
Harrison County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected 

extension council that guides local 

educational programming by partnering 

with staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of 

outcomes, the council represents the 

issues and people of the county. 

We have identified the following four topics 

for current and future programming: 

• Community and Economic 

Development 

• Families and Healthy Living 

• 4-H and Youth Outreach 

• Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Economic Development 

The Mondamin community participated in Marketing 

Hometown America in 2018. The program is a series of four 

study circle meetings followed by a strategic planning 

meeting. The goal of the program is to identify the 

community’s strengths and improve any negative aspects of 

the community to promote to potential families looking for a 

place to live. Housing and jobs were the main themes from 

the series. The core Marketing Hometown America group 

continued to meet in 2019 to address smaller goals. 
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Town aesthetics was a topic the community wanted to 

pursue. Jennifer Drinkwater with ISU Extension and 

Outreach Community Art Specialist was a featured 

speaker. Jennifer provided examples of how art has 

changed buildings in communities throughout Iowa.  

The group continues to work with Southwest Iowa Planning 

Council dealing with housing. We are working with housing 

specialists in the Community and Economic Development 

department at ISU Extension and Outreach. 

ServSafe is another program delivered in Harrison County 

that helps the local economy. It is a certification program 

for food service managers developed by the National 

Restaurant Association. Nine participated in the 8-hour 

training. Statewide, 2434 attended.  

Human Sciences: Family Finance 

Spot, Stop and Avoid Identify Theft was an online 

workshop that covered the topic of identity theft. The 

Federal Trade Commission estimates that 18 million 

Americans have their identity stole every year. This 

workshop covered signs of identity theft, avoiding 

becoming a victim, creating recovery plans, and 

alternatives to identity theft monitoring systems.  

Children learned about saving money during an interactive 

StoryWalk. Families read the book, Just Saving My Money, 

one page at a time as they walked through the park. 

Twenty participated in the self guided activity. After 

reading, the children decorated a bank which they took 

home to save their money. The program ended at the city 

pool where participants swam for free.  

Human Sciences: Nutrition and Wellness 

Food Preservation 101 provided participants with an 

overview of canning, freezing, and drying foods. 

Equipment and utensils such as pressure canners and 

dehydrators were discussed and displayed. 

Dee Colwell 

Dee started her career with Iowa State 

University Extension and Outreach on 

October 7th, 1992. She was hired as the 4-H 

program assistant, her main responsibility 

was to oversee the 4-H county council. 

Dee transitioned to full time as the County 

Youth Coordinator. Under Dee’s leadership, 

the 4-H program grew to 300 youth 

participating. State 4-H Conference was 

always a favorite activity for Dee. She served 

as the housing coordinator for many years.  

When visiting the Iowa State Fair, you were 

bound to see Dee. During fair set-up, she 

would position projects in the Ag and Natural 

Resources area. During the fair, she would 

judge communication events in the 4-H and 

Poultry buildings. 

In 1999, Dee was awarded the “Pride of 

Extension” award for her dedication and hard 

work. She has been honored locally as the 

2010, Woodbine Kiwanis Community Leader 

of the Year and the Alegent/Creighton Health 

Citizen of the Year Excellence Award in 

2013. County fair will not be the same 

without Dee. She made the Best Better 

everyday and thousands of Harrison County 

youth benefitted.  

Dee retired on October 25th, 2019. She will 

spend her extra time following her 

grandchildren's activities. 

Thank you Dee! 



Healthy and Homemade was a three part 

series covering cooking for one or two, slow 

cooker meals, and cook now, enjoy later. 

Five people took part in the 6-hour class. 

Participants learned ways to plan ahead to 

reduce stress and save money when 

preparing meals. Slow cooker safety tips and 

meal ideas were a highlight of the class.  

4-H and Youth Outreach 

Harrison County 4-H’ers had a great year in 

robotics and FIRST Lego League. Team 

Master Builder’s of Missouri Valley and the 

Radiation Rangers of Woodbine participated 

in the 2018/2019 state FLL competition at 

Iowa State University. Team Master Builder’s 

received 1st place in the Project Innovative 

Solution category!  

