
Boone County Extension Council 
Every Iowa county has an elected 

extension council that guides local 

educational programming by partnering 

with staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of 

outcomes, the council represents the 

issues and people of the county. 

 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

• Economic Development 

• Agriculture and the Environment 

• Health and Well-being 

• K12 Youth Outreach 

 

Economic Development 
ISU Extension and Outreach Community 

and Economic Development specialists 

and County Director Alex Merk worked with the City of 

Boone, Boone Community School District, DMACC Boone 

Campus and community nonprofits and volunteers on 

Marketing Hometown America. This program allowed key 

stakeholders to look at the strengths of the community to 

develop strategies to market the community as a desirable 

place for families to relocate to and stay long term. 

 

In April, we partnered with Story County Extension and 

Outreach and the Boone and Ames Convention and Visitors 

Bureaus to co-host the first of its kind Guide Training 

Workshop at the Central Iowa Expo in Boone. Community 

tourism specialist Diane Van Wyngarden led staff and 
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volunteers who lead guided programs at Iowa’s community 

tourism attractions. The one-day workshop featured 

interactive methods and techniques for creating and 

delivering dynamic guided programs, with a focus on 

guiding adult visitors.  

 

Health and Well-Being 
Our health and well-being programs focused on physical 

health and nutrition, social/emotional health and family life, 

and financial health for 2019. 

 

The Boone County Hospital partnered with us to offer a 

Finances of Caregiving series in February. The program 

focused on tools and strategies to assist caregivers in 

protecting their own financial well-being and maximize the 

financial and physical well-being of the person for whom 

they are caring.  

 

ServSafe, a food safety certification training offered by ISU 

Extension and Outreach, was held in April and September 

at the Boone County Extension office with 18 individuals 

completing the training. This training is mandated by Iowa 

law and assists retail food service managers in 

implementing a variety of food safety practices, including 

preventing foodborne illnesses, food cross-contamination 

and proper preparation and storage of food. 

 

We continued our early literacy partnership with the 

Ericson Public Library on a new program called Raising 

School Ready Readers. Parents of preschool-aged 

children learned about strategies for incorporating reading 

and literacy into every day activities. 

 

Food and Environment 
Agriculture is vital to Boone County’s communities and 

economy. In 2019, our programs focused on helping 

producers increase yields as they implement best practices 

for protecting natural resources. Ninety-four producers 

attended our Private Pesticide Applicator Training in 

January and were updated on the latest agronomic 

research and guidelines. 

 

In addition to production, crop marketing is an important 

Program Spotlight: Growing 

Together Donation Garden Project 

For the fourth consecutive year, the ISU 

Extension and Outreach Master 

Gardener program partnered with food 

pantries across Iowa in an effort to 

reduce food insecurity in the state. 

As part of the Growing Together 

initiative, Master Gardener volunteers 

donated fruits and vegetables to food 

pantries. In Boone County, Master 

Gardeners were able to donate 6835.3 

pounds of fresh produce from their 

donation garden in Boone to two local 

pantries: IMPACT Community Action 

and Salvation Army of Boone. Both 

locations serve people with limited 

resources. 

  

Master Gardeners in Boone County 

used land and water donated by 

Stonebridge Church to plant tomatoes, 

cucumbers, a variety of peppers, 

zucchini, summer squash, spaghetti 

squash, eggplant, potatoes and a variety 

of winter squash. 

  

The ISU Extension and Outreach Master 

Gardener Program and ISU 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Education (SNAP-Ed) Program 

collaborated to provide these 

opportunities to ensure the produce 

grown will reach local food pantries.  



piece to successful farming operations. We 

continued our Ogden Ag Marketing Club 

Meetings to help participants learn the 

importance of developing marketing plans, 

storage strategies, and making sound 

decisions based on data. In the spring, 15 

women attended our Women Marketing 

Grain series, a partnership with Iowa Farm 

Bureau and Landus that offered a chance for 

women to gain knowledge in crop marketing 

for more confident decision making. 

