
 

 

Serving the People of Fayette County 

As Iowans adjusted to life during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

ISU Extension and Outreach continued to prioritize health 

and safety as we delivered research-based education to the 

people of Fayette County. During 2021 we focused on the 

following efforts. 

• Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Fayette 
County collaborated with Fayette County Farm Bureau and 
Harlan Fremont, a local 4-H club, to host a Safety Day at 
West Central Community School. 317 youth in kindergarten 
through 12th grade participated in the half day program. 
The highlight of the afternoon was when participants were 
able to sit in the seat of a combine and were then 
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Employee Spotlight:  

Cody Emery 

Youth Outreach Educator 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 

Fayette County welcomed Cody Emery as Youth 

Outreach Educator, a new position created to 

increase educational programming in the county. 

He will focus on providing educational 

experiences for in-school and after school during 

the school year and providing summer camps and 

assisting with the county fair during the summer. 

Cody has worked in ISU Extension and Outreach 

for the past three years as the Bremer County 

Youth Coordinator and is excited to start his new 

adventure working with both counties in this new 

position. 

Cody has a passion for 4-H. Growing up in the 

Ottumwa, Iowa area, he was a 12-year member in 

Wapello County where he served as President of 

his 4-H club and Vice President for the Wapello 

County 4-H Council for two years. As a 4-H 

member, Cody showed cattle, goats, sheep, 

rabbits, chickens, and many static exhibit 

projects. 

He received his bachelor’s degree from UNI in 

Studio Arts in 2016 and enjoys using his creativity 

to help engage with kids and make “boring” 

experiences FUN while learning about Art 

Elements and Principles! 

Cody lives in Waverly with his partner and their 

four dogs.  

Get In Contact:  

Cody Emery 

cbemery@iastate.edu 

encouraged to look into the mirrors to see the pick-up truck 
that was parked behind it.  To many, it was a big surprise 
that as close as it was parked, they could not see the truck 
in the mirrors.  Our goal for the day was accomplished as 
youth walked away with at least one safety tip and by the 
many comments this was a big one.  

• ISU Extension and Outreach Fayette County distributed 
vegetable seed packets to Fayette County community 
gardens and provided garden publications to the four 
county gardening centers. Recipes, vegetable seeds and 
food preparation resources were shared with local food 
banks.  Planting seeds and tending plants gets people 
outdoors and moving, improving physical health and 
reducing stress.  Children who participate in growing 
produce are more likely to try a wide arrange of foods. 

• As part of the 4-H motto, “My Hands to Larger Service”, 
2064 bottles of antibacterial hand soap were distributed to 
child care centers, several churches, and food pantries in 
the county.  Thorough handwashing reduces the spread of 
germs, including germs associated with the flu and COVID-
19. 

Showcasing 4-H at the County Fair 

The Fayette County Fair provided the opportunity for youth 

to demonstrate what they had learned through their 4-H 

project work over the past year. 

• Despite the pandemic in 2020, the Fayette County Fair was 
back to normal in 2021.  Youth were excited to be back on 
the grounds and it showed by the increase of entries in both 
livestock and static.  In 2021, 214 Fayette County 4-H and 
FFA exhibitors exhibited 1101 exhibits which was an 
increase of 319 total exhibits from the previous year.  As far 
as 4-H membership, Fayette County saw an increase of 10 
with youth 4th-12th and Clover Kids increased by 30.   

• The newly built Clover Café was completed and doors were 
officially opened with a ribbon cutting ceremony on the first 
day of the county fair.  The flow of placing and picking up 
orders was amazing and fair goers had nothing but great 
comments about the new setup, menu, and extended 
seating area. 

Clover Café ribbon cutting ceremony during the county fair. 



 

 

 

The PoP Club Program was held over 11 weeks this summer. Top —  Daniel 

with his canvas tote painted with vegetables.  Left — Lydia, Lucille and Ron-

nie planting seed tapes.  Right — Xavier and Isabella with their vegetables. 

Working toward Recovery 

As our state works toward recovery, ISU 
Extension and Outreach—Fayette County has 
been supporting efforts to increase access to 
quality child care and engaging Iowans in 
improving food supply, safety, and access. 

