
 

 

Serving the People of Calhoun County 

As Iowans adjusted to life during the COVID-19 pandemic, ISU 

Extension and Outreach continued to prioritize health and safety 

as we delivered research-based education to the people of 

Calhoun County. During 2021 we focused on the following efforts. 

• Agriculture and Natural Resources 

To assist private and commercial applicators to stay up to date 

with regulations and emerging issues as well as maintain the 

highest level of safety and protection to the public, trainings and 

certifications were offered in a variety of formats. Education was 

offered face-to face, via ZOOM meetings, Blu-ray recordings, 

and remotely on-line. In 2021, over 150 private pesticide 
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Calhoun County Livestock 

Club 

This past year brought a lot of new 

experiences for everyone, but for 24 

Calhoun County 4-H members one of 

the most exciting was a new club 

dedicated to learning about livestock.  

The Calhoun County Livestock Club, led 

by Kent and Pearl Wuebker and 

BreAnne Melody, was established with 

the intent on helping youth to understand 

the many avenues of the livestock 

industry a bit better. They hit the ground 

running with a tour of a cattle farm, a 

sheep farm and a local meat processing 

locker. They had fun along the way by 

starting a hog calling contest at the 

county fair and riding a good old-

fashioned float in the county fair parade. 

The club had at least one youth exhibit 

in each livestock show including pets. 

They also had youth participate in the 

livestock judging contests at both the 

Calhoun County Expo and the Sac 

County fair with their Junior Team 

winning the contest in Sac.  
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applicators, 30 commercial pesticide applicators, 25 confinement 

manure applicators and 25 commercial manure applicators took 

advantage of these trainings. “So many options to stay current 

with certification has allowed me not to worry about needing to  

re-test even though I am dealing with health issues” one 

applicator commented.   

In September, when the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) was 

confirmed in Calhoun County, ISU Extension and Outreach 

Calhoun County partnered with experts from the Iowa 

Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship and the Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources to address concerns with this 

pest. During the final moments of the meeting one participant of 

the 19 in attendance stated, “I feel better equipped to identify 

EAB and know what options there are. I’m still not sure what I 

am going to do, but I no longer feel my only option is to cut 

everything down.”  

• Community and Economic Development 

In March, Eric Christianson, Community and Economic 

Development field specialist with Iowa State University Extension 

and Outreach, led a virtual Nuisance Abatement 

Workshop.  Seven of the 31 attendees were from Calhoun 

County including individuals from city and government offices, 

county planning and development, and other agencies. 

Christianson said, “Properly done, nuisance abatement can be a 

tool to rehabilitate homes and buildings, return dormant 

properties to an active use, and restore community 

pride.  Nuisance abatement is one of the more legally difficult 

and costly activities that communities can take on, so it is 

important to get started on the right foot.” 

Calhoun County Extension staff took the opportunity to feature 

one of the recipes in the 2022 Healthy and Homemade calendar 

during the Rockwell City Chamber chili cook-off contest in 

September. There were approximately 175 participants who had 

the opportunity to taste the White Chili, take a printed version of 

the recipe and were given information on how to get their own 

copy of the calendar.  

On September 20, a Customer Service workshop developed by 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Economic 



 

 

 

Development staff was held which four 

individuals from three organizations attended. 

The session focused on skills to help 

businesses and organizations attract and retain 

more customers and provide customer service 

workers with the tools needed to boost service 

from good to great!   

• Human Sciences 

Your Money, Your Goals, an Iowa State 

University Extension and Outreach Human 

Science course, is designed to help non-profit 

groups, volunteers, clergy, and social service 

providers assist clients/members with their 

financial management concerns. The 4-hour 

course is based on the Consumer Financial 

Protection Bureau's Financial Empowerment 

Toolkit for Social Services and will help clients 

define their financial goals, use credit wisely, 

manage debt effectively and access 

appropriate community resources. Between 

October 2020 and February 2021, four 

professionals from three Calhoun County 

organizations took part in a two day on-line 

state training workshop.  

Whether you are a food service manager or an 

employee, using current best practices in safe 

food handling is essential to keep your food 

establishment in compliance and protect the 

health of both customers and staff. In May, 

ServSafe, a 6 hour course was held with 6 

Calhoun County food service professionals in 

attendance. 

