
 

 

The Allamakee County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with extension 

staff. From needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the 

council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. Now. 

Always. 

Thank you for your support. 

Serving the People of Allamakee County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Allamakee County began 2020 

focused on the following efforts: 

Support Iowa State University Extension and Outreach to 

meet local needs, improve quality of life and help make our 

county a better place to live. 

• Economic Development   

• Food and the Environment   

• Health and Well-Being   

• K-12 Youth Outreach   

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU 

Extension and Outreach prioritized health and safety as we 

developed new ways to bring research-based education to 

the people of Allamakee County. We remained open for 

business and we continued to educate, engage, and serve 

Iowans. 

• During the onset of COVID staff worked remotely and/or 

in shifts at the office. 

• We were available by telephone or email. 

• We placed a table in our foyer as a drop off and pick 

station. 

• In June we began welcoming the public into the office 

with safety precautions in place. 
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2020 IN ALLAMAKEE COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Allamakee County for a #STRONGIOWA: 
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• Becky Rea, K-12 Program Coordinator, 
put together 4-H at Home kits. Each kit 
contained six individual lesson plans and 
activity specific supplies for youth to 
complete on their own time, at their own 
pace.  Lessons ranged in topic from 
cosmic art, to pet treat challenge, to 
straw rockets.  Each individual lesson 
plan included background information on 
the topic and a do, reflect, apply 
application.   
 

• Crops  During the summer of 2020, 
individual field calls were still conducted 
in person during the growing season 
while following social distancing 
guidelines. Normal phone and e-mail 
contacts also occurred. During this time, 
ISU Extension crop meetings and field 
events were shifted to online offerings. 
This summer, all ISU Research Farms 
worked together to offer a virtual 
statewide “Field Day” which was 
conducted during the week of August 1, 
2020. Over 1,000 people participated in 
the five educational sessions offered 
during that week.   

• Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
Program (VITA) was initially shut down 
due to the COVID epidemic. We started 
a drop off site to help families file their 
taxes and proceeded with follow up 
phone calls when taxes were prepared. 
Staff and volunteers were still able to 
help Iowans, while keeping everyone 
safe.  

• The Iowa Food Hub launched an online 
farmers market in April with curbside 
pick-up and home delivery options. They 
added drop-sites in Waukon, Postville 
and West Union. They assisted area food 
pantries with produce purchases from 
local farms. We assisted the Waukon 
Farmers Market with social distancing. 

Providing a County Fair Experience 

Although the traditional fair was not possible because of the 
pandemic, ISU Extension and Outreach Allamakee County 
worked with our partners to provide an alternate experience 
to demonstrate and showcase the work of our 4-H youth. 

• Static exhibits were dropped off by 4-H’ers to be judged 

State Fair style with minimal contact. 

• Allamakee County offered 4-H livestock “show and go’s” 

for the youth. 

• All livestock shows were live streamed for audience 

viewing.  

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Allamakee County is deter-
mined to help Iowans help each other. Looking ahead to 
2021, we will be looking at ways to provide opportunities to 
improve the economy.  
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Programming Pivots during COVID • As gathering restrictions impacted face-to-face program-
ming, human sciences specialists adapted to these 
changes to meet the needs of early childcare providers. 
Environment Rating Scale Trainings were offered 
statewide in various locations in partnership with DHS and 
Child Care Resource and Referral. Human sciences spe-
cialists adapted to the gathering restrictions by offering 
these classes virtually through Zoom and Canvas Plat-
forms. Allowing to meet the need for these trainings virtu-
ally and to open all trainings to providers statewide, mak-
ing them more accessible.  There have been 295 partici-
pants in the series through October.  


