
 

 

Serving the People of Boone County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Boone County began 2020 

focused on the following efforts: 

• Expanding opportunities for youth with increased 

participation in 4-H, Clover Kids, and through a variety 

of afterschool programs such as Healthy Hearts, 

Switch, Try Day Fridays, and Ricochet.  

• Helping farmers weather difficult financial times through 

timely education and support such as our Ogden Ag 

Marketing Club, Farmland Leasing, Private and 

Commercial Pesticide Applicator Trainings, and 
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resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Boone County for a #STRONGIOWA: 

The Boone County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always. 
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Program Spotlight: 

Growing Together Donation 

Garden Project 

For the fifth consecutive year, the ISU 

Extension and Outreach Master Gardener 

program partnered with food pantries across 

Iowa in an effort to reduce food insecurity in 

the state. As part of the Growing Together 

initiative, Master Gardener volunteers 

donated vegetables to food pantries. In 

Boone County, Master Gardeners were able 

to donate 4,450 pounds of fresh produce 

from their donation garden in Boone to two 

local pantries: DMACC Boone Campus and 

The Salvation Army of Boone. Both locations 

serve people with limited resources. In 

addition Master Gardeners partnered with 

Stonebridge Church to give away vegetables 

in conjunction with a back to school 

backpack giveaway. This new partnership 

reached 54 families who would not otherwise 

be served by these donations. 

Master Gardeners in Boone County used 

land and water donated by Stonebridge 

Church to plant tomatoes, cucumbers, a 

variety of peppers, zucchini, summer 

squash, winter squash, eggplant, potatoes, 

and beets. The ISU Extension and Outreach 

Master Gardener program and ISU 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Education 

(SNAP-Ed) program collaborated to provide 

these opportunities to ensure the produce 

grown will reach local food pantries.  

Boone County Master Gardeners logged 

1,200 volunteer hours in 2020. 

bringing agricultural stakeholders together with the newly 

formed Central Iowa Ag Team. 

• Partnering with local libraries to increase literacy through 

Raising School Ready Readers and Small Talk. 

• Expanding learning opportunities for residents of Boone 

County through a variety of programs, including 

ServSafe, Food Preservation 101, Master Gardeners, 

and Bee Keeping 101. 

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU Extension 

and Outreach prioritized health and safety as we developed 

new ways to bring research-based education to the people of 

Boone County. We remained open for business and we 

continued to educate, engage, and serve Iowans. 

• On March 18, our office closed to the public but 

continued to serve our community by working remotely 

and keeping only one staff member in the office each 

day. 

• One June 1, we reopened to the public. We installed 

plexiglass shields in both our entryways and limited the 

number of people allowed in our building. 

• Rather than cancel our outreach efforts, many of our 

programs went virtual or were delivered in a contact-free 

format. 

• We provided over 300 “STEM-Lit to Go!” packets to 

area youth every week for three months. 

• Our staff provided researched-based educational videos 

with activities and stories to keep youth engaged in 

learning while they were out of the classroom in the 

spring of 2020. 

• Extension specialists worked tirelessly to convert current 

programs to virtual formats. Boone County hosted “What 

About Me?”, a program about well-being and self-care. 



 

 

 

Extension staff Annette Brown, Natalie Hedlund, Rich Wrage, Alexis Stevens, 

and intern Josie Noland, as well as fair participants, ensured the continued 

safety of our community by taking extra precautions, including social distanc-

ing, frequent handwashing, and wearing face coverings when indoors or 

when social distancing wasn’t possible. 

This free, virtual workshop had over 25 

participants. 

•  Master Gardener training continued 

through a combination of virtual classes, 

videos, and independent study. Boone 

County welcomed three new Master 

Gardener interns. 

Preservation Offerings Go 

Virtual 

Although the traditional fair was not possible 

because Iowans struggled to find food at the 

grocery store during the pandemic and 

responded by expanding their vegetable 

gardens, or starting a new one. This 

increased the need for food preservation 

training as evidenced by increased 

AnswerLine questions on preservation. We 

responded by providing free online food 

preservation classes. Seven basic food 

preservation sessions were held with 339 

participants from 80 counties in Iowa, 

including Boone, 20 other states, and 

Canada. Due to participant feedback, and in 

keeping with pandemic restrictions, 

additional sessions were offered on seasonal 

apple and tomato preservation. These eight 

sessions reached 111 participants from 50 

Iowa counties and six other states. Overall, 

450 participants attended a preservation 

class and 75% of the participants indicated 

they were very likely to preserve food after 

taking a class.  

Providing a County Fair Experience 

Although the traditional fair was not possible because of the 

pandemic, ISU Extension and Outreach Boone County 

worked with our partners to provide an alternate experience 

to demonstrate and showcase the work of our 4-H youth. 

• Static Exhibit Day was through drop-off, nonconference 

judging. 

• Our livestock auction was completely online and raised 

similar amounts compared to a normal year to support 

our youth. 

• Fashion Day and Communications Day were virtual,  

with online interviews conducted via Zoom. 

• Animals were allowed to leave the fair at the end of the 

day they were shown to reduce the amount of contact  

4-Hers had with the public. 

• Livestock shows were livestreamed to allow the public to 

watch from the safety of their own homes. 

• Ag Olympics looked much different as it was done in a 

safe, socially distanced format. 



 

 

• Unfortunately, some fair experiences 

were canceled. There was no 4-H Food 

Stand Fundraiser, Dog Agility Show, 

Share the Fun, or Clover Kids Stuffed 

Animal Parade and Extravaganza.  

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Boone County 

is determined to help Iowans help each 

other. Looking ahead to 2021, ISU Extension 

and Outreach Boone County will expand 

educational opportunities for youth. As the 

pandemic continues, many schools and 

families are struggling to create meaningful 

learning experiences for students who may 

have unreliable access to technology, 

whether in the classroom or at home. ISU 

Extension and Outreach partners with 

schools and local organizations to support 

children, youth, and families in nonformal 

learning environments. We provide age 

appropriate, online, and offline learning 

experiences and resources for K-12 youth. 

Our programs connect youth with caring 

adults in a safe environment for positive 

youth development. 
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ISU Extension and Outreach Boone County will expand our 

youth outreach, Clover Kids, and 4-H programs in the 

following ways: 

• Offering On My Own and OK both in person and 

virtually. This is a program for children who regularly 

spend time at home alone without adult supervision. The 

number of children home alone has increased 

significantly due to the pandemic. 

• Continuing to offer Babysitting Basics as the number of 

youth providing childcare to siblings and others in the 

community has increased as daycare opportunities have 

changed. 

• Supporting 4-H clubs with mindfulness resources such 

as the Mindfulness Craze to encourage positive youth 

development and mental health. 

• Reestablishing Clover Kids groups. 
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