• 4-H Youth Development 

Iowa 4-H strives to be the largest youth-serving 

organization in Iowa by being relevant, 

welcoming, and inclusive as we partner with 

youth to help them find their passion. During 

the 2020-2021 4-H year, the Calhoun County 4-H program 

served 140 youth in 4th -12th grades with 8 clubs supported by 

17 volunteer leaders. The needs of Calhoun’s 62 Kindergarten-

3rd grade youth were met in Calhoun’s 4-H Clover Kids program 

which consisted of 4 clubs supported by 10 volunteer leaders. 

“Offering a diversified program with specialty clubs that meet the 

needs of our youth is part of what makes Calhoun’s 4-H 

program strong” states Tiffany Blair, County Youth Coordinator. 

From June through August, 9 youth camps/workshops led by a 

regional summer educator were held serving 45 youth. Topics 

included conservation, astronomy, forensics, cooking, childcare 

and STEM. Brenda Welch, Youth Field Specialist, says 

“Providing lots of hands-on experiences is important to allow self 

discovery at any age. That is one of the most important goals for 

our summer camp experience.”  

During the fall of 2021, 208 2nd -3rd grade youth and their 

teachers from the Manson Northwest Webster and South 

Central Calhoun School Districts converged on the county 

fairgrounds in Rockwell City for Farm Safety Day. Typically, only 

youth in 2nd grade attend; however due to COVID, the 2020 

Farm Safety Day was not held.  

ISU Extension and Outreach Calhoun County partnered with 

county 4-H and Clover Kids clubs in an organized effort to 

provide 200 snack bags to farmers and farm workers during 

harvest 2021. 4-H clubs provided homemade treats, while 

Clover Kids colored thank you notes. Informational resources 

specific to those in the agriculture industry including business 

cards for Extension specialists, references to online materials, 

and mental health hotline contacts and resources were included 

in the bags as well.  



 

 

Working toward Recovery 

As our state works toward recovery, ISU 
Extension and Outreach Calhoun County has 
been engaging Iowans in improving food 
supply, safety, and access. 
 

• During Extension week in March, ISU 
Extension and Outreach Calhoun County 
collected 100 boxes of macaroni and cheese 
to donate to the food pantry.  

 

• From April through August, 2 youth gardening 
workshops were held providing 40 hours of 
gardening and garden related education to 9 
youth in K-8 grades. Youth planted a variety 
of vegetables that they learned how to 
prepare in several dishes. In addition, over 80 
pounds of pepper, carrots, and squash the 
youth planted were donated to the food 
pantry. 

 

• ISU Extension and Outreach Calhoun County  
was awarded $200 in June from the Kick It 
With Carrots grant which assisted in the 
purchase of fresh produce for the summer 
lunch program at the South Central Calhoun 
School District. 
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• In July, 5 youth and 3 adults gained valuable knowledge in 
hands-on food preservation workshops in which canning and 
freezing methods were taught.   

 

• ISU Extension and Outreach Calhoun County partnered with 
the Calhoun County Health Department, New Opportunities 
Calhoun County Family Development Center, the Church of 
Christ, the City of Rockwell City and community volunteers to 
establish a community garden. The 50’x100’ garden plot 
produced over 600 pounds of produce that was donated to the 
food pantry.  

 
Looking ahead to 2022, ISU Extension and Outreach Calhoun 
County will continue efforts in improving food supplies, safety, and 
access at a local, state and international level. 
 

• Efforts will continue with the community garden as we partner 
with local organizations to evaluate the year and plan for the 
future. Additionally, educational opportunities will continue in 
the gardens with the intent of a greater number of pounds 
being donated to the food pantry as youth and adults learn 
gardening best practices. 

 

• A “Little Free Pantry” will be placed outside the Extension 
office in Rockwell City. The wooden cupboard will allow for 24 
hour access to non-perishable food items while allowing 
anonymity to both donors and users of the pantry. 

 

• Knowing that food insecurity is an international issue, ISU 
Extension and Outreach Calhoun County will host an event to 
bring awareness to the issue as well as package food for 
distribution.   

Terry Janssen  

Regional Director 

(Top) On April 28, students from the South Cen-

tral Calhoun High School helped assemble and 

fill the garden beds at the Calhoun County Com-

munity Garden. (Left) 100 boxes of macaroni and 

cheese was donated to the local food pantry. 

(Right) Over 600 pounds of fresh produce was 

grown at the community garden and donated to 

the local food pantry.  


