
 

 

Serving the People of Fayette County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Fayette County began 2020 

focused on the following efforts: 

• Afterschool programming in the areas of STEM and 
Healthy Living using STEM Lit to GO and STEM Lit to 
GO Iowa kits. 

 
• Strengthening Families Program 10-14, a program to 

help youth learn skills to help them resist peer pressure 
that leads to risky behaviors.   

 
These programs  were  in process but put on hold due to the 
pandemic. 

2020 IN FAYETTE COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Fayette County for a #STRONGIOWA: 

The Fayette County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always. 
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Nurturing Nature Explorers in 

Northeast Iowa  

Spotlight: Nature Explore®  

Enhanced access for children and 
families to engage in outdoor 
experiences with nature continues to 
build in Fayette County. Over the last 3 
years, professionals across child care, 
county conservation, and Extension 
have completed training through Nature 
Explore®, a national nonprofit program 
which works collaboratively to provide 
research-based workshops. Extension 
provides Nature Explore® resources to 
support programs as they continue to 
connect children and families to the 
wonders of nature. Workshops are 
delivered in northeast Iowa by certified 
ISU Extension and Outreach Human 
Sciences trainers. 

In 2020, Gilbertson Nature Center in 
Elgin completed outdoor classroom 
certification through Nature Explore®. 
Certification includes providing evidence 
of ten research-based guiding principles, 
such as areas for music, art, building, 
and climbing. Certification also includes 
a staff training requirement and details 
on efforts to engage families in the 
outdoor play space. Families are 
encouraged to check out the outdoor 
play space at Gilbertson Nature Center, 
22580 A Avenue, Elgin IA  52141.  The 
play space is open year round during 
daylight hours. 

Get In Contact:  

Cindy Thompson 

Human Sciences Specialist—Family Life 

cpthom08@iastate.edu 

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU Extension 

and Outreach prioritized health and safety as we developed 

new ways to bring research-based education to the people of 

Fayette County. We remained open for business and we 

continued to educate, engage, and serve Iowans. 

• The Extension Office was closed for three days in March 

and continued limited access service with at least one 

staff member on location during office hours to monitor 

the phones and walk in clients. Currently we are holding 

limited face to face required trainings. Staff continue to 

take protective measures and sanitize daily. 

• Crops programming during COVID — During the 

summer of 2020, individual field calls were still 

conducted in person during the growing season while 

following social distancing guidelines.  Normal phone 

and e-mail contacts also occurred.  During this time ISU 

Extension crops meetings and field events were shifted 

to online offerings.  For example, every county in Iowa is 

associated with at least one of the six ISU Agricultural 

Research Farms across the state that offer annual 

summer field day events.  This summer all ISU Research 

Farms worked together to offer a virtual statewide “Field 

Day” which was conducted during the week of August 1, 

2020.  Over 1,000 people participated in the five 

educational sessions offered during that week.  Over two 

thirds of survey respondents indicated they will use this 

information in their future management decisions. The 

presentations for the event, along with other crops-

related videos, are available on the new ISU Crops 

Team YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UCpBCq1iQV6r9R-XQutOH4ig .  Looking 

toward winter programming, the ability to hold the annual 

ISU Extension in-person conferences “Crop Advantage 

Series” and “Integrated Crop Management Conference” 

will be replaced with an online series called 

CropsTV.  Online presentations will start on December 5 

and run through early February totaling 45 

topics.  Details about CropsTV can be found at: http://

www.aep.iastate.edu/cropstv/ . 

mailto:cpthom08@iastate.edu
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpBCq1iQV6r9R-XQutOH4ig
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpBCq1iQV6r9R-XQutOH4ig
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpBCq1iQV6r9R-XQutOH4ig
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpBCq1iQV6r9R-XQutOH4ig
http://www.aep.iastate.edu/cropstv/
http://www.aep.iastate.edu/cropstv/
http://www.aep.iastate.edu/cropstv/


 

 

 

Top photo: Jarron Rupprecht, Fayette Firecrackers 4-H club receives an 

award for showmanship from Miichele Kelly, CYC during the swine show at 

the 2020 Fayette County Fair.   

 

Bottom photo:  Beginning of the Clover Café rebuilding process. 

