
 

 

Serving the People of Clinton County 

As Iowans adjusted to life during the COVID-19 pandemic, ISU 

Extension and Outreach continued to prioritize health and safety 

as we delivered research-based education to the people of Clinton 

County. During 2021, we focused on the following efforts: 

• Agricultural Education, including Master Gardener 
programming 

• Human Sciences Programming, including Food & Nutrition 
and Early Childhood Education 

• Mental health and wellness initiatives 

• Youth development programs 

Agricultural Education 

In 2021, we had to change how we delivered our private pesticide 

applicator trainings. We spread the education opportunities over 

22 classes from January to March. We saw a dip in the number of 

participants, 215 applicators —down from 289 in 2020 — attended 

the training at our office or via the Zoom sessions we offered. In 

2022, the normal format will return with four large classes being 

held in January and February. 

2021 IN CLINTON COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Clinton County for a #STRONGIOWA. 

The Clinton County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 
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Program Spotlight: Growing 

Together in Clinton County 

In 2021, Clinton County Extension was 

awarded a $2,000 Growing Together 

Grant from ISU and the USDA. This 

grant helped to support two donation 

gardens — one in Clinton and one in 

DeWitt. The produce from these gardens 

was donated to area food banks to 

provide fresh veggies for those in need. 

The Clinton Garden saw some hardships 

when the first round of crops failed to 

produce due to a number of factors. It 

was replanted in July with tomatoes and 

green peppers and ultimately produced 

over 220lbs of vegetables that were 

donated to Clinton food banks. 

Thanks to a generous donation of land 

from local farmer Brian Kinney, there 

was a great spot to grow in DeWitt. With 

ideal growing conditions that included 

plastic mulch to keep down the weeds 

and drip lines to provide adequate water, 

over 860lbs of veggies were donated to 

food banks throughout Clinton County.  

All told, this program led to over 1080lbs 

of veggies being donated to food banks 

in Clinton County. 

Get In Contact:  

Sam Genson — sgenson@iastate.edu 

The Master Gardeners were able to have in-person programming 

this year, which included Master Gardener Day at the Fair. Each of 

the four sessions had over 30 attendees. In addition to this, the 

Master Gardeners held sessions for the kids at the fair with over 

combined 120 participants at the three workshops that were 

offered.  

Additionally, the Master Gardeners renovated the Outdoor 

Learning Classroom (OLC) at the fairgrounds following the 

derecho damage that was done in 2020. A sculpture was added 

and a place for wedding party pictures was created. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, our Master Gardeners 

volunteered hundreds of hours to make our Growing Together 

donation gardening project (see left) a resounding success.  

Human Sciences Programming 

Reducing foodborne illness by 10% would prevent 5 million 

Americans from getting sick each year. A decline in health affects 

productivity, personal income, and health care cost. To help food 

establishment serve safe food, Human Sciences Extension and 

Outreach facilitated ServSafe®, a food safety certification program 

through the National Restaurant Association in Clinton County. 

Between Nov 2020 and Oct 2021, the program was delivered in 

Clinton County. Of the 94 participants, 69% (n=65) of the 

participants received certification. (60 business represented) 

In an effort to provide additional early childhood educational 

opportunities to providers in the Clinton County area, Clinton 

County Extension and Outreach partnered with Clinton County 

Conservation to deliver Growing Up Wild, a four-hour program for 

15 early educators. Financial support from Clinton and Scott 

County Extension Councils provided the Growing Up Wild 

resource guides and materials. Financial support from Child Care 

Resource and Referral supported specialist time and travel. 

The four-hour session highlighted the benefits of using the out-of-

doors as a teaching classroom. Participants received a resource 

guide that provides over 30 themes that can support classroom 

content. Mark Roberts, County Naturalist provided all participants 

with an out-door experience complete with a pontoon ride of the 

Mississippi River, guided sandbar exploration, and bird calling 

experience.  



 

 

 

Trunk or Treat was held at the Clinton Municipal Airport in  

October. Youth and their families participated in trick-or-treating 

at trunks. More than 1,000 people attended this event. Over 250 

prepared 4-H promotional bags were handed out with the theme 

“Find Your Spark”.  

Addressing Mental Health 

In August of 2020, the Clinton County Extension 

Council voted to make Mental Health a focus of 

our Covid Recovery Plan. 

