
 

 

Serving the People of Clayton County 

As Iowans adjusted to life during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

ISU Extension and Outreach continued to prioritize health 

and safety as we delivered research-based education to the 

people of Clayton County. During 2021, we focused on the 

following efforts: 

• Leading Communities 

• 4-H Citizenship Program 

• Estate and Transition Planning 

2021 IN CLAYTON COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of  Clayton County for a #STRONGIOWA. 

The Clayton County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Program Spotlight: Leading 

Communities 

We launched an effort to enhance 

community engagement and local 

involvement in addressing community 

issues in Clayton County. Leading 

Communities: A Place-Based 

Leadership Program is an interactive 

community leadership program based on 

cutting edge community leadership 

research. This leadership program is 

unique in that it is designed to 

simultaneously provide participants with 

community-based skills and meet the 

specific needs of the places in which they 

live and work. Community Development 

Specialists from Iowa State University 

Extension and Outreach used Leading 

Communities to teach community 

members to develop, increase and sustain 

the local leadership efforts that are 

necessary to address community issues.  

The research based instructional materials 

are organized so that participants learn 

core competencies and skills associated 

with community leadership. The objectives 

of Leading Communities are to help 

community members:  

1. Understand the importance of 

community engagement.  

2. Learn four core competencies or skill 

sets associated with community 

leadership  

3. Learn how to use tools relating to 

those core competencies to address 

community issues and opportunities.  

Citizenship Program Concludes in 2021 with 

Washington DC Trip 

38 youth and adults representing Chickasaw, Clayton, 

Fayette, and Winneshiek counties participated in a week-

long 4-H Citizenship experience October 31-November 6.  

The 4-H citizenship program is for middle school and high 

school youth.  4-H members participated in a two-year 

program which culminated in a seven-day trip to 

Springfield, IL, Gettysburg, PA, and Washington, D.C.   

The educational portion of the program have youth, from 

different counties, gather to participate in get-to-know-you 

activities and give educational presentations on the 

different museums, historical sites, and monuments we 

will experience on the trip. During the instruction portion, 

youth learn about our local and state government and 

what it means to be a good citizen. Several guest 

speakers, board members, military officers, and 

representatives for Iowa Congress, are invited to share 

their experience as leaders and active citizens in their 

communities.  

The highlight of the program is the trip to our nation’s 

capital, Washington DC. We visited national landmarks 

including the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum & 

Tomb, Gettysburg Visitor Center & Military Fields. In 

Washington DC, youth visit the U.S. Capitol, National 

Archives, National Cathedral and gardens, Holocaust 

Museum, Mount Vernon, Arlington National Cemetery, 

Washington DC Presidential and War Monuments and 

Memorials, as well as Smithsonian museums and many 

other locations.  

“I pledge my heart…” Citizenship participants recite the 4-H 
Pledge in front of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington DC 



 

 

While in Washington D.C., youth had the 

opportunity to see the lessons they have 

learned, put into action from people who 

live in Iowa. 4-H participants greeted and 

spoke with our two Iowa Senators, Charles 

Grassley and Joni Ernst, and 

Congresswoman, Ashley Hinson. They 

talked about important issues they are 

currently working on and shared how they 

became a member of Congress. Another 

guest speaker was Hanna Pagel, former 

Fayette County 4-H member, who is 

currently working in Washington DC.  She 

talked about the skills she learned in 4-H 

and how having been an active member 

helped opened doors for her career as an 

Ag Journalist. The guest speakers were 

great examples of citizenship and 

leadership qualities put into action. The     

4-H program gives our youth the 

opportunity to take ownership, practice, 

and develop good citizenship values and 

leadership qualities as stated in the 4-H 

pledge, “for my club, my community, my 

country, and my world.”  

Estate and Transition Planning: The Nuts & 

Bolts To Get You Started   

Clayton County Extension hosted “Estate and Transition 

Planning: The Nuts & Bolts to Get Your Started” on 

December 6 at the Keystone AEA. 34 participants 

learned from Melissa O’Rourke, Attorney and ISU 

Extension Farm and Business Management Field 

Specialist. She presented important information on 

transition and estate planning.            

Key topics included property ownership, wills, federal 

estate tax, Iowa inheritance tax, trusts, healthcare 

planning, and gifting strategies. This seminar answered 

questions and got participants started on putting together 

a plan for lifetime transitions and estate planning.                                           

O’Rourke also talked about how families can start 

conversations about estate planning, transitioning a farm 

or other small business, including building a team of 

professionals to assist in the process.                         

Powers of attorney and healthcare planning was also 

highlighted.  “While a basic will can provide a good plan 

Clayton County Citizenship 2020             
participants in front of the White House and 

World War II Memorial 

Central students learning at Iowa’s Dairy Story 2021 and the  
Regional Junior Camp Participants 



 

 

for many estates, a trust may be an 

appropriate tool for some families and 

individuals,” says O’Rourke. The meeting 

explained the current status of federal 

estate and Iowa inheritance tax law and 

provide information to assist participants to 

work more effectively with their 

professional and legal advisors.                                                         

Showcasing 4-H at the County 

Fair 

The Clayton County Fair returned in 2021, 

providing the opportunity for youth to 

demonstrate what they had learned 

through their 4-H project work over the 

past year. 

• In person static judging returned, 

allowing youth to talk to the judge about 

their project, the goals they achieved, 
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and what they learned through making their project.  

• Livestock Exhibits were on display for the public again, 

as the youth showed during a full fair event. Youth 

were able to make new friendships and learn more 

from their project by tending it for several days at the 

fairgrounds. 

Working toward Recovery 

As our state works toward recovery, ISU Extension and 

Outreach Clayton County has been working to Revive 

Iowa’s Economy including the Ag Economy. We had 

Leading Communities Program, Beginning, Early Career 

Farmer Strategies Meetings, and Explore Clayton County 

Day Camp. 

Looking ahead to 2022, ISU Extension and Outreach 

Clayton County will bring Women Managing Farmland 

and Women Planning Ag Businesses in January. We will 

continue our Explore Clayton County Camp. 

 

Marybeth Foster 

Regional Director 


