
 

 

education and recreation. Iowa State University Extension 

and Outreach Franklin County Youth Coordinator Jackie 

Dohlman said the youth all felt more comfortable with their 

new responsibilities after this workshop. Club officers that 

were not able to attend will be able to get information from 

their club volunteers or from the extension office. 

Franklin County 4-H Adapts to COVID-19 

with Virtual Sewing Class 

The dates had been set, sewing machines were threaded, 

and fabric was prepared. Then Franklin County got the word 

that all 4-H events in the state had to be postponed to 

protect from the spread of COVID-19. With some quick 
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4-H Youth Learn Club Officer 

Duties  

Franklin County 4-H youth learned about 

their responsibilities as a club officer at a 

workshop Jan. 25. Along with learning those 

duties, they learned how to conduct a 

business meeting, how to make and pass a 

motion, and the importance of incorporating 



 

 

Ragsdale Makes an Impact in 

Franklin County 

Interns play an important role in helping 

youth and 4-H staff carry out the many 

activities and programs available from 

county extension offices. Those young 

people can be high school or college 

students and can serve as 4-H leaders, 

interns, and part-time employees.  

One of those young persons is Laela 

Ragsdale. Laela is a Youth program 

intern in the Franklin County Extension 

office. Laela is a graduate of Hampton-

Dumont High School and is currently a 

student at North Iowa Area Community 

College. She served two years in this 

role. She assists the after school 

coordinator with youth programming 

throughout the school year and helps 

with summer programming when school 

is out.   

Laela is a tremendous asset and helps 

Franklin County extend the impact of 

extension and reach more kids in 

Franklin County. For more information 

on how to become an intern, contact the 

Franklin County Extension office. 
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Laela Ragsdale 

Youth Program Intern 

laela@iastate.edu 
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thinking and collaboration between staff, the sewing 

challenge workshops were saved. Jackie Dohlman, CYC, 

and Michelle Sackville, county director, created instructional 

pdfs, invited 4-H members to a Zoom meeting for 

information, filmed a YouTube video on the “how to,” and 

followed up with an instructional Zoom meeting. Packets of 

materials for making fidget quilts and sewing machines were 

checked out to members. The quilts will be evaluated at the 

county fair and then were donated to local nursing facilities 

for patients with dementia or Alzheimer’s disease. 

Franklin County Scoop the Loop Food 

Drives a Success 

Franklin County 4-H wanted to do something to help our 

communities after learning about the increased demands on 

our local food pantries. Seeing an idea done in a neighboring 

county for a food drive as part of a “scoop the loop” event, 

Jackie Dohlman, ISU Extension and Outreach Franklin 

County youth coordinator, reached out to community leaders 

to coordinate similar projects around the county. 

Former Franklin County 4-H volunteer Marian Gehrls of Iowa 

Falls worked with the Ruth Project food pantry and the 

coordinator of the Iowa Falls “scoop the loop.” With help of 

the city manager and the police department, they mapped 

out a route past the Open Bible church, which houses the 

food pantry. Marian and the Iowa Falls Lions club collected 

enough food items to restock the shelves along with $120 in 



 

 

measured, mixed, and kneaded the dough, which was then 

shaped into rolls and baked, while watching the 

screen. Youth were encouraged to prepare, bake, and bring 

a plate of their best dinner rolls to the county fair contest 

later this summer.   

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic 

changed daily life, ISU Extension 

and Outreach prioritized health 

and safety as we developed new 

ways to bring research-based 

education to the people of 

Franklin County. We remained 

open for business and we 

continued to educate, engage, and serve Iowans. 

Partnering with La Luz Centro Cultural to 

Distribute STEM Bags  

In its ongoing efforts to provide quality educational 

experiences to families during COVID-19, Franklin County 

distributed STEM bags to ensure kids have a fun way to 

participate in educational activities at home.    

Staff and volunteers prepared 50 STEM bags containing 

hands-on activities for families and made them available to 

families for free. They distributed the STEM bags at the La 

Luz Centro Cultural during food bank hours.   

The STEM bags contained materials and instructions for 

five activities appropriate for children in grades K-8. The 

goal of the activities is to inspire and engage youth in 

cash donations on Friday, May 1. 

Hampton’s “scoop the loop” coordinator, 

Mike Holmes, routed his group past the 

Hampton United Methodist Church parking 

lot for a drop-off for both the Hampton Food 

Pantry and La Luz Centro Cultural Food 

Pantry. St. Patrick’s Food Pantry set their 

drop-off point at the high school parking lot.  

Volunteers and members of the Washington 

Winners, Reeve Hampton Hustlers, and 

Northwest Franklin 4-H clubs helped in 

collecting the donations. St. Patrick’s 

collected 107 items and the other two 

pantries collected 140 pounds of food items 

and $175 in cash donations. 

On Saturday, May 2, the Ackley community 

held their “scoop the loop” event. Retired 

AGWSR Principal Sheryl Arends and 4-H 

Youth Committee member Tara Huey 

coordinated this event. Members and 

volunteers of the Osceola Raiders 4-H club 

collected enough food items to fill a van and 

a SUV. These items and over $300 in cash 

donations were delivered to the food pantry 

at St. John’s UCC Church. Pantry 

Coordinator Nan Bartling was overwhelmed 

and grateful for the community support. 

Franklin County 4-H Learns 

About Bread Making 

Franklin County 4-H’ers got to learn how to 

make a yeast bread recipe step-by-step by 

participating in a virtual workshop with CYC 

Jackie Dohlman. Pre-registered youth each 

received a kit with the recipe, instant yeast, 

cake pans, and a mixing spoon.  They 

Youth volunteers collected a truckload of items to restock the shelves at the local 
food pantry. 

Staff and volunteers display STEM bags at La Luz Centro. 



 

 

Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM). The project was 

sponsored by La Luz Centro Cultural, Iowa 

Governor’s STEM Advisory Council, Franklin 

County Extension, and ISU School of 

Education.  

Franklin County Quiz Bowl 

Champions 

Franklin County teams were crowned the  

4-H livestock quiz bowl champions in the 

2020 virtual contest held Sept. 1-6.  Forty-

three youth participated in the competition 

that consisted of 30 multiple choice 

questions covering beef, sheep, goats, and 

swine. The Franklin County teams won a  

mixed division championship, second place 

and third place.  Nine teams from across the 

state competed in the mixed division. 

The Skillathon competition consisted of 50 

questions that covered livestock equipment 

identification, breed identification, retail cut 

identification, quality assurance, meat 

evaluation, nutrition case study, and 

breeding scenario. The mixed division 

champion was from Franklin County. Isaac 

Vosburg claimed first place individual and 

Natalie Dohlman placed fourth. Franklin 

County teams also claimed fourth and fifth 

placings out of eight teams competing.  

Amy Powell, 4-H youth animal science 

program specialist, organized the contest.  

The goal was to develop positive interests 

and attitudes about animal science; gain a 

base of knowledge of animal science 

projects; learn how to process information, 

problem-solve, and make informed decisions 

regarding current agricultural, environmental, 

and livestock industry issues; and to increase those seeking 

an education and career in animal science.  

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Franklin County is determined 

to help Iowans help each other. Looking ahead to 2021, we 

will: 

1. Support efforts to increase access to quality childcare. 

2. Engage Iowans in addressing mental health. 

3. Support Iowans in improving financial security. 

4. Revive the Iowa economy. 

5. Expand educational opportunities for youth. 

6. Engage Iowans in improving food supply, safety, and 

access. 
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Members of the Franklin County teams earned honors as the 4-H livestock quiz bowl champions in the 2020 virtual contest held Sept. 1-6.   


