
Every Iowa county has an elected 

extension council that guides local 

educational programming by partnering 

with staff. From needs assessment 

through program implementation and 

evaluation of outcomes, the council 

represents the issues and people of the 

county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Economic Development  

 Food and the Environment  

 Health and Well-being  

 K12 Youth Outreach  

SHELBY COUNTY  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University re-

search and resources. We are working with the people of Shelby County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
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We want communities and farmers to thrive, and 
families and children to be healthy. We want to turn 
the world over to the next generation better than we 
found it. 
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BEGINNING GARDENING 
 

Fourteen individuals participated in a three part series on 
gardening. Local Master Gardeners and the Extension  
Nutrition and Wellness Specialist presented topics: 
Where do I begin?, What do I do now?, and Preserving 
the Taste of Summer.   
This series was offered in conjunction with the City of 
Harlan to offer gardening plots in the community garden 
for any member of a youth organization.  Shelby County 
4-H members participated in the program, selling and 
donating more than 400 pounds of 
produce.  4-H’ers learned about plant-
ing and caring for the plants, timing of 
produce, selling to a food hub, donat-
ing to local organizations and market-
ing their products. 
Thanks to ISU Extension and Out-
reach nutrition education, Master Gar-
deners and ISU Research and 
Demonstration Farms, more than 
62,000 pounds of fruits and vegeta-
bles have been donated  into the Iowa 
food pantry system.  



PASTURE WALK 

On July 27, 2017, Shelby County cattle producers 

attended a pasture clinic sponsored by Shelby County 

Extension and the Shelby County Cattlemen.   Shelby 

County is responsible for marketing over 16,000 head of 

cattle per year.  Shelby County has over 44,000 head of 

cattle in the county and ranks 24
th
 in all cattle and calves 

in the state of Iowa. Cattle production in Shelby County is 

a viable economic business.  A pasture walk was 

conducted to give producers a chance to observe 

rotational grazing operations on the Dave Schwarte farm 

in rural Irwin.   Producers also heard presentations from 

Chris Clark, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 

Beef Specialist on nutritional management and cow-calf 

production.   Shawn Shouse, Iowa State University 

Extension and Outreach Ag Engineer gave 

demonstrations on watering systems.  Aaron Saeugling, 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, Field 

Agronomist discussed weed control and selecting grass 

species for pasture management.  Over 20  beef 

producers attended the clinic.    

Shelby County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, disability, 

ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, 

sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all prohibited bases 

apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to Ross 

Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, 515-294-1482, 

ISU Extension and Outreach   

Shelby County 

906 6th Street 

Harlan, IA  51537 

712-755-3104 

AG FESTIVAL 
 

On September 11, 2017 Shelby County Ex-
tension, in partnership with Shelby County 
Catholic School, Farm Credit Services of 
America, and the governor’s STEM advisory 
council southwest Iowa region, put on an Ag 
Festival which drew nearly 400 local partici-
pants. Businesses from the Shelby County 
area provided hands-on, agriculture related 
activities for youth of all ages, focusing on 
careers in agriculture.  4-H Youth Develop-
ment builds skills in young people to im-
prove their college and career readiness, 
close the educational achievement gap and 
encourage young professionals to commit to 
rural Iowa. Last year Iowa 4-H reached 
about 100,000 K-12 youth.  

SCHOOL’S OUT 
 

During the 2016-17 school year, Shelby 
County Extension offered a “School’s Out” 
program for youth grades 2-6 on non-school 
days.  Thanks to the partnership with the 
Harlan Community Library and a Governor’s 
STEM Scale-up Award, we were able to of-
fer a Maker Space for over 50 youth 
through out the school year.  
Youth  were engaged in a variety of maker 
activities: woodworking, circuitry, video pro-
duction, sewing, painting, engineering de-
sign and much more. 
STEM Scale-up participants scored an av-
erage of 3 points higher in National Percen-
tile Rank in math & reading, and 4 points 
higher in science, compared to all students 
statewide. 
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