 
• ISU Extension and Outreach—Fayette 

County has partnered with NICC/RAMS 
Center in Oelwein in the past to offer 
Babysitting Basics.  Due to the 
pandemic, this year’s class was held 
virtually.  20 5th grade and older youth 
participated each week for one hour to 
learn ages and stages of children as well 
as a basic understanding of steps to take in 
health related or emergency situation.   

• A virtual session was also held during the 
winter months with 5th and 6th grade youth 
from the Oelwein Community School 
District afterschool program.  This was a 
much smaller group but from the survey 
comments they too walked away with 
knowing more on how to take care of a 
small child.   

• In the summer of 2021, the world was 
starting to get somewhat normal so two 
face to face Babysitting Basics sessions 
were offered during the Oelwein Summer 
School program.  Being able to complete 
hands on activities was great and many 
mentioned that the highlight was to make a 
boo boo bunny that they can keep in their 
babysitting bag to take with them in case a 
child has a minor injury such as a cut or 
bump.   

• The PoP Club Program at the Oelwein 
Farmers Market offered a chance to 
empower children to make healthy choices 
when selecting food to eat, explore the 
farmers market, learn about different 

varieties of fruits and vegetables while also learning about 
how food is grown by connecting them with local farmers.  
The 49 registered children received a $3 coupon each 
week they visited. They also participated in 4 activities 
including planting seed tapes, building an edible creation 
using different plant parts, painting canvas market totes 
with vegetables, and painting garden rocks. 

• North Fayette Valley Community Schools hosted a Leader 
in Me Camp for all 6th grade youth in the district.  Several 
county 4-H youth are in this school district, so this was an 
opportunity for them to participate in 4-H programming 
different than 4-H meetings and/or the county fair.  Lots of 
activities on team building were shared with the youth and 
this year’s activities included: raccoon circles, human knot 
and activities from the “Here’s Something to Do” book 
written by Jim Cain.  Lots of laughter was heard throughout 
the building and it made those who hadn’t been to the 
session yet want to get there sooner.  

Looking ahead to 2022, ISU Extension and Outreach 
Fayette County will:  
 
Support efforts to increase access to quality child care — 

Iowa families need reliable, quality child care to be able to 

work and contribute to the state’s economy. What happens 

during the early years of a child’s life impacts their future 

success. ISU Extension and Outreach provides training for 

Iowa’s child care workforce on early learning principles and 



 

 

practices, nutrition, and critical health and 

safety information. We also work with local 

communities to find creative solutions for 

supporting child care programs. 

• ISU Extension and Outreach Fayette 
County will support individuals/
organizations in meeting registration and 
licensing requirements and maintaining 
high quality childcare by providing free to 
low cost, high quality training that is easily 
accessible.  For example, Building 
Resilience with Storybooks is planned 
for the spring in collaboration with Child 
Care Resource and Referral.  Child care 
professionals will learn interactive reading 
techniques to support children’s ability to 
bounce back after adversity, which 
improves children’s social emotional skills 
needed for school success and overall 
wellbeing.   

 
• Young children who are read to frequently 

have higher vocabularies, better 
comprehension, and stronger cognitive 
skills. Next spring, ISU Extension Fayette 
County will be offering Raising School 
Ready Readers, a 5-session interactive 
reading experience for preschool age 
children and their parents designed to 
increase engaging reading experiences in 
the home. 

 
Continue to Reach Youth — By participating 

in 4-H educational experiences, Fayette 

County youth develop skills in the areas of 

STEM, communication, leadership, civic 

engagement, healthy living, and general life 

skills. 4-H youth development programming 

gives youth the opportunity to feel physically 

and emotionally safe while actively 

demonstrating what they have learned. 

• ISU Extension and Outreach Fayette 

County in collaboration with NICC/RAMS This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination 
statement or accommodation inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 
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Center in Oelwein is offering a day-long Mindfulness 

Program.  Participants will spend the day learning to 

prioritize their wellbeing, connecting with each other, 

learning how mindfulness can impact their daily lives, and 

discovering ways to thrive, even in the face of obstacles, 

stress, or mental health issues. 

• U.S. Census data shows that 7 million school-age children 

across the nation are left home alone during summer 

months.  ISU Extension and Outreach Fayette County is 

partnering with NICC/RAMS Center in Oelwein to offer On 

Their Own and Okay for children in fourth through sixth 

grade.  The day long program will strengthen skills in youth 

who may care for themselves and/or siblings during after 

school hours or during the summer. 

Adriane Carlson 

Regional Director 
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