
Winneshiek County Extension 

Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Economic Development example 

 Food and the Environment example 

 Health and Well-being example 

 K12 Youth Outreach Example 

Economic Development 

The Northeast Iowa Food and Farm Network had its first gathering 

in November 2016, and bloomed into a robust, active group over 

the course of 2017 supported and facilitated by staff member Kayla 

Koether.  

The network helps farmers, especially beginning farmers and those 

accessing local, niche, or non-traditional markets, learn together 

and form strong relationships with others who share their 

experiences. As a result, network members have helped each 

other access new markets, set goals, and find social support in 

2017.  

After two gatherings in 2016, the network met 11 times in 2017 and 

visited seven farms in Northeast Iowa. In addition, network 

members selected  

Health and Well-Being 

The Infant/Toddler Environment Rating Scale, (ITERS), is a 
nationally recognized scale that evaluates the quality of infant/
toddler programs. In this 4-part series participants learned about 
the ITERS and how to use it for self-assessment. Participants 
evaluated their own program and begin to create an action plan to 
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Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Winneshiek County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
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We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 
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Above: A map of the farm locations of some of 

the inaugural Northeast Iowa Food and Farm Net-

work members. More points were added in 2017. 



make quality changes in their infant/toddler 
program environment. Center program directors/ 
supervisors can earn points on the Iowa Quality 
Rating System (QRS) by attending this series. 
Decorah attained record attendance during its 4 
sessions in February and March. 

Food and Environment 

The award-winning 

Water Rocks! youth 

education program 

made two visits to 

Carrie Lee 

Elementary School 

in 2017. Water 

Rocks! partners 

with the Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources, Leopold 

Center for Sustainable Agriculture, the Iowa 

Water Center and Iowa Learning Farms, 

among others, and offers multiple learning 

modules to choose from when they visit 

schools. They work with teachers to determine 

which best fit the audience, and the time 

constraints for the event.  

Through a combination of STEM (science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics) 

and the arts, especially music, to educate the 

next generation on all things water, Water 

Rocks! challenges and inspires all Iowans 

towards a greater appreciation of our water 

resources. 

 

“Thank you so much for making the trip to Decorah yesterday. The lesson was 
great and fit perfectly into what we are doing in my classes and with our field 
trip...The kids enjoyed the activity AND learned AND applied concepts AND 
talked about it outside of class. I hope we can involve you again in either a field 
trip or class presentation.”-Meg Storkamp, Decorah Middles School, 7th grade 
science. 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

4-H is full of leadership and learning opportunities for youth 

grades K-12. The purpose of the 4-H County Council is to grow 

strong high-school aged leaders. The 23 council members 

visited Winneshiek county public and private schools during 

National 4-H week, and reached over 250 4-5th graders with 

information about getting involved in 4-H.  The Clover Kid after 

school program reached 50 youth and the Summer Kids Club 

reached over 45 youth in grades K-3. Both K-3 programs 

focused on STEM, creative arts, and healthy living.  

The Winneshiek County fair had 1,457 entries in 2017 with the 

top projects ranging from: creative arts, family consumer 

science, and market beef. The 4-H year ended with total 

enrollment of Clover Kids (K-3rd) and 4-H members (4-12th 

grade) equaling 443 youth! 

Residents of the Aase Haugen Nursing Home were excited to 

see the colorful patterns of the fleece blankets made by 

Winneshiek 4-H County Council members.  They were thankful 

for the handmade donations. The council chose to do this during 

their holiday celebration meeting in December. 
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Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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