To that end, the staff has been trained in 

Question.Persuade.Refer. (QPR), a suicide 

awareness course, and Mental Health First Aid. A 

virtual Mental Health First Aid was also offered at 

the Clinton Public Library in May of 2021.  

Additionally, the county director set up a “Brain 

Health Work Group” comprised of social agency 

workers in Clinton that developed action plans to 

address the concern residents have over mental 

health, as indicated in the MercyOne Community 

Health Needs Assessment.  

Showcasing 4-H at the County 

Fair 

ISU Extension and Outreach Clinton County 

worked hard to provide a memorable experience 

for our 4-Her’s as we returned to “normal” 

following a year of COVID-19. Because of certain 

COVID restrictions in 2020, we heavily focused 

this year on making sure both 4th & 5th graders 

understood all the how-to’s of the county fair. 

Although this year was filled with many firsts for 

our younger 4-Her’s, our 4-Her’s and families 

appreciated the fair returning to it’s normal day-by

-day schedule of 4-H events. Livestock shows 

took place over the course of 4 days. We had: 

• Over 400 static entries  

• Nearly 300 beef entries  

• Close to 200 swine entries  

• As well as significant numbers in horse, 

sheep/goat, poultry, and rabbit project areas.  

We were also able to return to an in-person awards ceremony 

during county fair to recognize our 4-H Hall of Fame Inductee, 

graduating seniors and Clover Kids, as well as present our 

Meritorious Service Award and 4-H Foundation Scholarships. 

As things slowly began turning back to “normal” this year, the 

Clinton County Fair was highly anticipated by our 4-H members. 

We worked to make it a successful and safe experience for our 

youth and their families and look forward to the 2022’s fair 

season. 

Clinton Afterschool Partners  

Youth at School District’s afterschool program learned about art 

elements through literacy and hands-on activities January-

May. Nearly 50 youth learned about layers, lines, shapes, colors, 

forms, and textures. Youth were able to take home a project each 

session. Each session also included a community building activity 

with fitness.   

Summer Discovery for K-3rd Grade Youth  

Seven day-camps were held in June for youth who completed K-

3rd grades. Topics included science, animals, robotics and 

gardening. Day camps were held in DeWitt each week in addition 

 

At Flight Club day camp, 

youth learned about flight 

principles, practicing with 

paper airplanes and 

parachute drop experiments. 

Flight careers in agriculture 

were introduced by a  

presenter from the local FS/

AgVantage.  

New Partner: Clinton Municipal Airport/P&N Flight & Charter  



 

 

to Goose Lake and Wheatland alternating weeks. 

Around 60 youth were reached with many 

attending more than one day camp. Almost 30 

youth were non-members.   

Meyer Plant Workshop Series 

With support in memory of Eugene Maxwell 

Meyer, nine 4-H and Clover Kids members grew 

their own pepper and onion plants. The group 

met almost monthly from March-July to plant 

seeds, transplant, and learn how to grow their 

own garden. Two Master Gardeners led the 

workshop series and answered lots of questions 

along the way. Members were able to bring their 

plant to the county fair to be judged. The 

workshop series wrapped up with members 

receiving a kit to prepare for the next planting 

season.    

School Field Days Promote 

Healthy Living 

Head, Heart, Hands, and Health make up the 4 

H’s of the 4-H pledge. During school field trip 

days at Eagle Heights Elementary and Northeast 

Elementary, youth learned about switching what 

they VIEW, DO, and CHEW for healthier habits. 
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helps youth make smoothies to add more fruits and vegetables 

into their diets. Students enjoyed eating the smoothies after 

pedaling to make them.    

Working toward Recovery 

As our state works toward recovery, ISU Extension and Outreach 
Clinton County has been engaging Iowans in addressing mental 
health. 
 
Looking ahead to 2022, ISU Extension and Outreach Clinton 
County will continue to promote educational programs like QPR 
and Mental Health First Aid while looking at ways teams like the 
Brain Health Work Group can have a lasting positive impact 
community. 
 

• One of our main priorities will be to grow the opportunities for 
the youth in Clinton County to participate in 4-H vetted 
interactive programming. 

 

• Our Master Gardner program will look to engage the public 
with even more research-based gardening and landscaping 
educational activities 

 

• As always, we will continue to provide world-class research-
based agricultural education to our farmers.  

Jeffrey Macomber 

Regional Director 


