
 

 

The Des Moines County Extension Council has 

been elected by the people of the county to guide 

local educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always. 

Thank you for your support. 
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2020 IN DES MOINES COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Des Moines County for a #STRONGIOWA: 

Serving the People of Des Moines County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Des Moines County began 2020 
focused on the following efforts: 

• Meeting the high demand for ag programming. Winter Private 

Pesticide Recertification wrapped up in January with 86 
participants. Spring Commercial Pesticide Recertification courses 
served 46 attendees. The Weather the Storms program educated 
26 farmers on the long term effects the current weather patterns 
will have on Midwest farming.  

• Continuing to support financial security. Our ISU Extension 

and Outreach Finance Specialist hosted the Money Smart 
program to an audience of 60. 

• Improving food supply and access via local foods and 

gardening programs. A fruit and vegetable gardening 101 
program was attended by 37 individuals. Des Moines County 
Master Gardeners received $2,000 from a “Growing Together” 
grant that was used to support two donation garden sites. 20 
Master Gardener volunteers contributed more than 300 hours to 
maintaining these gardens that produced more than 2,140 
pounds of locally grown produce that was donated back into the 
community.  

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU Extension and 
Outreach prioritized health and safety as we developed new ways to 
bring research-based education to the people of Des Moines County. 
We remained open for business and we continued to educate, 
engage, and serve Iowans. 



 

 

• In March, Des Moines county embraced the 

approach “we’re not closed, we’re working 
differently.” While staff began working remotely, 
we remained committed to serving Iowans and 
were readily available via email, phone, and 
video conferencing. Programming transitioned 
to safe delivery methods.  

• On June 1, 2020 staff returned to working in the 

office but the door remains locked for crowd 
control purposes. Visitors are asked to call 
before entering and requested materials to be 
left on the bench out front, delivered to their 
vehicle, or given upon entry while all parties 
wear a mask.  

• Despite the pandemic, the 39 active Des 

Moines County Master Gardener volunteers 
logged more than 2,000 volunteer hours this 
year! Additionally, 18 participants attended 
online Master Gardener Training in Fall 2020.  

Continuing to Reach Youth 

By participating in 4-H educational experiences, Des 
Moines County youth develop STEM, 
communication, leadership, civic engagement, 
healthy living, and general life skills. 4-H Youth 
Development programming gives youth the 
opportunity to feel physically and emotionally safe 
while actively demonstrating what they have 
learned. 

• In place of summer day camps, 4-H On-the-Go 

kits: a free, brown bag activity and lesson, were 
provided to 400 youth identified through two 
new partnerships: Bridges out of Poverty– 
Building Bridges and Lend a Paw Pantry.   

• Funds were secured from the 2020 Iowa Farm to Summer 

Campaign “Crunch into Cucumbers” to promote locally sourced 
foods at summer feedings sites.  Local blueberries were 
consumed by 281 children while multi-colored cherry tomatoes 
and cucumbers reached 187 children at day care centers 
throughout Des Moines County.   

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Des Moines County is determined to 
help Iowans help each other. Looking ahead to 2021, ISU Extension 
and Outreach Des Moines County will expand educational 
opportunities for youth. As the pandemic continues, many schools 
and families are struggling to create meaningful learning 
experiences for students who may have unreliable access to 
technology, whether in the classroom or at home. ISU Extension 
and Outreach partners with schools and local organizations to 
support children, youth, and families in nonformal learning 
environments. We provide age appropriate, online and offline 
learning experiences and resources for K-12 youth. Our programs 
connect youth with caring adults in a safe environment for positive 
youth development. 

ISU Extension and Outreach Des Moines County will identify gaps in 
county staffing and evaluate if additional hires would enable 
increased outreach and assist in the development of community 
partnerships to expand youth programming.   
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