
2022 IN BOONE COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach provides research-based education and engages Iowans in solving 

today’s problems and preparing for a thriving future. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Boone County for a 

#STRONGIOWA.  

SERVING THE PEOPLE OF BOONE COUNTY 

In 2022, ISU Extension and Outreach Boone County continued to 

• expand educational opportunities for youth with programs like 

4-H, Clover Kids, Mindful Teen, Ricochet, outdoor class-

rooms, Tri-County 4-H Camp, in-school partnerships, 

STEM Festival, aerospace, and summer programs. These 

offerings sparked youth interest, supported academics, and 

promoted youth resiliency.  

• guide farmers and producers through uncertain financial  

The Boone County Extension Council has 

been elected by the people of the county to 

guide local educational programming by 

partnering with extension staff. From needs 

assessment through program implementation 

and evaluation of outcomes, the council 

represents you and your issues. We are always 

serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always.  

Thank you for your support.  
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PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT:  

Tri-County 4-H Camp 

“Mystery Madness: Mysteries, Mazes, and 

Magic” 

Forty-seven fourth through sixth grade 4-H 

youth and eight teen counselors from Boone, 

Grundy, Hardin, Marshall, and Story counties 

participated in the 18
th
 annual Tri-County 4-H 

Camp Aug. 10-12 at the Y Camp near 

Boone. Campers were involved in theme-

based activities and special camp traditions 

led by teen counselors and camp staff. 

Fifteen youth from Boone County attended 

Tri-County 4-H Camp as campers. Seven of 

the eight teen counselors were from Boone 

County.  

The camp started with get acquainted activi-

ties and teambuilding elements at the low 

ropes course to develop a sense of belong-

ing and community. Other Y Camp activities 

provided physical exercise from canoeing, 

archery, rock wall climbing, ziplining, hatchet 

throwing, and swimming.  

The camp concluded with family members 

joining campers in a barbeque meal, camper 

recognition, and closing campfire with 

S'mores and recognition certificates. 

GET IN CONTACT: 

Annette Brown 

annbrown@iastate.edu 

  times through education and support with programs such as 

Ogden Ag Marketing Club, Farmland Leasing, Private and 

Commercial Pesticide Applicator Trainings, and the strong 

continuance of the Central Iowa Ag Team.  

• create and support new avenues of learning opportunities for 

Boone County residents through Master Gardeners and 

ServSafe programs. 

• strengthen partner relationships with the Boone County Area 

Chamber of Commerce,  public libraries, area school districts, 

Boone County Conservation, Iowa Army National Guard, Des 

Moines Area Community College, and many more.  

 

BOONE COUNTY YOUTH ATTEND OUTDOOR 

CLASSROOM  

ISU Extension and Outreach Boone County partnered with Boone 

County Conservation to offer an outdoor classroom experience for 

fourth graders to learn about the world around them. This oppor-

tunity is offered twice a year. In May, Don Williams Recreation 

Area in Ogden hosted two Boone County schools, with 131 stu-

dents participating. Youth spent the day learning about snakes, 

weather, soil conservation, migration, ecosystems, and wildlife 

adaptions. In the fall, youth spent a day at Swede Point Park in 

Madrid. Over 300 students from six school districts traveled be-

tween seven different stations to learn about wildlife, adaptions, 

environmental responsibility, wetlands, geology, trees, and prai-

ries. County Youth Coordinator Natalie Hedlund taught students 

about how rocks are formed using fun races and many visu-

als. Boone County Director Jess Soderstrum taught students 

about the importance of watersheds and how to protect them.   

GET IN CONTACT: 

Natalie Hedlund 

natm@iastate.edu 

 
  

Left: Boone County 4-H youth learning about sheep shearing at the Large Animal 

Show Clinic held in April. 

Right: Jess Soderstrum, ISU Extension and Outreach Boone County director, 

presenting to fourth graders at the fall outdoor classroom event. 



