
2022 IN HARDIN COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach provides research-

based education and engages Iowans in solving today’s problems 

and preparing for a thriving future. We listen, learn, and work with 

the people of Hardin County for a #STRONGIOWA.  

SERVING THE PEOPLE OF HARDIN COUNTY 

In 2022, ISU Extension and Outreach Hardin County continued to 

• support Iowans in reviving the Iowa economy, including the 

farm economy. As a result, small businesses, entrepreneurs, 

agribusinesses, and farmers connected with education and 

resources so they could remain financially solvent, find alter-

nate markets, and increase their profitability. 

• engage Iowans in improving food supply, safety, and access. 

These efforts addressed local needs including nutrition educa-

tion, donation gardens, and food system coalitions. 

• expand educational opportunities for youth with programs that 

sparked youth interest, supported academics, and promoted 

youth resiliency. 

ISU Extension and Outreach focused on positive growth in 2022,  

reinforcing extension’s ability to provide more programs and ser-

vices for county residents. Moving the extension office in late 2021 

to its new location on the Ellsworth Community College Hamilton 

Agriculture Campus allowed ISU Extension and Outreach Hardin 

County to reduce financial liabilities, increase educational partner-

ships, and use state-of-the-art technology while increasing acces-

sibility for program participants. 

Council members and employees continued conservative fiscal 

measures to ensure wise stewardship of county funding in FY22 

and FY23. Reducing expenditures while increasing programming 

designed to assist county residents with community resources and 

research-based tools equipped extension to reach audiences it 

had not reached in previous years. Examples include offering 

school and library outreach programs and resources targeted to-

ward mental health as well as physical health, providing new com-

munity partners with meeting space, and offering programs that 

impact farm family health. 

  

The Hardin County Extension Council has 

been elected by the people of the county to 

guide local educational programming by 

partnering with extension staff. From needs 

assessment through program implementation 

and evaluation of outcomes, the council 

represents you and your issues. We are always 

serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always.  

Thank you for your support.  
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Helping Rural Families — A Journey 

Through Parkinson’s Disease 

In early 2022, ISU Extension and Outreach 

Hardin County hosted a series of educational 

programs, “A Journey Through Parkinson’s Dis-

ease.” The program, led by Malisa Rader, fami-

ly wellbeing specialist, focused on what Parkin-

son’s Disease is, available support for patients 

and caregivers, and healthy activities to help 

those living with Parkinson’s, the second most 

common neurodegenerative disease after Alz-

heimer’s. Nearly 20 participants attended each 

session. The series prompted participants and 

extension human sciences specialists to learn 

more by attending a statewide conference in 

Des Moines. 

Growing Together Iowa Addresses 

Food Insecurity In Hardin County 

The Eldora Community Garden engaged as a 

partner and grant recipient in the 2022 Growing 

Together Iowa program administered through 

ISU Extension and Outreach. The garden pro-

vided community members with plots to grow 

fruits and vegetables to address food insecurity 

in the area. The garden produced nearly 3 tons 

of vegetables, which were donated to local 

partners such as the Pine Lake Food Shelf.   

As part of mini-grant project, 33 Iowa counties 

grew 114,793 pounds of fruits and vegetables 

that were donated to 115 food pantries and dis-

tribution sites serving almost 67,000 Iowans. 

Counties worked closely with local food pan-

tries to plant and harvest fruits and vegetables 

that met unique client needs. Bilingual nutrition 

education materials were also distributed with 

the produce. Mini-grants are supported by Unit-

ed States Department of Agriculture SNAP-Ed 

funds. This year, additional funds were provid-

ed by Amerigroup. The Growing Together Iowa 

project also leveraged an additional $81,000 

from local community donations.  
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County 4-H Youth Development Experiences 

Growth in 2022 

ISU Extension and Outreach Hardin County maintained its strong 

youth and 4-H programs in 2022, reaching new youth with sum-

mer library programs throughout the county. One hundred and six 

additional children in grades K-3 participated in library programs. 

The county 4-H and Clover Kids clubs remained strong, with 197 

4-H’ers and 104 Clover Kids enrolled in 2022. Youth participated 

in local club activities as well as state and regional trips focused 

on citizenship, livestock care and meat quality, science, fun and 

adventure with learning activities, and more. County fair exhibi-

tors in static categories such as photography, food and nutrition, 

home improvement, communications, personal development, and 

visual arts qualified 35 exhibits for the Iowa State Fair. 

Agriculture Training Programs Support County 

Producers and Businesses 

ISU Extension and Outreach Hardin County cooperated with the 

Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship and the 

Iowa Department of Natural Resources to train local agriculture 

stewards. During the 2021-22 training period, Hardin County 

trained 168 private pesticide applicators, 79 commercial pesticide 

applicators, 42 confinement manure applicators, and 55 commer-

cial manure applicators. 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext

