
 

 

The Clay County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always. 

Thank you for your support. 

Serving the People of Clay County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Clay County began 2020 

focused on the following efforts: 

• Stay Independent Programs. A fraud program and a 

program dedicated to stretching your dollars were hosted 

in January at the Senior Center in Spencer.  

• Annie’s Project. Seventeen local women completed the 

six-week Annie’s Project agribusiness program, which 

focused on ag finances, human resources, legal 

considerations, marketing and production. 

• Annual Programs. Annual programs, such as private and 

commercial pesticide training, manure certification 

trainings and ServSafe, were held.  

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU Extension 

and Outreach prioritized health and safety as we developed 

new ways to bring research-based education to the people of 

Clay County. We remained open for business and we 

continued to educate, engage, and serve Iowans. 

Our office closed in mid-March and remained closed through 

mid-May, during which time staff worked from home. The 

office reopened by appointment-only at the end of May with 

proper social distancing guidelines in place. Programs were 

adapted and moved online. Resources continued to be 

shared traditionally, virtually and through social media.  
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Providing Youth Opportunities 

Although the traditional county fair and SpIn 

(Special Interest) youth events were not 

possible because of the pandemic, ISU 

Extension and Outreach Clay County worked 

with our local partners to provide alternate 

experiences to educate youth and showcase 

the work of our 4-H and FFA members. 

SpIn events continued to be held in-person, 

but with proper social distancing and masks. 

Overall, 134 youth participated in the 2020 

SpIn events which ranged from ice fishing to 

metal fabrication and pioneer baking.  

4-H To GO and Clover Kids kits were offered 

this summer for parents to pick up at the 

office and take home for youth to complete. 

From “Shh.. Don’t Tell Mom” to “Don’t Toss 

It, Grow It,” 275 kits were distributed to local 

families.  

The Annual Clay County Achievement Fair 

was held on July 20. Forty-nine 4-H 

members exhibited their non-livestock 

projects. Due to COVID guidelines, it was 

non-conference style, so youth were 

encouraged to hone their written 

communication skills rather than their 

speaking skills as is true in normal years.  

Although the Clay County Fair was not held 

in 2020, ISU Extension and Outreach staff 

worked with the Clay County Fair Board and 

staff to host the 2020 Clay County 4-H/FFA 

Exclusive which allowed 150 local Clay 

County 4-H and FFA members to exhibit 

their livestock and showcase their hard work 

during fair week in September. 

Planning for Recovery 

Looking ahead to 2021, ISU Extension and Outreach Clay 

County will support Iowans in reviving the Iowa economy, 

including the farm economy. ISU Extension and Outreach 

believes in the power of entrepreneurs and the value they 

bring to our communities. We support small businesses 

through research-based training and technical assistance. 

We provide agribusinesses and farmers with research-

based education to inform their decisions. We are 

committed to helping Iowa’s rural communities, 

agribusinesses, and farmers remain financially solvent, 

connect to appropriate resources, find alternate markets, 

and increase their profitability. 

ISU Extension and Outreach Clay County will work to re-

engage people back into local communities and offer 

opportunities for adults to interact, thus promoting mental 

health, social and family wellbeing, while also revitalizing 

and promoting growth of local businesses. One key event 

that we will work to grow and heavily promote 

in this area will be Bite By the Barn, an adult 

agriculture education program for consumers 

who are largely removed from the farm. This 

program will be hosted in September 2021 in 

conjunction with the Clay County Fair.   
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