
Extension Council Members 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 

Harrison County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational programming 

by partnering with staff. From needs assessment 

through program implementation and evaluation 

of outcomes, the council represents the issues 

and people of the county. 

We have identified the following four topics for 

current and future programming: 

 Agriculture and Natural Resources 

 Community and Economic Development 

 Families and Healthy Living 

 4-H and Youth Outreach 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Agriculture has always been a cornerstone for our county 

extension office. Much of the information farmers once requested 

can be found online or at local farm cooperatives. Providing non-

biased, research-based information, has kept us relevant in 

farmers’ minds. We have also expanded our programming topics to 

adjust to the new needs of our rural communities.  

One new program that we provided was Farm Succession. Our 

office was very fortunate to partner with West Pottawattamie and 

Shelby counties to make this program possible. Seventeen 

participants attended the two, three-hour sessions.             
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2018 IN HARRISON COUNTY 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of Harrison County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  



Tim Christiansen—ISU Extension and Outreach farm specialist, 

Kate Kohorst—attorney at Kathleen Kohorst Law Firm, and Carol 

Waters—farm succession coordinator, spoke to area farm 

families about planning for the future and how to have difficult 

but necessary conversations.   

Two of our largest programs occurred at the Dunlap Livestock 

Auction. The Schaben family graciously hosted our Beef Quality 

Assurance (BQA) programs. Over five hundred and thirty cattle 

producers received training from Chris Clark and Erika Lundy, 

ISU Extension and Outreach beef specialists. Beef quality 

assurance is a program that promotes proper management and 

handling of cattle. Tyson and other large companies are only 

accepting cattle from BQA certified producers.  

Our Farmland Leasing program had a new look. Gary Wright, 

ISU Extension and Outreach farm specialist, came down from 

northwest Iowa to share his knowledge to twenty-two landowners 

and renters in Harrison County.  

Answering plant and insect questions is a common event during 

the growing season. This year we had a first for our county. The 

brown marmorated stink bug is officially here. It is an invasive 

insect that feeds on sap from living plants. A common plant call 

we received dealt with disease in Colorado blue spruce. 

Our Master Gardener program continued as we provided 

participants their required educational hours. We even saw 

guests from Adair county travel for our classes. Our gardeners 

volunteered their time at our local farmers market where they 

shared their knowledge on gardens and household plants, as 

well as monarch caterpillars.  

One-hundred and ten people attended our Private Pesticide 

Applicator Training. Mike Witt, ISU Extension and Outreach crop 

specialist, delivered the latest information on spraying to our 

group. Dicamba use was one of the topics covered. Mike talked 

about different types of drift. Most people are used to physical 

drift where the wind moves the chemical off target. He then 

covered volatility and how the chemical can move through air 

inversions. This training provides applicators up-to-date, tested 

information about the chemicals they are applying.   

 

Program Spotlight: Marketing 

Hometown America 

Marketing Hometown America (MHA) is a project 

piloted by Harrison and Monona counties in 2018. 

The goal was to explore a community’s potential for 

attracting new residents. Mondamin represented 

Harrison County. Our extension office partnered with 

Abbie Gaffey, ISU Extension and Outreach 

community and economic development specialist, 

and Renea Anderson from the Harrison County 

Development Corporation.  

Recruitment was key in getting the project up and 

running. Letters were sent out to community and 

youth leaders, business owners, realtors, agricultural 

producers, and school administration. Three groups 

were formed from thirty-five participants: agriculture 

and business, youth, and a school committee.  In 

April, weekly meetings were held for each group. 

The first meeting covered participants’ connection to 

the community and what they like best about where 

they live. Second, we looked at how Mondamin 

compares to other communities in the area. We 

considered what people look for when they move to 

a new place. We also looked over census data and 

moving trends. Week two ended with a homework 

assignment; a report card on Mondamin. We began 

to develop a vision and marketing points during 

session three. Our final study circle was about 

action. We created an action plan to implement our 

ideas from the previous weeks.  

The number of ideas that came from our small 

groups were very impressive. Some of the ideas are 

already in the planning stages or some are currently 

being implemented, such as creating a city website 

and looking for new housing areas to develop.  

Contact: Carter Oliver - cpoliver@iastate.edu  



Community and Economic 

Development 

ServSafe is a program delivered by our human 

science specialists that benefits our economic 

development. The program provides a 

certification for food service managers developed 

by the National Restaurant Association. Fourteen 

food professionals participated in the local 8-hour 

training. Statewide, 2510 people attended 

trainings. 

 

Technology is becoming more pertinent to our 

lives day by day. This is why we invited our 

county geographic information system (GIS) 

coordinator to present on what his job entails. We 

partnered with Harrison County Development 

Corporation to show people how they can use the 

GIS office. We work with Jeremy Butrick on 

multiple projects every year, such as our 

Hyperstream community service project.  

