
 

 

Serving the People of Grundy County 

As Iowans adjusted to life during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

ISU Extension and Outreach continued to prioritize health 

and safety as we delivered research-based education to the 

people of Grundy County. During 2021 we focused on the 

following efforts. 

• Prioritizing access to healthy foods, efforts to support 

local small businesses with trainings for business 

owners, offering virtual learning opportunities for youth, 

and prioritizing safety by offering multiple delivery 

models and personalized learning opportunities. 

2021 IN GRUNDY COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Grundy County for a #STRONGIOWA. 

The Grundy County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Continuing Education in 

Agriculture 

A large portion of the winter months 

were spent ensuring farmers were able 

to keep up-to date with their pesticide 

and manure applicator licenses through 

the challenges of COVID-19. Alongside 

the Iowa Department of Agriculture and 

Land Stewardship, Grundy County was 

given the opportunity to administer 

programs both in-person and virtually to 

allow applicators to continue their 

education and maintain their licensing.  

In Grundy County alone, we were able to 

provide continuing education services for 

more than 420 producers. 

 

Responding to Crisis 

Following the devastating impacts of the 

derecho in parts of Grundy County and 

surrounding Iowa, the Grundy County 

Extension Office was able to quickly pull 

together experts in farm management, 

agronomy, insurance, and conservation 

and hosted more than 50 people at the 

Grundy County Fairgrounds to assist in 

recovery education. Attendees learned 

about crop conditions, listened to 

insurance representatives share 

guidelines for claims and heard about 

impacts on not only crops but tree lines 

and the future outlook. 

Showcasing 4-H Youth in Grundy County 

The Grundy County Fair provided the opportunity for youth 

to demonstrate what they had learned through their 4-H 

project work over the past year. 

• In 2021, more than 200 Grundy County youth were able 

to present their projects to county fair judges in-person 

and to display their hard work for the week. Youth 

brought projects ranging from caring for livestock, 

cooking, science, art, communication, and much more! 

In 2021, 149 youth in grades 4-12 enrolled in the Grundy 

County 4-H program and 96 kindergarten through third-

grade youth enrolled in our Clover Kid program.  These kids 

attended monthly 4-H club meetings, both virtually and in-

person across the county, participated in community service 

and worked on projects to benefit their communities.  Our 

youth did things like cleaning up gardens, sending items to 

nursing homes, singing outside of clubs, providing food 

service projects as fundraisers, caroling, and adopting 

families for Christmas. 

Our 4-H staff continued to explore new curriculums and 

programs in an effort to reach more youth in Grundy County 

and close the activity gap from COVID-19. Andrea visited 

area schools with STEM kits and helped bring the SWITCH 

program to Grundy schools. Students learned how to change 

their habits to make healthier choices, including more 

physical activity, less screen time, and trying new foods. 

Our office continues to partner with the Ag in the Classroom 

program in Grundy County through our Farm Chat program.  

This provides real-world connections to the Iowa Core and 

STEM educational areas. By collaborating with Grundy 

County Farm Bureau on this project, we are able to utilize 

both ISU Extension and Outreach and Ag in the Classroom 

curriculum to educate students about agriculture and local 

food systems in Grundy County. Each month Grundy County 

schools (about 150 students) receive hands-on education 



 

 

 

from the Ag in the Classroom coordinator 

about the months’ topic. The following week, 

our staff enters the classroom via a real-time, 

virtual tour of a farm in Grundy County. We 

travel with an iPad to the farms and the 

classrooms virtually connect through Zoom. 

Students can virtually ride along in a 

combine or tour a livestock barn, all from the 

safety and convenience of their classrooms. 

Sessions are live and allow the kids to ask 

questions throughout the visit. 

Working toward Recovery 

As our state works toward recovery, ISU 

Extension and Outreach Grundy County has 

been supporting Iowans in reviving the Iowa 

economy, including the farm economy.  

• In 2021, Grundy County Extension and 

Outreach staff focused on educating 

local small businesses and providing 

opportunities to grow their customer 

base. In partnership with the Small 

Business Development Center, extension 

staff offered a series of educational 

programming both in-person and virtual 

learning opportunities focused on 

creating a community of small business 

owners who can help empower economic 

growth in Grundy County. Participants 

learned about creating marketing 

strategies, maintaining good record 

keeping for their businesses, and using 

social media to both sell and grow their 

businesses. The series had participants 

from both Grundy County, as well as 

three other states who benefited from the education 

provided. Staff continues to send information to small 

businesses and develop a Shop Grundy County web-

based information page to encourage shopping local. 

Looking ahead to 2022, ISU Extension and Outreach 

Grundy County will  

• Launch a Shop Grundy County initiative for local food 

growers, business owners, and homemade product 

business owners encouraging shopping local and in 

Grundy County with incentives and community support. 

• Continue to provide networking opportunities for 

storefront businesses and home-based businesses in 

Grundy County to encourage purchasing more locally 

made and grown products. 

• Continue to offer educational based information to 

businesses and provide support for the local economy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Support for Local Food Access 

The Grundy County Master Gardeners col-

laborated again with Grundy Center FFA stu-

dents for a joint plant sale in 2021. Through 

sales of flowers and produce grown by local 

gardeners and products grown in the school 

greenhouse, these two groups were able to 

work together to raise money to put back into 

local agricultural education in Grundy  

County.  

ISU Extension and Outreach in Grundy 

County focused in 2021 on reviving the 

Grundy Center Farmers Market and provid-

ing opportunities for local food growers and 

entrepreneurs. In 2021. the Farmers Market 

moved to a once a month market, partnering 

with the Grundy Main Street and Grundy 

Center Chamber Offices to provide entertain-

ment, local food trucks, and activities for 

community members to enjoy while purchas-

ing locally grown and made goods from our 

vendors.  Moving to a once a month market 

allowed vendors to bring more products to 

the table, to retain customers and offer pre-

orders and to make the additional activities 

throughout the summer. 
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