MASTER GARDENER SUCCESS 

The Boone County Master Gardener Program 

has 21 current volunteers, with three individuals 

completing their intern year. Master Gardeners 

share their time and expertise as volunteers in 

their communities and complete educational 

hours. Boone County Master Gardeners have 

worked in the gardens at the Iowa Arboretum, 

local school districts, assisted living homes, the 

Boone County Hospital, and many more loca-

tions. Boone County Master Gardeners logged 

a total of 1,106 volunteer hours this year, earn-

ing a spot in the “Top 10 Average Hours Re-

ported” in the state of Iowa! 

EDGE PROGRAM PARTNERSHIP 

ISU Extension and Outreach Boone County 

partnered with the Boone Community School 

District’s EDGE Program and child develop-

ment class to create 558 educational to-go kits 

for all kindergarten through fourth-grade stu-

dents in Boone schools. Seventeen high school 

child development class students learned about 

the 4-H program, branding, the Experiential 

Learning Model, copyright rules, data collection, 

budgets, teamwork, leadership, and more while 

working on this project. EDGE students found 

activities that they could create an educational 

to-go bag with all of the supplies needed to do 

that activity.   

Students worked with teachers and County 

Youth Coordinator Natalie Hedlund to create 

each kit. Each kit included the activity supplies, 

instructions, link to a video and a book that con-

nected to the concepts covered in the actual 

activity, and a link to a form to collect data from 

the activity. The supplies for all 558 kits were 

sponsored by a Boone County FORCE Grant.   

Top: EDGE Program students with County Youth Coordinator Natalie Hedlund. 

Bottom Left: Master Gardener volunteer.  

Bottom Right: Participants in the 4-H Aerospace Rocket Launch event. 

SHOWCASING 4-H AT THE BOONE COUNTY FAIR 

The Boone County Fair provided opportunities for youth to 

demonstrate what they had learned through their 4-H projects 

over the past year.  

• 4-H exhibitors are invited to participate in animal shows, non-

animal (static) exhibits, Communications Day, Share the Fun, 

and Fashion Day.  

• 193 4-H/FFA youth exhibited 1,489 animal exhibits. 148 4-H/

FFA youth exhibited 622 static exhibits.  

• Each event was held in person, with the auction remaining a 

virtual piece of the fair. Over $21,000 was raised to support 

market livestock exhibitors through the virtual auction plat-

form. 

• The Boone County 4-H Youth Council hosted the annual Ag 

Olympix in the show barn, offering both team and individual 

events for participants. Over 60 youth participated in the 

event, with 18 county council members and two adult advi-

sors leading activities. 

 



• The Extravaganza was held in and around 

the Community Building, with 14 interactive 

booths available for youth to explore and 

complete educational activities 

• Clover Kids (K-third grade) were invited to 

share their exhibits with caring adults. Clo-

ver Kids are welcome to bring a stuffed ani-

mal or static exhibit to be displayed.  

Fifty-two Boone County static, communications, 

and fashion exhibits and 108 animal exhibits 

were showcased at the Iowa State Fair.   

 

COUNTY 4-H YOUTH COUNCIL 

Boone County 4-H offers an additional group 

for 4-H youth in grades 9-12 to join, the Boone 

County Youth Council. This group is comprised 

of 18 4-H members and two adult advisors. 

Youth must apply and interview for a seat on 

the council.  

The group hosts events such as the 4-H Junior 

Halloween Party, 4-H Fun Night, and Ag Olym-

pix. The group also assists with county-wide 

events such as 4-H Awards Day, the Show Ani-

mal Clinic, and more. Members complete civic 

engagement projects and attend a leadership 

retreat each year. This year, members made 

care packages for nurses at a local care facility.  

 

Thank You from Boone County Staff! 
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PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT: BEEF MANAGEMENT 101 

In November, nine residents of Boone County attended a five-

part series about beef management practices. This educational 

program was led by Chris Clark, beef specialist, and hosted by 

ISU Extension and Outreach Boone County. Clark presented on 

topics related to the beef industry, including nutrition, animal se-

lection, animal health, and the calving process. He also present-

ed the Beef Quality Assurance program, so each participant 

could become certified. The purpose of this program was to edu-

cate beef producers of any skill level and to create a community 

of producers that could learn with and from each other.  
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