2018 IN DES MOINES COUNTY
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State
University research and resources. We are working with the people of Des Moines County for
what we all want: a strong Iowa.

Des Moines County Extension Council
Every Iowa county has an elected extension
council that guides local educational programming
by partnering with staff. From needs assessment
through program implementation and evaluation
of outcomes, the council represents the issues
and people of the county.
We have identified these local issues as priority
topics for current and future programming:
 Community Economic Development
 Food and the Environment
 Health and Well-being
 K12 Youth Outreach

Extension Council Members
We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and
children to be healthy. And eventually we want to turn the
world over to the next generation better than we found it.
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Economic Development
Applicator Recertification Trainings





87 Applicators attended Private Pesticide Recertification
87 Applicators attended Commercial Pesticide Recertification

5 Manure Applicators
These applicators learned best practices to protect or environment,
community and help their clients.

Health and Well-Being
Food Safety Certification Courses –ServSafe ® 47 participants
learned current best practices related to safe food handling and
cleaning and sanitizing as well as tips on how to implement
essential food safety practices and create a culture of food safety.
The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program was offered
in Des Moines County to qualified individuals who needed
assistance with preparing their tax returns. Seven volunteers
volunteered more than 200 hours to coordinate VITA in Burlington.
Through these efforts more than $20,000 in earned income tax
credits were filed, and a total of more than $40,000 in state and
federal tax refunds.

Food and Environment

K-12 Youth Outreach

Local Food

4-H and Youth Development Program

ISU Rising Star Interns helped to provide local
food educational programming in and around Des
Moines County in the summer of 2018. The pilot
program “Sharing From the Garden” was offered
in coordination with summer school at Corse
Elementary where over 40 students learned
about how food grows, where food is produced,
and how to prepare fruits and veggies. The
program culminated in a ‘Pop-Up’ Farmers
Market at the school, where students shopped
from local farmers and were able to take fresh
produce and farm eggs home to their families.

Des Moines County 4-H empowers youth to reach their full
potential through youth-adult partnerships and research-based
experiences: 535 youth were reached; 76 leaders helped to
“Make the Best Better;” 16 4-H Clubs and 4 Clover Kid groups
are established; and 4 Elementary Afterschool 4-H Clubs were
implemented.

Master Gardeners
There are 49 Master Gardeners in our Des
Moines County group and they have logged 2484
volunteer hours this year.
Des Moines County Master Gardeners secured
funding through the MG Growing Together Grant
and partnered with a local farm, Homestead
1839, to grow a donation
garden this year. Produce
was also collected from the
farmers market for
donation. In total, 3031
pounds of locally grown
produce was donated to
area food pantries, shut-ins
and section 8 housing
through this project.

County Extension Staff
Teresa Friedel
Office Manager/
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Mary Steffener
County Youth Coordinator

Morgan Hoenig
Local Foods Coordinator

Des Moines County 4-H
partnered with the Burlington
School System to establish four
new 4-H clubs in the Elementary
School system. Youth completed
hands-on-activities including
Computer Science, Crime and
Spy Science, Duct Tape Crafts,
and Kids in the Kitchen.
Congratulations to the Mayor’s
Volunteer Award winners, in
Education, who volunteered their
time to facilitate the afterschool
program!
Des Moines County 4-H also partnered with Edward Stone
Middle School afterschool students on a Global Citizenship
project. The students made t-shirt bags, out of old t-shirts, to
send to a school in Honduras. The students believe that if the
youth of Honduras can not use the bags for school, then maybe
their family members will use the bags when they go to the
market. Either way, it is a win-win for everyone involved.
#4HGrows in Des Moines County!
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