Families and Healthy Living 

The new year brought in new programming. We 

started in January, by hosting an online 

retirement series. It was a five week session 

covering a range of topics. The series started 

with planning for today; a look into where your 

retirement income will come from. We then 

looked into the future and considered where and 

how you would like to live in retirement. The next 

step was figuring out how to get to where you 

want to be. Our last two sessions covered social 

security and IRA’s.  

Family Storyteller and Raising School Ready 

Readers were two programs that focused on 

reading. Thirteen families and twenty children 

attended the two programs. Parents want their 

children to succeed in school and are willing to 

support their children’s development but often do 

not know how or where to begin. The programs 

are five and six week series that allow children and their parents 

a time to do activities together that help develop reading skills. 

Many children spend up to 50 hours a week or more in child care 

settings. Childcare providers participated in training which meet 

their licensure renewal and recertification needs. To improve the 

quality of care, a total of five providers completed our Linking 

Literacy with Food course taught by Barb Fuller, ISU Extension 

and Outreach nutrition and wellness specialist. Providers learned 

how to make healthy foods to go along with books that they read 

to their kids. 
 

Money is an important factor of everyday decisions. It can affect 

what type of food we buy or what adventures we go on. Our 

focus was to provide programming to help with financial 

education. Making Ends Meet is a program that shows 

participants how to make their money work for them. We covered 

spending, financial management resources, and how to build 

personal financial management skills. Nine people went through 

the two session course taught by Sandra McKinnon, ISU 

Extension and Outreach family finance specialist. Participants 

requested a follow-up meeting for couples that focused on 

learning about the money habits of their spouse. 

Top Left: West Harrison Brick Masters delivering their hydropon-

ics in space presentation at FIRST LEGO League regional competition.  

Top Right: Beef Quality Assurance program at the Dunlap Live-

stock Auction  

Bottom Left: Family Storyteller 

Bottom Right: Raising School Ready Readers  



4-H and Youth Outreach 

Nearly three hundred youth participated in the 

Harrison County 4-H program. At the county fair, 

4-H’ers from nine clubs, exhibited; 600 projects, 

81 communications, 12 horses, 10 dogs, 51 

rabbits, 22 goats, 9 sheep, 103 poultry, 50 beef,  

4 cats, and 63 swine. Harrison County was well 

represented at the Iowa State Fair as well. Our 

youth took 38 projects, 14 communications,         

4 beef, 10 poultry, and 12 rabbits, winning many 

purples and distinguished awards. 

Mid-June we hosted a five-day robotics camp. 

Ten youth participated in furthering their 

knowledge on robotics and gaining valuable team 

building skills. Teams assembled their robots to 

complete challenges that used distance, speed, 

direction and color obstacles. Other challenges 

included shooting rockets and designing future 

robotic challenges. This camp helps youth 

prepare for the FIRST LEGO League (FLL) 

season that runs from August to December. We 

had eight teams totaling forty-two youth, grades 

4th through 8th, participate in the FLL regional 

event in Sergeant Bluff. Harrison County qualified 

two teams for state. Other honors included: 

overall champion, core values award, global 

initiative award, and project honorable mention.  

 

 

County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran.       

Direct inquiries to the Diversity Officer, 515-294-1482, extdiversity@iastate.edu.  
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ISU Extension and Outreach   
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304 East 7th Street 

Logan, IA 51546 

712-644-2105  

www.extension.iastate.edu/harrison 
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Hyperstream is our high school equivalent to FLL. Our county 

Hyperstream team received second place at state for their 

community service project, titled “Bringing the Dead Back to Life”. 

The team worked with our county GIS coordinator to mark the 

location of every tombstone at the Lytle Cemetery outside of 

Persia. Names, dates, and a picture where added to the data point 

which was turned into a map for the local township trustee. He 

requested the project so he could direct families to their loved ones. 

Bug Camp involved fifteen, 8 to10 year old's during a beautiful 

summer afternoon. We partnered with Harrison County 

Conservation Board at Willow Lake. Kids frolicked through prairie 

and waded through wetlands in search of as many insects as they 

could find. Identification was almost as exciting as the chase. 

The Iowa 4-H Youth Conference was held the last week of 

June. During the conference, nine-hundred teenagers converged 

on the campus of Iowa State University for three days filled with 

speakers, workshops, mixers, dances, a banquet, and community 

service activities. Sixteen of our youth participated with two of them 

being inducted onto the state 4-H council. Workshops ranged from 

studying monarchs to learning to dance. The community service 

project was making Meals from the Heartland. The youth packaged 

thousands of meals for people in need.  

@harrisoncountyextension 
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