2018 IN ADAMS COUNTY
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research and resources. We are working with the people of Adams County for what we all want:
a strong Iowa.
Adams County Extension Council
Every Iowa county has an elected extension
council that guides local educational programming
by partnering with staff. From needs assessment
through program implementation and evaluation
of outcomes, the council represents the issues
and people of the county.
We have identified these local issues as priority
topics for current and future programming:

Happy Birthday to Adams
County Extension!
The 100th anniversary of Adams
County Extension was held on
October 12th and it was a great
celebration with Dr. John Lawrence
presenting the Extension council
members with their 100th
anniversary plaque. Over 90 people
attended the event.

 Economic Development example

Economic Development

 Food and the Environment example

Eighty individuals received assistance filing their 2018 income tax
return through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)
program with Adams County Extension. VITA serves individuals
with incomes below $57,000. Participants received income tax
credits and federal and state income tax refunds through the
program. Refunds are used to help reduce debt and spent locally
to help the local economy. The VITA program is offered at no cost
to participants from February 1 to April 15.

 Health and Well-being example
 K12 Youth Outreach Example

Extension Council Members
We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation
better than we found it.
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K-12 Youth Outreach
Clover Kids is an introduction to 4-H for youth in kindergarten
through second grade. Clover Kids meet once a month at the
Extension office with a chance to learn new games, crafts and
healthy snacks. Twenty-five Clover Kids participated during 2018
and the highlight of the year was learning about farm safety.
4-H youth leader training is offered on a yearly basis which has
provided a strong base of community volunteers for the 4-H
community clubs. The enrollment numbers for Adams County
continues to hold steady even as school enrollment and county
population has declined.

Health and Well-Being
Agricultural producers and commercial pesticide
applicators are required to have a pesticide
applicator license to apply restricted use
chemicals to crops. Private and commercial
pesticides licenses require two hours of
continuing education each year to stay certified.
In 2018, Adams County Extension facilitated
trainings with over 125 private pesticide
applicators and over 50 commercial pesticide
license holders in the county.

Meeting the Needs of Older Citizens
“Time Out” newsletter for Senior Citizens is an important project
that is undertaken each month. People “55 and over” make up
35 percent of the total county population. By targeting this
population, Adams County Extension publishes the Time Out
newsletter. It is unique in that articles are written by those 55 and
over. Volunteer teams of senior citizens assemble over 500
newsletters each month for delivery. The teams deliver them in
multiples of five’s to banks, churches, clinics, senior citizen meal
sites, hospital and other locations around the county with
advertising sold each month to support the effort.

Food and Environment
ServSafe™
A certification program for food service managers
developed by the National Restaurant
Association. Twelve people participated in the 8hour training and statewide 2,510 attended
providing the citizens of Iowa a safe food supply
as they eat out in restaurants across the county
and state.
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Safe Food
Food safety training was offered for all food
service employees with 20 people attending.
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