2018 IN CLAYTON COUNTY
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research and resources. We are working with the people of Clayton County for what we all want:
a strong Iowa.
Clayton County Extension Council
Every Iowa county has an elected extension
council that guides local educational programming
by partnering with staff. From needs assessment
through program implementation and evaluation
of outcomes, the council represents the issues
and people of the county.
We have identified these local issues as priority
topics for current and future programming:
• Annie’s Project: Women In Ag

Annie’s Project, a Farm Business Management Class for
Women, had 20 registered program participants. Annie’s
Project is the agricultural business education program that
empowers farm and ranch women who want to be more
knowledgeable about their agricultural enterprises. Women
learn best with and from other women, and Annie’s Project
takes advantage of that fact by creating a comfortable and
supportive learning environment focused on the best farm
business management practices. Participants learned about
effective strategies to make good decisions in five key
management areas including financial, human resources,
legal, marketing, and production topics.

• Nature Explore® in Clayton County
• Master Gardeners Mini Grant
• Citizenship Trip to Washington DC
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Health and Well-Being
When children maintain
a sense of wonder,
learning across all
domains – language,
literacy, math, problem
solving – is enhanced
and supported. Nature
Explore®, which
focuses on renewing
early childhood
professional’s sense of
wonder so they can
support young
children’s sense of
wonder, is a researchbased and field-tested series of nature inspired
workshops and outdoor playspace guidelines.
Nature Explore® is underway in Clayton county in
collaboration with Clayton County Conservation
and Child Care Resource and Referral. The
workshops provide essential trainings early
childhood professionals need for license and
registration expectations, and the playspace
guidelines are informing long-term plans across
the county to engage children and families more
meaningfully in outdoor
nature based
experiences.

Food and
Environment
Clayton County Master
Gardeners were busy
this year using a Growing Together Mini Grant
provided thru the Snap Ed Program and Iowa
State University Extension and Outreach to
expand their donation garden, which they started
last year, by 50% and add raised beds. The
grant’s goal is to help create local avenues to
fresh produce available to low
income families. All produce
from the garden is donated to
the local Clayton County Food
Shelf. The growing season
challenged production but they
were still happy with their yields.
This year the garden produced
525 pounds of tomatoes,
potatoes, onions, carrots,
broccoli, lettuce, green peppers,
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and cabbage. Our garden’s tomatoes were the first that the
Clayton County Food Shelf saw this year on August 9th. Across
the state, 26 counties funded by the Growing Together mini
grants donated 89,652 pounds of produce to food pantries to
increase food security in Iowa.

K-12 Youth Outreach
4-H Citizenship Group Visits
Washington DC
14 youth and 8 adults from
Clayton County joined 32 youth
and adults from Chickasaw,
Fayette, and Howard counties in a
weeklong 4-H Citizenship
experience on March 3-9. The
Citizenship Regional Focus is a 4H citizenship program for middle
school and high school youth. 4H members participated in a twoyear program, which culminated in
a seven-day trip to Springfield, IL,
Gettysburg, PA and Washington,
D.C. The program enriches
young people’s lives by expanding their appreciation and respect
for themselves and others in the world. They practice skills that
will make them better citizens and individuals that are more
successful.
During the week, program participants visited national landmarks
including the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum & Tomb,
Gettysburg Visitor Center & Military Fields, Antietam National
Military Park, the U.S. Capitol, the Ronald Reagan International
Trade Building, Ford’s Theatre, National Archives, Holocaust
Museum, Union Station, Pentagon 911 Memorial, Kennedy
Center, Mount Vernon, Arlington National Cemetery, Washington
DC Presidential and war monuments and memorials, as well as
Smithsonian museums.
To enhance their citizenship efforts, the 12 members of the
group volunteered at Martha’s Table doing meal preparation and
working in the mercantile store and 36 members volunteered at
DC Central Kitchens doing meal preparation. Both facilities serve
Washington DC to help the poor and homeless.
While at the capitol, Senator Joni Ernst visited with the group
and answered questions for the group.
Four 4-H delegates showcased their leadership by working with
the United States Marines in a wreath laying ceremony at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery.
Another leadership showcase was the flag raising at Mt. Vernon.
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