 

In July, landowners, financial advisors and 

tenants gained a better understanding of 

rental rates and leasing agreements at our 

Farmland Leasing Meeting. They also 

learned strategies for having tenant-landlord 

conversations around conservation 

practices. 

 

Through our Master Gardener program, 25 

active Master Gardeners and interns 

completed over 1500 hours of service to the 

community. Master Gardeners earn their 

distinction by providing current, research-

based, home horticulture information and 

education to the citizens of Boone County 

through programs and service projects. In 

the spring, Master Gardeners Carolyn Ross 

and Mary Ellen Silver led a Vegetable 

Gardening 101 workshop for beginning 

gardeners. 

 

Boone County is lucky to be home to various 

Iowa State University research and 

Extension farms. This year, we partnered 

with the Ag Engineering and Agronomy 

Research Farm to help host their bi-annual 

field day. Participants heard about soil 

compaction and harvest weather outlook. 

 

We also partnered with the Field Extension Education Lab, 

located in Boone County, to co-host the first F.A.R.M. 

Dinner. F.A.R.M. stands for “Food and Agriculture: a 

Relationship that Matters.” Local educators, elected 

officials and community leaders gathered together with 

local farmers to have meaningful discussions about 

agriculture and its impact on communities in Central Iowa. 

 

K-12 Youth Outreach 
Our focus on reaching K-12 youth is evident through our 

Boone County 4-H program. Our 4-H participants are 

provided with opportunities to learn about a wide range of 

topics including science, art, communications, leadership, 

animals and nutrition. Learning is encouraged by providing 

4-H’ers with supportive environments, inclusive settings 

and caring adults who seek to help them reach their full 

potential. Programming methods include educational 

workshops, trips, conferences and project exhibition 

opportunities. 

 

At the conclusion of the 2019 4-H year, our  

4-H membership included 314 members, 16 clubs, 26 

organizational club leaders, 23 episodic club leaders, 16 

county council members, 14 Youth Committee members 

and approximately 100 Livestock Committee volunteers.  

 

Boone County 4-H members also had impressive 

representation at the state level in 2019. One member was 

selected to serve as a state council delegate, two 

members received state 4-H project awards, two members 

trained to be teen leaders for the Native Bee Challenge, 



one member was chosen to be a Healthy 

Living Ambassador and nine members 

participated in State 4-H Camera Corps.   

 

In addition to 4-H club membership, our K-12 

programming reaches youth that may not 

otherwise have exposure to 4-H through 

educational partnerships, workshops, camps 

and after-school programming. Over 470 

people attended the 2nd Annual Boone 

Family STEM Festival. Forty-seven youth 

participated in the Aerospace Interest Group, 

in which they discovered how rockets work 

and built a model rocket. Over 500 Boone 

County 3rd and 4th graders participated in 

Outdoor Classrooms at Don Williams 

Recreation Area and Swede Point Park. 

Around 100 youth participated in various 

educational no-school day camps throughout 

the year.  

 

In 2019, we offered 4 different day camps in 

all of Boone County’s communities. Day 

Camps focused on the 4-H program priority 

areas and included over 125 unique youth 

and 10 new volunteers to our program. 

 

Clover Kids, our educational after school 

program for kindergarten-3rd grade students, 

expanded to be offered year round in 2019. 

Participants met once a month to explore a 
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different 4-H project area. Over 100 students and 6 

volunteers were engaged in this opportunity.  

 

This year, our youth program also worked in partnership with 

the Human Services Team to bring Kids in the Kitchen (KitK) 

programming to youth of low socio-economic status. 3 KitK 

programs were held throughout the county, reaching around 

40 youth with healthy living tips and weekly healthy snacks.  

 

Partnerships also expanded this summer to include 

increased outreach with our local libraries and schools. Staff 

brought educational opportunities to Boone and Ogden youth 

free of charge through the local library Summer Reading 

Programs. Over 100 youth benefited from these activities. 

We also brought a chick-hatching unit to a local elementary 

school, allowing their students to learn more about animal life 

cycles through watching chicks hatch from eggs.  

mailto:extdiversity@iastate.edu

