
Extension Council Members 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 

Hardin County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

• Economic Development  

• Food and the Environment  

• Health and Well-being  

• K-12 Youth Outreach  

Economic Development 

Agriculture is Hardin County’s biggest industry. Two all-day crop 

and land stewardship clinics were conducted, emphasizing the 

importance of efficient and responsible use of fertilizers and 

pesticides in crop production. ISU Extension and Outreach crop 

specialists conducted educational sessions on nutrient reduction 

and controlling sediment loss. Agriculture fairs were held in 

conjunction with the clinics with 20 agribusinesses exhibiting at 

each clinic. Three hundred crop producers and agribusiness 

people attended the clinics, representing a significant segment of 

the county’s crop producers and agri-business community.  
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2019 IN HARDIN COUNTY 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Hardin County for a #STRONGIOWA. 
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Health and Well-Being 
 
The aging U.S. population poses public health 
challenges to our communities. Iowa is 
eighteenth in the nation for percent of those over 
the age of 65. One-third of the households in 
Hardin County had one or more persons aged 
65 and older. Reducing their risk of chronic 
illness and postponing the onset of disease has 
a positive impact on quality of life. In response, 
ISU Extension and Outreach conducted classes 
at the Senior Information Fair last June in Iowa 
Falls, addressing the importance of nutrition and 
consuming fruits, vegetables, and protein, along 
with physical activity and behaviors to improve 
health and well-being. 

Food and Environment 
 
The Eldora Community Garden received a 
“Growing Together Iowa” mini-grant through the 
ISU Master Gardener program. The community 
garden was a new project initiated by a group of 
local Eldora residents to provide fresh produce 
to food-insecure families in Hardin County and 
teach gardening skills to those interested in 
producing their own food. They also wanted to 
build a spirit of giving back to the community, 
produce an outdoor classroom for children to 
learn how food grows, offer a venue for 
community events, and create a place for 
serenity and reflection. The garden produced 
805 pounds of produce for the local food 
pantry. Hardin County Extension assisted with 
the grant application and provided knowledge 
and expertise for the project. 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Hardin County Extension and Outreach conducted Clover Kids 
Day Camps last summer. The camps focused on how safe and 
wholesome food is grown and produced. Campers learned how 
seeds germinate and develop into plants. The camps used 
“hands-on” activities to teach principles and concepts, including 
planting of seeds and making posters. The camps were 
conducted by the county extension youth coordinator and 
summer 4-H intern.   

County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis 

of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, 

national origin, pregnancy, race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, 

socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran, or other protected classes. 

Direct inquiries to the Diversity Advisor, 515-294-1482, extdiversity@iastate.edu. 
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