In June, we had 10 youth participate in our 

five-day robotics camp. They learned team 

building and communication skills that 

prepared them to build a better robot. Youth 

learned a variety of codes and built robot 

attachments to achieve obstacles. 

Forty 4-H’ers were trained in animal 

husbandry during our Youth for the Quality 

Assurance of Animals trainings. This 

program provides youth who show livestock 

at the county fair the best practices they 

should follow. 

During the second week of June, 10 (9 

campers, 1 counselor) Harrison County 

youth traveled to Clover Woods for Camp 

Wild. Camp Wild is for 5th, 6th, and 7th 

graders in Southwest Iowa. The camp allows for youth to 

learn more about nature while having fun. Special activities 

included a climbing wall, zip line, archery, outdoor survival, 

native bee education, creek walk, swimming, night hike, 

campfires and more! 60 youth participated from the region, 

plus 16 high school aged counselors.  

Regional trips are a valuable experience for the youth of 

our county. During the fair, our apple pie/muffin auction 

raises money to help pay part of 4-H membership dues 

and camp registrations. We raised $15,825 for our youth 

this year. This money helped send 7 4-H’ers to Omaha for 

the Intermediate Trip. The group toured the air and space 

museum, created their own art out of clay, attended a 

baseball game and more. We had 14 high schoolers attend 

the State 4-H Conference at Iowa State University. Youth 

attend workshops that match their future interests or that 

sound fun. Workshops range from understanding engines 

to ballroom dancing. Youth participate in dances and a 

formal evening in Hilton. 

 

Top Left: Robotics Camp - Programming Robots.   

Top Right: Camp Wild - Creek Walk  

Bottom Left: Youth for the Quality Assurance of Animals (YQCA) Training  

Bottom Right: Fashion Review, Clothing Selection, $15 Challenge  



Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Private and Commercial Pesticide Applicator 

Trainings are well attended in the spring and fall. 

We had 97 farmers who attended our spring 

PPAT training. Commercial Continuing Education 

Courses will continue through December. Our 

final number should be approximately 100 

participants.  

Three Master Gardeners attended 10 hours of 

education recertification classes while completing 

over 20 hours of volunteer service. The estimated 

return to the community for 100 hours of 

volunteering is priced at $2,250.  

The Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium used their 

amphibian conservation program to demonstrate 

the zoo’s conservation effort around the world. 

Staff from the world famous zoo presented on 

their efforts to stabilize animal populations in 

zoos and also the work they are conducting in  

breeding animals at the zoo for reintroduction into 

the wild.  

ISU Extension and Outreach partners with the 

Iowa Beef Industry Council to deliver the Beef 

Quality Assurance program. Producers learn 

about the best management practices and 

emerging trends in the cattle industry during the 

two hour program. 23 people attended the 

program held at the Dunlap Livestock Auction.  
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Our Farm Management Specialist, Tim Christensen, had a busy fall 

in Harrison County. Farmland Leasing had 22 people who attended 

the 2.5 hour class. Most were landowners. Topics covered 

included: cash rental rates, tenant/landlord communication, and 

terminating a farm lease. Our Farm Succession program had 8 

participants who met for 6 hours. Topics covered included: estate 

planning, inheritance tax, and family conversations. A local lawyer 

talked about the legal aspect to farm succession. The 2018 Farm 

Bill was the last meeting Tim presented. In cooperation with the 

FSA office, Tim presented on the rules and regulations of the farm 

bill. Participants enjoyed hearing the difference between ARC and 

PLC plans. Farm stress was a topic of focus. Weather and markets 

have led to tighter margins, causing more stress. 

The Weed Science Society of America and the Entomological 

Society of America visited Harrison County in August to learn about 

the Harrison County Pest Resistance project. Over 60 

professionals traveled across the country to learn how our one-of-a

-kind project is working. Local farmers, ag lenders, COOPs, seed/

chemical companies, and ISU Extension and Outreach are working 

together on a grass roots project looking at herbicide resistance in 

weed populations. The 2019 soybean plot was tested with multiple 

types of chemical treatments. Local producers were invited to a 

field day to look at the results and to help provide examples of what 

would work for their operation.     
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