
 

 

Serving the People of Clinton County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Clinton County began 2020 

focused on the following efforts: 

• 4-H and K-12 Youth Outreach 

• Agricultural and Natural Resources 

• Economic Development 

• Health and Well-being 

The year started out with a lot of promise for our office as 

efforts surrounding two programs, Tech Changemakers, and 

The Strengthening Families: for parents and youth ages 10-
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Clover Crates: A “Camp-at-

Home” Experience 

When traditional summer camps were 

canceled, staff pivoted to offer a camp-at

-home experience to youth in 

kindergarten through 6th grade.  Youth 

could choose to pick up one Clover 

Crate or all three offered for their age 

group during the month of June.  

Clover Crate topics for K-3rd grade 

youth included Intro to Coding, Art 

Explosion, and Agriculture Everywhere. 

Youth in 4-6th grade could choose from 

The Science of Magic, Spa Retreat, and 

Crime Scene Investigation. Each crate 

included most materials needed for 6+ 

hours of fun and learning. 

A few 4-H or Clover Kids members 

signed up for crates however a majority 

of youth reached were non-members.  

Clover Crates have continued into the 

fall with the Boredom Buster Clover 

Crate, a crate included 14 activities for 

youth bored at home.  

Reserve a Boredom Buster 

Clover Crate today! 

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/

clinton/news/boredom-buster-clover-

crate  

14 were getting off the ground. Tech Changemakers was a 

program that would teach the less tech-savvy of Clinton 

County how to use their computers and mobile devices. The 

Strengthening Families Program: For parents and youth 10-

14 (SFP:10-14) is a series of classes that brings families 

together by showing the unique stressors that children ages 

10-14 have while also showing the youth that their parents 

and guardians have difficulties all of their own. Unfortunately, 

both programs needed to be halted due to the COVID 

outbreak. We are, however, looking forward to the return of 

in-person programming so that we can once again deliver 

programs like SFP:10-14 face-to-face. 

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU Extension 

and Outreach prioritized health and safety as we developed 

new ways to bring research-based education to the people of 

Clinton County. We remained open for business and we 

continued to educate, engage, and serve Iowans. 

• The Clinton County office closed to the public in mid-

March due to the pandemic. Staff worked from home, 

with a rotation of one person in the office per day to 

make sure that incoming mail and bills were handled in a 

safe and timely manner. 

• Our office re-opened to the public in mid-May with face 

coverings and social distancing encouraged. As the year 

has progressed and the COVID numbers grew, more 

guidelines and safety measures were put in place. 

• Fun-Activity Friday bags were created for families to 

have something fun and educational to do each week in 

May. This continued through June thanks to a 

partnership with the Clinton and Wheatland libraries. 

With the face-to-face program halted, our team quickly 
transitioned to offering and encouraging remote learning 
opportunities for 4-H members and Master Gardeners.  



 

 

 

4-H and FFA youth brought livestock exhibits throughout the week instead of 

all at once like in years past. (Top) Kenedy Stolk shows her dog, Norris. This 

judge sanitized between exhibitors and pets. (Left) Reminders were posted 

across the grounds to stay a safe distance from others. (Right) Clover Kids 

still had the chance to practice showing. This Clover Kid was excited to bring 

his bucket bottle calf to the fairgrounds.  

Agricultural Education 

Continues 

While individual field calls are still being 

conducted in person (with social distancing, 

etc.) and phone and e-mail conversations 

still occur, much of Iowa State University 

Extension and Outreach crops programming 

has shifted to on-line offerings due to COVID

-19. Clinton County is a member of the 

Southeast Iowa Agricultural Research 

Association, which owns and co-manages 

the Iowa State University Southeast 

Research and Demonstration Farm near 

Crawfordsville, Iowa. The Spring Field Day 

was conducted virtually, and this farm was 

the only Iowa State University (ISU) research 

farm to conduct a Spring Field Day in 2020. 

The Spring Field Day presentations are 

available on the farm’s Facebook page: 

https://m.facebook.com/ISUSERF/. Based on 

this model, a statewide Fall Field Day was 

conducted during the week of August 1, 

2020. The presentations for the Fall Field 

Day, along with other crops-related videos, 

are available on the ISU Crops Team 

YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UCpBCq1iQV6r9R-XQutOH4ig. 

Looking forward, ISU Crops programming 

will be mostly through on-line offerings 

during the winter of 2020 - 2021. Details, 

including updates, can be found at CropsTV: 

http://www.aep.iastate.edu/cropstv/. 

 

Dedicated to Providing a County Fair 

Experience 

Although the traditional fair was not possible because of the 

pandemic, ISU Extension and Outreach Clinton County 

worked with our partners to provide an alternate experience 

to demonstrate and showcase the work of our 4-H youth 

over the past year. 

• Static exhibit judges read write-ups and judged exhibits 

in person while youth stayed safe at home. 

• Livestock check-in times were adjusted and spread out 

for less members on the grounds at any time.  

• Shows took place over six days instead of three or four. 

• Awards ceremonies were modified and continued to 

recognize graduating senior members. 

• Clover Kids had the opportunity to participate safely with 

livestock and with static exhibits.  

Some changes and modifications were for the better. As a 

way to limit contact between families and staff, exhibitors 

picked up entry tags, livestock cards, wristbands, 
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information packets, and t-shirts in one 

packet this year instead of multiple trips to 

the 4-H office. This process worked 

efficiently and will continue in the future.  

Many lessons were learned and plenty of 

notes were taken to make next year’s fair 

more successful. Depending on the public 

health environment, we will be prepared to 

offer a fair experience that will be rewarding 

for members.  

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Clinton County 

is determined to help Iowans help each 

other. Looking ahead to 2021, we will:  

• engage Iowans in addressing mental 

health  

• help with reviving the farm economy in 

Clinton County 

while continuing to deliver consistent quality 

programming in the areas of: 4-H and K-12 

Youth Outreach, Agricultural and Natural 

Resources, Economic Development, and 

Health and Well-being. This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination 
statement or accommodation inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 
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Extension Staff 

ISU Extension and Outreach Clinton County will … 

• Work with county partners to provide mental health 

programs such as Question.Persuade.Refer (QPR) - a 

suicide prevention course - and Mental Health First Aid 

(MHFA) - a day-long program that educates adults on 

the warning signs that someone might be having a 

mental health crisis and educates people to destigmatize 

mental illness. 

• Survey farmers and agribusinesses to gain further insight 

into their concerns regarding crops, livestock, farm 

management, and family finances. We will then follow 

that up with programming targeted towards the areas of 

greatest need while reaching the broadest possible 

audiences throughout the county. 

We know that, as 2021 progresses, we will once again be 

able to engage Iowans face-to-face for 4-H club meetings, 

Master Gardener events, economic development 

opportunities, and programs covering a broad range of 

topics for all of Clinton County. We look forward to growing 

our partner base as we increase programming that benefits 

all of Clinton County. 
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