
 

 

Serving the People of Black Hawk County 

As Iowans adjusted to life during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

ISU Extension and Outreach continued to prioritize health 

and safety as we delivered research-based education to the 

people of Black Hawk County.  

Black Hawk County welcomed our 200+ volunteers back 

to in person service and events in 2021! Our valued 

volunteers embraced new opportunities through all 

seasons. They prepared small business resource boxes 

for COVID recovery in the spring, staffed the first year of 

the 4-H Food Stand at the Black Hawk County 4-H Fair 
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What is Extension? 

The Smith-Lever Act created the 

Cooperative State Research, Education 

and Extension system in partnership 

with the USDA and land-grant 

universities. In simpler terms the federal 

level created opportunities for a 

university in each state to share it’s 

research and knowledge as an 

extension into each county.  

Black Hawk County works to offer 

programs meeting the needs of Iowans 

throughout every part of our county. We 

partner with other organizations to 

extend that reach to benefit you and 

your neighbors.  

If you know of a need or opportunity for 

Extension to become more aware of, 

give us a call.  

Get In Contact:  

Shelly Smith 

319-234-6811 

shellys@iastate.edu 

during the summer, and helped to distribute free hand 

soap to our community partners in the fall. Volunteers also 

resumed the important roles they serve as Master 

Gardeners and as caring adults in 4-H programming and 

events throughout the year, contributing many hours to 

community-based gardens and public education, 4-H club 

leadership, and supporting the Black Hawk County 4-H 

Fair. 

Food Preservation courses were offered virtually and in 

person upon request. 15 virtual sessions reached 333 

participants from six states. 

Free Garden Seeds were provided to community, school 

and donation gardens to grow food to be donated to food 

pantries. In April, an additional 2,700 packets of gardening 

seeds were distributed through a no contact system to the 

general public. Plans are underway to double these efforts 

next year.  

Latinos Living Well reached eight families in collaboration 

with Amerigroup and Allen College. Families report the 

classes helped them make healthy lifestyle changes, tried 

new recipes and added more physical activity into their 

daily lives.  

Master Conservationist training was held in April and 

May of this year in partnerships with the local DNR, Water 

Conservation, State Park officials and conservationists. 

The intensive blended online and in-person curriculum 

equips Iowans with the knowledge and skills to make 

informed decisions about natural resources. 

¡Salir Adelante! Pathways for Our Future– Four 

facilitators were trained in ¡Salir Adelante! Pathways for 

Our Future including Cindy Thompson, Rosario Garcia, 

Adriana Ledezma, and Paola Trujillo. A funding request 

has been submitted to the Community Foundation and the 

planning team is preparing to deliver Salir Adelante this 

Spring.   

 



 

 

 

Extension offers educational programs and services meeting the needs of 

Iowans. From education in the field to distribution of donated antibacterial 

soap, gardening seeds and the support to know what to do with them.  

Serve Safe Certified Food Protection 

Manager Course trained 100 food service 

professionals following covid guidelines of 

social distancing, masking, sanitizing and 

monitoring personal health. In the 

beginning seating was limited to nine 

participants and has since expanded. 

Additional classes were added to 

accommodate the participants safely. 

Virtual Youth Programming Weekly 

virtual programs turned to monthly virtual 

programs throughout the past year. Kits 

were developed and distributed through 

pick up sites through partnerships with 

Libraries in Hudson, LaPorte, Dunkerton 

and, Waterloo.  

Showcasing 4-H at the County 

Fair 

The Black Hawk County 4-H & FFA Fair 

theme this year was ‘Better Together’ and 

we were very excited to be back in-person 

and hosting a ‘normal’ fair this year.  There 

were a variety of activities that youth and 

families could participate in during the fair 

including: a story walk about a windmill farm, 

a Familiar Faces Game (with large fat-heads 

of fair and 4-H staff), arts and craft daily activities with Judy, 

a 4-H food stand, a play area for younger youth, Ag 

Olympics, a family carnival, a concert, and a family picnic to 

close out the fair on Saturday night.  

We have finalized the 2021-2022 4-H calendar and are 

happy to announce that the calendar includes dates, times, 

and locations for major Black Hawk County 4-H events from 

September 1 through August 30 (the 4-H year)! A new 

series of events on the calendar this year includes a 

monthly, virtual Fun with 4-H event, as we had a few 4-Hers 

asking when we were doing more virtual 4-H nights. We 

encourage non-4-Hers to participate in the Virtual Fun with 

4-H as we hope this can also be a series of events used as 

a recruitment tool for our 4-H program.  We have also done 

our best to list dates of our major 4-H events so families can 

be sure to get them on their calendar in advance.  

Working toward Recovery 

As our state works toward recovery, ISU Extension and 

Outreach Black Hawk County has been supporting Iowans 

in reviving the Iowa economy, including the farm economy 

and supporting Iowans in improving financial security. 



 

 

• 4-H and volunteers raised 1068 pounds 

of fresh poultry through the Broiler Chick 

Project given to the Northeast Iowa Food 

Bank. 

• Exhibited a booth at several community 

events promoting programming and 

financial security information at back to 

school events, neighborhood block 

parties, farmers markets and more. 

• Participated in a statewide media 

campaign including radio, television, 

social media, streaming tv, billboards to 

bring awareness to Iowans on what ISU 

Extension and Outreach is.  

• Created the Black Hawk County 

Microloan Program to provide access to 

small loans, business training, and 

coaching targeted to small business 

entrepreneurs from black, indigenous, 

populations of color, minoritized 

populations, and underserved low-

income areas.  

Looking ahead to 2022, ISU Extension and 

Outreach Black Hawk County will  This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination 
statement or accommodation inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 
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• Develop a strategic plan for Black Hawk County’s future;  

• Promote small business support opportunities through 

microloans and a small business partnership; 

• Promote Community Economic Development podcasts 

and resources;  

• Explore ways to support local food growers and the 

impact of local spending on the economy. 
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