
 

 

Serving the People of Crawford County 

ISU Extension and Outreach, Crawford County began 2020 

focused on the following efforts: 

• We offered the Crop Advantage Series which gave 
farmers and producers valuable information on crops, 
pests, soils, events, blog updates from around the state 
by our agronomists and specialists. 100 attended the 
day long event. 

• We presented Women Marketing Grain, a four-series 
class to help women sharpen their grain marketing skills.  

• We partnered with the Norelius Library with 12 STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) kits for 
check-out. The kits are designed to support literacy 
development and STEM skills. 
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Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Crawford County for a #STRONGIOWA: 

The Crawford County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From the needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always. 
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Master Gardeners: Growing 

Together Mini-grant 

A community donation garden is 

designed to grow fresh produce for 

community consumption, especially in 

communities experiencing food 

insecurity. The Crawford County Master 

Gardener program received a Growing 

Together Mini-grant to assist with 

developing their own community garden. 

Master Gardeners collected 149 pounds 

of produce and donated to the 

Temporary Assistance Program, 

(TAP), a program of the local food bank.  

Current efforts to create increased fresh 

food opportunities for the community are 

currently underway. Six to eight fruit 

trees will be added to the Denison 

Community Garden and will add value 

and nutrition to those who are learning 

about wellness and nutrition through 

gardening. The community garden is 

located on the Denison Municipal 

grounds. 

 

 Get In Contact: 
Crawford County, 

Master Gardener 

Program training 

available Fall 2021. 

 

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU Extension 

and Outreach prioritized health and safety as we developed 

new ways to bring research-based education to the people of 

Crawford County. We remained open for business and we 

continued to educate, engage, and serve Iowans. 

• On March 17, our office closed to the public but 

continued to serve our community by working remotely. 

On June 1, we reopened to the public and installed a 

plexiglass shield in the front desk area while limiting the 

number of people allowed in our building. 

• Program pre-registration has become important as we 

move forward. Additional program sessions have been 

added to keep groups smaller, face covering use 

encouraged, and events moved outdoors or offered 

online.  

• We contributed over 800 fruit donations through the 

pandemic which was accomplished through six area 

schools to provide a healthy snack. Area schools 

disbursed the fruit designated to be used for the Grab-

and-Go meal program that the district has been carrying 

out since the COVID-19 pandemic hit.  

• We supported the Gifts of Hope program that injected 

$90,300 into area businesses in its first 9 rounds and 

aspires to top $100,000 in the final round. The Chamber 

and Development of Crawford County advocated this 

to the community with an overwhelming support. 

• We offered the Virtual Farmers Coffee, Topics covered 

included: Agronomic impact of derecho and drought on 

West Central Iowa crops, crop insurance and other 

financial considerations of 2020 crop, grain quality and 

storage issues, harvest safety and farm stress 

resources.  



 

 

 

Smithfield Swine Project at the Crawford 

County Fair 

This year was the first year for our Smithfield Swine  

project. 4-H youth signed up to receive four hogs for $50 

with an obligation to raise the animals, learn about basic 

animal care, and showcase their hard work at the fair. 

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit in March 2020, there 

was uncertainty whether the project would continue. 

Smithfield and Production Manager Kevin Koenig 

stepped up to the challenge. Smithfield donated the pigs 

and Koenig delivered the animals to the youth at their 

family farms. Youth raised their animals, interviewed on 

their projects and showed them at the Crawford County 

fair. We look forward to seeing how the effort will grow in 

the future. 

• Fifty crates were filled and donated to 

local businesses as part of community 

mental health awareness efforts.  

Additional awareness efforts included the 

Iowa Concern ads on KDSN radio and 

social media. 

Providing a County Fair 

Experience 

Although the traditional fair was not possible 

because of the pandemic, ISU Extension and 

Outreach Crawford County worked with our 

partners to provide an alternate experience 

to demonstrate and showcase the work of 

our 4-H youth. 

ISU and Outreach in Crawford County 

coordinated with the local fair board to create 

a responsible, safe experience for our 4-

Hers, volunteers, staff and fair-goers.  

Adjustments were made to entries and 

showings as well as extension youth 

offerings. Youth stuck at home participated in 

Clover Crates/4-H on the Go activities.  Six 

businesses in addition to our youth, picked 

up crate kits at the extension office. 

4-Hers participated in a nonconference style 

static judging day, showed their livestock in 

the newly adapted show-and-go format and 

4-Hers of all ages participated in the Wyffels 

Tall Corn contest where 4-Hers received 

corn and were challenged to grow the tallest 

plant. 

 

 

To encourage participation, the Crawford County Extension 

Council is making 4-H free to all new and returning 4-H’ers. 

As Covid-19 continues to progress we are challenging our  

4-H clubs to do more by supporting local 

businesses, thanking essential workers, and 

reaching shut-ins through a pen pal program. 

 



 

 

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Crawford 

County is determined to help Iowans help 

each other. Looking ahead to 2021, ISU 

Extension and Outreach Crawford County 

will support Iowans in reviving the Iowa 

economy, including the farm economy. ISU 

Extension and Outreach believes in the 

power of entrepreneurs and the value they 

bring to our communities. We support small 

businesses through research-based training 

and technical assistance. We provide 

agribusinesses and farmers with research-

based education to inform their decisions. 

We are committed to helping Iowa’s rural 

communities, agribusinesses, and farmers 

remain financially solvent, connect to 

appropriate resources, find alternate 

markets, and increase their profitability. 

 
We are planning to improve the economic 

condition, for individuals, families and 

businesses in the greater Crawford County 

area by offering in-person or virtual 

workshops to boost economic and financial 

opportunities for local businesses and 

organizations. We will teach skills needed to 

boost wellness, revenue and retail activity. 
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Our 4-H’ers will create a “buy local” campaign to encourage 

county residents to support their local economy.  Iowa small 

businesses will be able sell their Iowa made/manufactured 

products on Shop Iowa for free through June 2021. ISU 

Extension and Outreach specialists will deliver farm 

business programs to support value-added enterprises, 

businesses and regional food systems through research, 

education, and community engagement. 

Targeted programs will provide tools to economic 

development leaders and county officials including: 

Innovators Tools for Catalytic Financial Practices, Leading 

Communities Series, and Community and Economic 

Development programs on housing, planning and zoning.  

We are Crawford County, #IOWASTRONG. 

Terry Torneten 

Regional Director 


