
Mills County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Thriving Communities 

 Sustainable and Safe Food System 

 Women in Ag 

 K12 Youth Outreach; 4-H, STEAM 

Thriving Communities 

Members of City councils, community non-

profit organizations and county staff 

received training to help them successfully 

apply for grant funding that would spur 

growth in their communities. 

MILLS COUNTY  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Mills County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  

Extension Council Members 
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healthy. And eventually, we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 
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Safe Food System 

 
ServSafe™  
A certification program for food service managers developed 
by the National Restaurant Association. 13 participated in the 
8-hour training. Statewide, 2510 attended.  
 
Food Preservation 101  
This program introduced 23 people to the importance of using 
recommended food preservation practices. During the two-
hour session, participants received research based publica-
tions and explored various canning supplies that will enable 
them to safely preserve quality foods for their families at 
home. 



K-12 Youth Outreach 

Extension partners with community groups and organizations to 

connect youth with caring adults, and provides experiential learn-

ing that prepares young people for future decision-making and 

careers. 

Over 1,000 K-5 youth learned 

about Science, agriculture,  

communication and healthy  

living through Extension pro-

grams; including Farm to 

School, Science Camp, Bread 

Baking,  Nutrition Fair, activities 

at the park and visiting a     

working farm. 

 
  In 2017, 136 first –fifth grade       
  youth explored science, art and         
  community service through the   
  “Activities to Enrich Students “     
  (ACES) after school program.                  
  Participants  also strengthen    
  communication, leadership and  
  academic skills. 

 
 These older adults established  
 intergenerational relationships    
 with ACES youth while reading  
 books and creating art together. 

       
FIRST Lego League introduces 
youth to real world problems 
while exploring Science, Tech-
nology and Communication.  
They conducted research to 
identify a potential solution to 
the problem of  limited water on 
earth, programmed a robot to 
complete a series of             
challenges, and presented  
their solution to an audience. 
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County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, disability, 

ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, race, 

religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

ISU Extension and Outreach   

Mills County 
61321 315th St. 

Malvern, IA 51551 

712-624-8616 

Sustainable Food System 
 
Under the leadership of Extension staff, local 
farmers interested in developing a sustainable 
food system, work together to plan and promote 
locally grown, healthy foods.  This year, they in-
vited the community to Night at the Harvest    
Dinner.  Sixty-five guests enjoyed a four course 
meal prepared by a regional chef utilizing all   
locally grown ingredients.  The farmers shared 
information about their farm businesses with din-
ers, helping them to connect with the origin of 
their food.  
This group also sponsors and supports educa-
tional events such as “General Agricultural Prac-
tices (GAPs) training and Farm to School        
programs. 

 
Women in Ag 
 
Extension is a strong partner in Southwest Iowa 
Women, Land and Legacy.  This cooperative  
effort of agencies and farm women focuses on 
providing education that empowers women to 
improve life in rural Iowa. 
In 2017, more than 150 women came together to 
learn about marketing grain, growing hops as an 
alternative ag business, and the importance of 
understanding all of the aspects of a power of 
attorney.  The Women Gaining Ground Confer-
ence provided a full day of learning about topics 
such as growing herbs, GMO’s, food preserva-
tion, and caring for older adults.  The majority of 
participants indicate they learn at least one thing 
they can incorporate into their lives from each 
session. 

 


