact tracing sign-in sheets. 

Bottom Right: 4-H’ers created social distancing signs for the 2020  

Harrison County Fair. 

• During the early days of the pandemic 

our office cancelled many in-person 

programs and events due to safety 

concerns starting March 15. 

• We worked to convert as many programs 

into virtual events as possible.  

• Staff rotated between working in the 

office and from home from mid-March 

through May. 

• In June, we unlocked our door and were 

open to the public. In-person 

programming returned in July. 

• Masks and hand sanitizers are available 

to customers. 

• Safety signs are posted and a sign-in log 

is kept for contact tracing. 

Our office and partnering staff converted an 

in-person Safe Mushroom Foraging 

workshop into a virtual event. Over 220 

participants from 65 counties and 15 states 

completed the workshop. We saw a 48% 

increase of knowledge of risks associated 

with wild mushrooms.  

Education and health were our top priorities 

throughout the summer and fall. During the 

month of June we assembled 1000 STEM 

kits for three communities to be handed out 

with their school lunch program. STEM kits 

included interactive activities for elementary 

aged students such as picture straw art, 

solar paper, geodesic domes, and           

straw rockets. 

Three programs were focused on health.  

The first was a four-part healthy living program where youth 

participated in activities based on their Head, Heart, Hands, 

and Health. The Head session focused on mindfulness and 

mental health. The Heart session covered physical activity 

(practiced yoga) and discussing MyPlate. The third session 

was on Hands. Economic and environmental well being 

were the topics and youth planted herbs and corn at home. 

Health was last and summarized the previous sessions. 

Participants received a journal to record how they felt 

emotionally, mentally, and physically. 

The second activity was the Healthiest State Initiative walk 

and accompanying 4-H walk. The youth walk was filled with 

physical activities including jumping and skipping. 

Combined, 25 youth and adults exercised while having fun. 

The last health related program was a partnership with our 

regional healthy food access specialist and citizens of 

Dunlap. 4-H’ers helped distribute 400 boxes of food and 

milk to families in need through the Farmers to Families 

initiative hosted by the United States Department of 

Agriculture. Food was purchased from farmers and given to 

families due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 



 

 

Providing a County Fair 

Experience 

Although the traditional fair was not possible 

because of the pandemic, ISU Extension and 

Outreach Harrison County worked with our 

partners to provide an alternate experience 

to demonstrate and showcase the work of 

our 4-H youth. 

Some traditional fair events were cancelled 

due to safety concerns including: 

• Pie and Muffin Auction 

• Pizza Party/Root Beer Floats 

The fair board cancelled their portion of fair 

events due to safety concerns including: 

• Nightly Entertainment/Carnival 

• Ag-Lympics 

• Talent Show 

We are very proud of the fair that we 

provided for the youth who worked so hard 

and invested time and money into their 4-H 

projects. Livestock arrived the night before 

the show and was released right after the 

show. Static exhibits were brought in three 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination 
statement or accommodation inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 
ADV.20.04X September 2020 

ISU Extension and Outreach   

Harrison County 

304 East 7th Street 

Logan, IA 51546 

712-644-2105 

www.extension.iastate.edu/harrison 

Carole Gorham 

Office Assistant 

Extension Staff 

Terry Torneten 

Regional Director 

Carter Oliver 

County Director 

Toni Wiese 

County Youth  

Coordinator 

days ahead of judging. Exhibit projects were judged in a  

non-conference setting to reduce the amount of judge-

exhibitor interaction. Our project numbers were down but 

that was to expected. The youth and their families who did 

participate really appreciated the opportunity to do so.  

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Harrison County is determined 

to help Iowans help each other. Looking ahead to 2021, we 

will expand educational opportunities for youth and help 

revive the Iowa economy.  

ISU Extension and Outreach Harrison County will 

accomplish this goal by providing new and innovative 

research-based programs.  

Youth programming will include On Their Own and Okay, 

Babysitting, Growing Up Wild, Kids in the Kitchen, and a Day 

of Ricochet. 

Reviving the Iowa Economy will consist of targeting the 

agriculture sector with Greenhorn Grazing and Farmland 

Leasing. In addition to agricultural programming, we will offer 

Rethinking your Retirement, Grant Writing 101, and Rural 

Housing Readiness Assessment. 

@harrisoncountyextension  & @4h.harrisoncounty  


