
2022 IN GRUNDY COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach provides research-based education and engages Iowans in solving 

today’s problems and preparing for a thriving future. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Grundy County for a 

#STRONGIOWA.  

SERVING THE PEOPLE OF GRUNDY COUNTY 

In 2022, ISU Extension and Outreach Grundy County continued to 

support Iowans in reviving the Iowa economy, including the farm 

economy. As a result, small businesses, entrepreneurs, 

agribusinesses, and farmers connected with education and  

resources so they could remain financially solvent, find alternate 

markets, and increase their profitability. 

The Grundy County Extension Council has 

been elected by the people of the county to 

guide local educational programming by 

partnering with extension staff. From needs 

assessment through program implementation 

and evaluation of outcomes, the council 

represents you and your issues. We are always 

serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always.  

Thank you for your support.  
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GRUNDY 4-H SPOTLIGHT:  

2022 4-H CLUB MEMBERS GROW 

COVID-19 couldn’t stop Grundy County 4-H! 

During a year of decline in youth participation 

in extracurricular activities, sports, and com-

munity involvement, Grundy County 4-H club 

enrollment GREW in 2022! 

Several factors led to a robust program, in-

cluding volunteer support from our club lead-

ers and Youth Committee and financial sup-

port from the Youth Committee’s annual 

Omelet Breakfast Fundraiser. This year, the 

omelet breakfast served more than 900 com-

munity members (a new record). The event 

was exciting; folks were happy to be out and 

about after a year of isolation to support local 

4-H. 

With the money raised, Grundy County of-

fered two years of free enrollment for all 

youth enrolled in 2020-21 and 2021-22. Dur-

ing those years, we also had an  

increase in new volunteers to help with our 

eight 4-H and Clover Kids clubs. In 2020-21, 

enrollment grew by 14 members in grades 4-

12 and 20 members in grades K-3, and 

growth continued in 2021-22 with an in-

crease of 23 members in grades 4-12 and 21 

members in grades K-3.  

GET IN CONTACT: 

Andrea Traeger 

County Youth Coordinator 

traegera@iastate.edu 

PROGRESSIVE AG SAFETY DAY 

Progressive Agriculture Safety Days are conducted in the United 

States, Canada, and the U.S. Territories. The program is also li-

censed in Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay. The mission of the pro-

gram is simple – to provide education, training, and resources to 

make farm, ranch, and rural life safer and healthier for children 

and their communities. Progressiveag.org 

Each year, the first Tuesday in May is reserved for the Progres-

sive Agriculture Safety Day hosted by ISU Extension and Out-

reach Grundy County 4-H. Area third and fourth graders from 

Gladbrook-Reinbeck, BCL-UW, Dike New Hartford, Grundy Cen-

ter, and Timothy Christian participate. This year, 220 youth jour-

neyed by bus to the Grundy County Fairgrounds for a day filled 

with safety sessions led by community partners and volun-

teers. Volunteers play an essential role in the program. Sixty-two 

adults and youths volunteered at the event to lead sessions on a 

wide array of safety topics such as:  

 Fire Safety  Hidden Hazards 

 Stranger Danger Semi Visibility Awareness 

 Grain Bin Safety Sun Safety 

 Reaction Timing Tractor Safety 

Lunch was sponsored by Green Belt Bank and Trust, which broke 

its 12 minute serving record for serving 300 lunches in 10 minutes.  

Youth shared that they were going to go home and practice a 

home fire drill, do a better job of listening to directions, try to re-

member the safety tips they learned. and be careful around 

fires. Youth also reflected that they should not go near power 

lines, that they need to be aware of their surroundings, not to hang 

up on 911 or accidently call them, what to do when they see a tick, 

and that they need to wear sunscreen even on a cloudy day.   

Teachers and school volunteers gave feedback that they plan to 

change smoke detectors, make a fire safety plan, and that gun 

safety locks are important for all guns. They also mentioned that 

even though many do not live on the farm there was a lot of valua-

ble information shared.  

