
Extension Council Members 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and 

families and children to be healthy. And 

eventually we want to turn the world over to the 

next generation better than we found it. 

Clay County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational programming 

by partnering with staff. The council represents 

the issues and people of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority 

topics for current and future programming: 

 Community & Economic Development 

 Family & Human Sciences 

 4-H & Youth Development  

 Agriculture & Natural Resources 

Community & Economic Development 

Bite by the Barn  

AgCiting is a program ISU Extension and 
Outreach in Clay County has provided for 
3rd graders for almost 20 years at the 
Clay County Fair. In 2019, a similar 
program was offered for adults as a new 
way to get a “taste” of agriculture 
through the ‘Bite by the Barn’ program 
at the Clay County Fair. 
  
‘Bite by the Barn’ was developed as a way for adults to 
have a first-hand opportunity to talk to Iowa agriculture 
experts about where their food comes from while also 
enjoying a “bite” of locally grown foods. The Clay County 
Cattlemen and Western Iowa Dairy Alliance provided 
tasty ’bites’ for this event. Industry experts lead 
attendees through three stations where participants 
learned about the process and challenges in the beef, 
dairy and agronomy industries in Iowa.  
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2019 IN CLAY COUNTY 
Iowa State University (ISU) Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University’s 

research and resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Clay County for a #STRONGIOWA. 



 
 

Family & Human Sciences  
 
Our health and well-being programs focused on financial, 
nutritional, and social/emotional health for 2019.   
  
Finances of Caregiving was offered in October with 16 
participants.  They focused on planning strategies and gained 
a better understanding of healthcare costs, long-term care, 
retirement planning, and effective communication between 
family members (which included making an estate planning 
book for family members). 
 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Specialist, Jan 
Monahan, presented Money Smart for adults at Iowa Lakes 
Community College to 60 college students.  This program 
walked students through basic budgeting and included 
suggestions on how to avoid student debt.  Research-based 
financial resources were provided along with a follow-up 
email for any questions after the event. 
 
ServSafe, a food safety certification training offered by Iowa 
State University Extension and Outreach Specialist, Renee 
Sweers, was held in April, June, and October at the Clay 
County Extension Office.  A total of 42 individuals completed 
this training in 2019.  These participants took a certification 
exam to become Certified Food Protection Managers, a 
requirement of the Iowa Food Code.  
  

Clay County residents were given the opportunity to improve 

their social responsibility with Ouch! That Stereotype Hurts.  

26 participants actively engaged in role playing and 

discussions on effectively speaking up against bias and 

stereotypes in February and March this year. 

NEW County Clay County 4-H and 

Youth Program Coordinator  

Please welcome Isabel Dehrkoop, the new 

County Youth Coordinator for ISU Extension 

and Outreach in Clay County. Dehrkoop is 

not new to the team as she was previously 

the office assistant. Dehrkoop is originally 

from northwest Iowa and was previously an 

active 4-H member in Clay County.  

While in 4-H she found her true passion in 

the beef project area, especially the beef 

feeder pen project.  Dehrkoop comes with 

new and exciting ideas for the 4-H program 

in Clay County. “I really want to focus on 

increasing our enrollment numbers and 4-H 

Club involvement,” stated Dehrkoop.  “I am  

excited to build relationships with our 

volunteers and 4-H members. Our 4-H Youth 

Development Program wouldn’t be what it 

is today without our dedicated volunteers.” 

Outside of work Dehrkoop enjoys spending 

time with her son and family.  

Contact Information:  

Isabel Dehrkoop 

dehrkoop@iastate.edu  

712-262-2264 



4-H & Youth Development                     
STEM Programming for all Youth  

The Clay County 4-H Youth Development Program 
focuses on inquiry based learning and provides high 
quality programs. ISU Extension Clay County has built 
partnerships with businesses, organizations and 
individuals who have a passion for a particular subject 
or topic. The resulting events are called, Special 
Interest or SpIn events and offer year-long 
programming at no cost to ALL Clay County youth. The 
SpIn book is a year-long planning guide and is in 
parent’s hands by February each year.   
 
One of the incredible partnerships that has developed 
within the SpIn events is with TechKnow co-founder 
and K-5 STEM instructor, Torrey Proctor.  Torrey 
recently developed STEM curriculum as a summer 
series, Raspberry Pi Computing, where youth 
constructed and used their own computer hardware 
and were able to demonstrate coding skills through 
multiple platforms.   The Raspberry Pi Computing SpIn 
event allowed youth, using a tiny and affordable 
Raspberry Pi computer, to learn computer 
programming through fun, practical projects. The 
youth also learned how to control with terminal 
commands, to DJ their own music creations, to 
develop their Python coding skills while hacking 
Minecraft Pi in addition to learning to edit photos and 
to create Pixel Art using GIMP. They also wired real 
world circuits to the Raspberry Pi and controlled them 
with the Scratch programming language.  Participants 
were able to increase their ability to assemble the 
Raspberry Pi computer and to learn its digital 
applications.  They were also able to build a video 
game, to interact with a multitude of hardware add-
ons and to make circuits come alive. These are all life 
skills that will prepare the youth for this increasingly 
high-tech world.    

