
 

 

The Buchanan County Extension Council has 

been elected by the people of the county to guide 

local educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always. 

Thank you for your support. 

Serving the People of Buchanan County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Buchanan County began 2020 

focused on the following efforts: 

• 4-H and Youth Development remains our top priority. To 

build upon on resources needed to better serve our 

youth, we supported staff development, marketing tools, 

and more diverse programming. 

• Regional foods and proactive support for our 

agricultural community were the next priorities. Our 

efforts in these areas included talking with ISU program 

specialists to determine and facilitate programing on 

mental health issues. Specifically to address suicide 

rates in rural Iowa. 

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU 

Extension and Outreach prioritized health and safety as we 

developed new ways to bring research-based education to 

the people of Buchanan County. We remained open for 

business and we continued to educate, engage, and serve 

Iowans. 
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2020 IN BUCHANAN COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Buchanan County for a #STRONGIOWA: 

Static exhibits at  
Buchanan County Fair      
addressed the new normal 
we are all faced with for 
months to come. 



 

 

• ISU Extension and Outreach followed the 

governors proclamation guidance. To 

insure the safety of staff, volunteers, and 

public. Our office, of two staff, began 

asking customers to wear masks when 

entering. We quickly moved to “in 

person” services by appointment only. 

We then worked from home. Brenda and 

Roxanne went into the office on alternate 

days. Because you see, we had a little 

thing called fair to prepare for. We were 

creative on how we provided ear tags 

and other paperwork with no touch.  

• Our office opened in June, provided 

certain protocols were followed. Signage 

was hung to not enter if feeling ill, 

preferred mask wearing, and practice 

social distancing. These protocols are 

currently in place. 

• We provided programming which 

followed guidance from ISU Extension 

and Outreach and Iowa 4-H. No touch 

weigh-ins where interesting and effective. 

Meetings were held virtually and 

programs that could be, were moved to a 

virtual platform.   

Providing a County Fair Experience 

Although the traditional fair was not possible because of 

the pandemic, ISU Extension and Outreach Buchanan 

County worked with our partners to provide an alternate 

experience to demonstrate and showcase the work of our 

4-H youth. 

Our 2020 Fair was a Show and Go Hybrid. The Extension 

Council, volunteers and staff worked closely with the 

Buchanan County Fair Association to provide the best 

possible experience for our 4-H and FFA families. The 

livestock superintendents, committee members and 

families were very active in assisting staff with safety 

measures. It was hard to limit show attendance to 

immediate family only.  However, all the shows were made 

available via Face Book live.  

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Buchanan County is 

determined to help Iowans help each other. Looking ahead 

to 2021, we will continue to concentrate our efforts towards 

youth, agriculture, families and the economy. The 

programs and other resources we are able to provide will 

be utilized for positive experiences for youth. In addition, 

we will continue our current certification education 

programs for our ag community. We will increase offerings 

for families and businesses to help with recovery. 
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This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination 
statement or accommodation inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 
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