Progressiveag.org


PESTICIDE APPLICATOR TRAINING 

Federal and state laws require that all people 

who purchase and apply restricted use pesti-

cides and any applicator who applies pesticides 

for hire to be certified according to established 

standards. Each year, the Iowa State University 

Extension and Outreach Pesticide Safety Edu-

cation Program develops a continuing instruc-

tion course for private pesticide applicators. 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 

field agronomists present the majority of pro-

grams, providing applicators with important in-

formation on the safe and effective use of pesti-

cides and pertinent, timely information on pest 

management issues. Private pesticide applica-

tor training is important for the safety of applica-

tors, their families and communities, and the 

environment. This program addresses issues 

specific to applicators involved in crop protec-

tion and production.   

The 2021-22 private applicator course focused 

on several pertinent topics: pesticide label up-

dates, product selection, pesticide contamina-

tion in sensitive environments, off-site move-

ment of pesticides, and pest management. A 

total of 286 applicators were trained in Grundy 

County in 2022.  

Private pesticide applicators who this attend 

continuing instruction course practice safe pes-

ticide use and readily adopt new safety 

measures into their routine to protect them-

selves, their families and communities, and the 

environment.  

AGRICULTURE EDUCATION AND PARTNERSHIPS 

Our office continues to partner with the Ag in the Classroom pro-

gram in Grundy County alongside our local Farm Bureau. This 

provides real-world connections to the Iowa Core and STEM edu-

cational areas. By collaborating with Grundy County Farm Bureau 

on this project, we are able to use both ISU Extension and Out-

reach and Ag in the Classroom curriculum to educate students 

about agriculture and local food systems in Grundy County. Each 

month Grundy County Schools (about 150 students) receive 

hands-on education from extension staff about a variety of agri-

cultural products grown right here in Iowa. 

The Tri County Ag marketing meetings are held quarterly in Grun-

dy County and provide agricultural marketing recommendations to 

farmers in Grundy and surrounding counties. The program offers 

insights into future marketing, crop programs, and up-to-date in-

formation about government programs. Extension staff partner 

with local businesses to provide these meetings. 

ISU Extension and Outreach Grundy County worked with local 

businesses in the spring and summer for the Grow an Extra Row 

initiative. Using plots at the Grundy Community Gardens, exten-

sion office staff were able to incorporate education alongside real-

world production at the gardens. Shari Sell-Bakker, program di-

rector, worked with local school FFA and 4-H programs to help 

prepare plots, plant vegetables, and care for the produce all sum-

mer. At the end of the season, the group was able to donate ap-

proximately 100 pounds of produce to lower income and families 

in need. A portion of the produce grown was also able to be used 

by local businesses and incorporated into their menus, making 

their lineups focused on locally grown foods. 



SUMMER LIBRARY STEM  

LEARNING 

Throughout the summer, ISU Extension and 

Outreach 4-H programs in Grundy, Hardin, 

Marshall, and Tama counties partnered with 

area libraries to boost summer learning. Public 

libraries play a critical role in bridging summer 

reading and, by combining forces with Iowa  

4-H, over 600 youth in these four counties were 

able to engage in diverse, hands-on STEM-

literacy learning fun.  

This year youth program staff in Region 9 stra-

tegically executed a two-part planning process 

for reaching more youth and developing part-

nerships with local libraries. In doing so, five 

new library partnerships were formed, and sum-

mer youth outreach increased 118% from the 

past year. 

Part one of the planning included curating 

STEM-literacy lessons from Iowa 4-H Clover 

Kids curriculum that matched the iREAD Sum-

mer Library Program theme, Read Beyond the 

Beaten Path. Four lessons were chosen and 

modified to be delivered in a library setting with 

the intended audience of youth in grades K-4. A 

branded marketing flyer, which could be edited 

with individual county contact information, was 

created. This allowed county youth coordinators 

the opportunity to approach area librarians and 

promote the four program offerings. 

Shari Sell-Bakker 

Program Director 

Part two of the planning took pace during the region’s annual 4-H 

summer assistant training led by Youth Program Specialist Katie 

Lubbert. In addition to the typical training on Iowa 4-H’s mission, 

the experiential learning model, and risk management topics, 

summer assistants explored the library programming, each get-

ting a chance to pair up and lead a hands-on session among their 

peers. 

Each summer Grundy County employs a summer assistant to 

support county fair and facilitate youth development programs 

around the county. It’s a great learning experience for a young 

high school graduate that introduces them to the ISU Extension 

and Outreach system and also provides them with an exceptional 

training experience. 
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