
Ringgold County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Connect locals with Iowa State University 

Extension and Outreach professionals 

 Increase ag programming specific to 

needs 

 Promote food safety and healthy lifestyle 

 Provide additional educational 

opportunities for youth 

Economic Development 

4-H Youth and community partners raised money for the 4-H Fund 

by providing a meal to fairgoers.  The planning and preparation 

was led by a former 4-H member and 4-H County Council carried 

out the event.  Youth enhanced some life skills, including but not 

limited to: budgeting, food safety, communication, reflection.  

Legislative Coffees provided an opportunity for community 

members  to learn from our elected officials as well as share their 

concerns and items of importance to take to the State House.  All 

the Coffee’s were well attended with much sharing done.  

Extension staff moderates and hosts the event.   

 

RINGGOLD COUNTY  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Ringgold County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  

Extension Council Members 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 
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Health and Well-Being 

Ringgold County Health Fair:  The Ringgold 

County Hospital hosted this event in which 

Extension participated.  It was an excellent 

method to present educational information as well 

as healthy fall foods and in season fresh 

vegetables and fruits.  More than 150 community 

members participated learning as well as 

sampling the food. 

Iowa’s Healthiest State Walk: Ringgold County 

Extension 4-H worked with new community 

partners (Ringgold County Hospital Health & 

Wellness group and Ringgold County Wellness 

Coalition) to host a Healthiest State Walk.  The 

walk took place on the trail at a community park 

in Mt. Ayr with 30 plus people participating.  The 

group included all ages with 4-H’ers, 

developmentally-challenged, community 

members, hospital employees. 

Not only was the event successful but our walk 

was the winning recipient of a $1000 prize.  The 

hosts donated the money to the city of Mt. Ayr to 

help with the costs of installing a new walking trail 

at the community park. 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Youth, their parents, and child care providers 

learned about gardening from Family educators.  

After a story, identification of fruits and 

vegetables, and taste testing each child planted a 

strawberry to take home with them and to care 

for.  It was a multi-generational experience that 

had a happy ending when the strawberries were ready to pick.  

Some even came to the county fair!  
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County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 

ISU Extension and Outreach   

Ringgold County 
101 N. Polk St. 

Mount Ayr  IA  50854 

641-464-3333 

www.extension.iastate.edu/ringgold 

Food and Environment 

ServSafe was presented to business owners in the food busi-

ness representing several counties.  Barb Fuller, Human Sci-

ences Specialist, presented the education. 

Ash Borer was identified in Ringgold County.  Several people 

attended the educational presentation to tend to the future of 

our trees as well as to be informed about what to look for and 

how to make good decisions about tree care, removal and or 

replacement.   

Farmers/applicators increased their knowledge by attending the 

Private Pesticide Applicator training and Commercial Applicator 

Training. Start To Farm programs were provided emphasizing 

Cash Flow Budgeting, Pasture Renovation, and Improving Pas-

ture Production.  Cash Rental Rate and Land Value information 

is always useful to our farmers, ag lenders, and others land 

owners in making future decisions regarding selling, buying, 

and/or renting farm land.   