• Fayette County Extension helped 

distribute vegetable seeds to Fayette Co. 

Master Gardeners, Fayette and West 

Union Community Gardens, Gundersen 

Palmer Community Hospital Garden, 

Kaleidoscope Kids Care Center Garden 

and Open Hands Food Pantry 

patrons.  We also provided garden 

publications to the four county gardening 

centers. Recipes and food preparation 

resources were shared with local food 

banks. 

• Virtual meetings were held with the 

County 4-H Council, Youth Development 

Committee and 4-H families as we 

moved through the 4-H year. 

• Throughout the spring and fall 14-Infant/

Toddler Environment Rating Scale 

(ITERS-3) classes, 8-Early Childhood 

Environment Rating Scale (ECERS-3), 1-

School-Age Care Environment Rating 

Scale (SACERS), and 2-Family Child 

Care Environment Rating Scale 

(FCCERS) were offered using this virtual 

format reaching 295 participants in these 

series through October. As gathering 

restrictions impacted face-to-face 

programming beginning in March 2020, 

we adapted to these changes to meet the 

needs of early childcare providers. 

Annual Environment Rating Scale 

Trainings are offered statewide in various 

locations in partnership with DHS and 

Child Care Resource and Referral. 

Human sciences specialists quickly 

adapted to the gathering restrictions by 

offering these classes virtually through 

the Zoom and Canvas Platforms. This 

allowed Human Sciences Extension and 

Outreach to continue to meet the need 

for these trainings virtually and to open all trainings to 

providers statewide, making them more accessible.  

Providing a County Fair Experience 

Although the traditional fair and other summer programming 

was not possible because of the pandemic, ISU Extension 

and Outreach Fayette County worked with our partners to 

provide an alternate experience to demonstrate and 

showcase the work of our 4-H youth. 

• ISU Extension and Outreach Fayette County hosted a 

virtual poultry workshop, led by a retail account rep from 

Cargill.  34 youth and several adults from Fayette 

County and five neighboring counties participated.   

• Summer camps were modified. The summer program 

assistant put together “take and make” bags in a variety 

of topics and delivered each week to several 

communities throughout the county.  The topics 

included: Art Explosion; Dig Those Dinosaurs; Red, 

White and Blue; Smart Art, Up in Space, The Great 

Outdoors and The World Around Us. Over 100 youth 

kindergarten through 5th grade enjoyed the opportunity 

to experience Extension materials.  

• 4-H Static Judging was held as a “drop and go,” followed 



 

 

by a Saturday morning and early 

afternoon of judging.  214 static exhibits 

were exhibited by 53 individuals.  

Livestock shows were considered a 

“show and go.”  Youth were on the 

grounds a limited amount of time and 

each 4-H member showing could bring a 

total of four spectators.  All livestock 

shows were live streamed through 

Facebook.    

• The Clover Café, located on the Fayette 

County Fairgrounds, was torn down and 

rebuilt.  $65,000+ was raised through a 

Chicken Dinner fundraiser along with 

donations from businesses, families, in 

memory of and in honor of individuals 

that have had a great impact on 4-H in 

Fayette County.  Grand Opening will be 

held at the Fair 2021. 

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach, Fayette County 

is determined to help Iowans help each 

other. Looking ahead to 2021, we will be: 

Supporting efforts to increase access to 

quality child care — Iowa families need 

reliable, quality child care to be able to work 

and contribute to the state’s economy. What 

happens during the early years of a child’s 
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life impacts their future success. ISU Extension and 

Outreach provides training for Iowa’s child care workforce on 

early learning principles and practices, nutrition, and critical 

health and safety information. We are supporting families as 

they sort through child care and public school return-to-learn 

decisions. We also work with local communities to find 

creative solutions for supporting child care programs. 

ISU Extension and Outreach Fayette County will support 

individuals/organizations in becoming certified and 

maintaining high quality childcare by providing free to low 

cost, high quality training that is easily accessible.  

Continuing to Reach Youth — By participating in 4-H 

educational experiences, Fayette County youth develop 

skills in the areas of STEM, communication, leadership, civic 

engagement, healthy living, and general life skills. 4-H Youth 

Development programming gives youth the opportunity to 

feel physically and emotionally safe while actively 

demonstrating what they have learned. 
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