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Palo Alto County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people of 

the county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority 

topics for current and future programming: 

 Literacy 

 Supporting programs for our aging 

population 

 Education about poverty 

 

Our Mission 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach wants a strong 

Iowa. Our goal is to provide education and build partnerships 

designed to solve today’s problems and prepare for the future. We 

do this by being everywhere for Iowans. ISU Extension and 

Outreach serves as a 99-county campus, connecting the needs of 

Iowans with Iowa State University research and resources.  

Our vision is a strong Iowa. 
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PALO ALTO COUNTY  
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Palo Alto  County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  

In 2017, Iowa State University Extension and 

Outreach in Palo Alto County received a grant 

from the Palo Alto County Gaming Development 

Corporation to add a handicap accessible ramp 

and door in the back of the building. Signage at 

the front informs the public of the new addition. 

Extension Council Members 



Economic Development 

ISU Extension and Outreach in Palo Alto County 

worked with the community of Graettinger and 

Trees Forever to apply for a Community Visioning 

Grant. Graettinger received the 2018 Iowa’s 

Living Roadways Community Visioning Grant in 

November. Iowa communities that need to 

improve their transportation systems, including 

entrance corridors, streetscapes, sidewalks or 

trails, are encouraged to apply. Graettinger’s 

Community Visioning Grant starts in January.  

Food and Environment 

ISU Extension and Outreach in Palo Alto and 

Emmet counties teamed up and introduced 

Women, Land and Legacy in 2017. Topics 

covered included marketing and farm taxes, and  

two events, a conservation tour and a fun night of 

painting, were held. Each event had more than 

20 women in attendance.   

Estate planning and conservation events, as well 

as some coffee hours, are planned for 2018. 

These events will include educational information, 

a meal, and an opportunity for networking.  

Thank you to Farm Credit Services of America for 

being our 2017 sponsor. Because of their 

generosity, the participants attended all events 

free of charge. 

 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

A multi-county workshop, Exposing the Light 

Within Photography, was held in June at the 

Water's Edge Nature Center near Algona. 4-H’ers 

from Palo Alto, Kossuth, Humboldt, Hancock and 

Winnebago counties, along with several adults, 

learned how a camera and new photography 

techniques such as Camera Obscura work. Using 

these techniques, 4-H’ers got a better under-

standing of exposure and lighting. Participants 

got to step inside a camera and see how light 

reflects and flips upside down, exploring the law 

of optics. They also explored exposure through 

Cyanotype, a photographic printing process. At 

the end of the day, Clark Coby, the instructor 

from Iowa State University, demonstrated taking 

panoramic photos and showed ways to use a program such as 

Photoshop to change an image.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Human Sciences 

This spring ISU Extension and Outreach in Palo Alto County was 

part of a four-county pilot project to train child care providers, pre-

school teachers, parents and educators to use the research-based 

Dialogic Reading Method with children. Funded by a small grant 

from Early Childhood of North Central Iowa, four trainings were 

offered across the region. We trained 22 adults who reach more 

than 250 children. Participants shared positive feedback, with 86 

percent reporting positive changes in their knowledge about litera-

cy and 14 percent reporting positive views and high levels of 

knowledge of the literacy concepts shared.  

 

 

 

 
 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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Emmetsburg, IA 50536 
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 “Because of today’s training,   
I will be better at reading  

with children.” 
- Volunteer 

 

 

“[This training] made  

me think more about the way  

I read to kids. Don’t rush it, 

make story more interactive 

for  kids.”  

- Childcare provider 

 “Because of today’s train-
ing, I will be able to make 

read-aloud time more mean-
ingful and intentional…” 

- Preschool teacher 