Clay County Swine Adopt New Technology 
 
Clay County has a program called, Friends of Clay County 
Youth Special Swine Project, which is led by two dedicated 
4-H volunteers that teaches youth about swine produc-
tion.  The youth house a group of pigs at a local rented 
barn, every Sunday throughout the project the group works 
with their animals, takes weights, and learns about the 
swine industry.   
 
This year Clay County 4-H utilized RFID (Radio Frequency 
Identification) tags on all county swine.  The system, known 
as LeeO, is a cloud-based data capture and storage pro-
gram.  The friends youth program utilized the system over 
the summer as they weighed their animals to keep track of 
weights and make growth projections.  The system also 
keeps track of injections given to individual animals to track 
withdrawal dates. The youth from the project demonstrat-
ed the technology for the University leadership and talked 
about their experiences with the project as a whole.   

New Partnerships for Clay County Youth   

Clay County continues to develop partnerships with like-

minded organizations in the community to enhance our 

ability to reach youth that have never been reached.  

2019 brought a new partnership with the Spencer YMCA 

and Iowa State University Extension and Outreach’s posi-

tive youth development.  The Rising Star Interns provided 

gardening projects and supplies each week for the youth 

at the Spencer YMCA this summer, and the Clay County 

Extension Office lead youth through a variety of STEM 

activities including:  Straw Rocket Launch, Virtual Reality, 

and Bee Bot programming. 

Interested in becoming a 4-H volunteer or  
partnering for an educational event? 

Give us a call at 
712-262-2264 



Clay County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of 

age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, 

national origin, pregnancy, race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, 

socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran, or other protected classes. Direct 

inquiries to the Diversity Advisor, 515-294-1482, extdiversity@iastate.edu. 

ISU Extension and Outreach   

Clay County 

110 W. 4th St, Suite 100 

Spencer, IA 51301 

712-262-2264 

Isabel Dehrkoop 
County Youth  
Program Coordinator 
dehrkoop@iastate.edu  

Jo Engel  
Youth Human  
Sciences Program  
Coordinator 
joengel@iastate.edu  

Amy Forrette 
Ag Program  
Coordinator 
forrette@iastate.edu  

Michele Hogrefe 
Office Manager 
mhogrefe@iastate.edu  

Kelli Ireland  
Office Assistant 
kireland@iastate.edu  

Paul Kassel 
Extension Field  
Agronomist  
kassel@iastate.edu  

Sarah Dirks 
In-School/Adult Human 
Sciences Program  
Coordinator  
sdirks@iastate.edu  

Jane Goeken 
Extension Field  
Specialist-Communities 
jngoeken@iastate.edu  

Ben Pullen 
4-H Youth Program 
Specialist 
bpullen@iastate.edu  

Agriculture and Natural Resources  

Hailstorm Hits Clay County  

A hailstorm occurred in Clay County on June 27, 
2019.  This hailstorm caused widespread crop 
damage in an area through the center of Clay 
County.    
 
A meeting was scheduled to help farmers assess 
hail damage to corn and soybean crops.  The 
meeting was promoted through social media, 
radio and fliers posted in agri-business locations.  
75 attendees learned about crop regrowth po-
tential, replanting, cover crops and options for 
forage crops.  

 
President Wintersteen Visits the Fair 

 
ISU President, Wendy Wintersteen, ISU Dean of 
the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Dan 
Robison and ISU Vice President for Extension and 
Outreach, John Lawrence visited the Clay County 
Fair on September 12.  Wintersteen, Robison and 
Lawrence visited with ISU alumni and friends at a 
morning gathering at the Clay County Regional 
Events Center. They then participated in the   
Iowa Soybean Association Ag Outlook Panel.   
 
Ben Pullen then discussed Clay County 4-H swine 
project that uses Radio Frequency Identification 
ear tags.  Several 4-Hers interacted with Presi-
dent Wintersteen, Robison and Lawrence and 
discussed their 4-H swine project experience.  
Sarah Dirks wrapped up the afternoon tour for 
the ISU dignitaries in the Ag Learning Center.  
Dirks discussed the educational experience over 
600 3rd grade students gain from the Ag Citing 
program, as well as over 400 4th grade students 
with the Sci-Citing Program. 
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