
Marshall County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Early Childhood Literacy 

 Cultural Youth Leadership 

 Youth Garden Education 

 Summer STEM Programming 

Early Childhood Literacy 

“Small Talk” is a series of free classes for parents of children up to 

30 months of age. The community-based program shows parents 

how they can create a rich language environment to help their 

child’s brain develop. During the classes, parents receive direct 

instruction, watch educational videos and participate in small group 

discussions. Then they take what they learn in class and practice 

at home. 

This program is a partnership with ISU Extension Family Literacy 

Specialist, ISU Extension in Marshall County and the Marshalltown 

Public Library. 
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Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Marshall County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
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We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 
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Cultural Youth Leadership 

The Marshalltown High School 4-H Club is 

empowering youth to reach their full potential, 

working and learning in partnership with caring 

adults focused on college readiness.  

Marshalltown youth of Hispanic and Asian 

heritage explored how their cultural legacy 

shapes them as future leaders in their 

communities during the Maize and Ujima 

Retreats from Iowa 4-H Youth Development. 

These retreats are “culturally-based youth 

leadership accelerators,” because connecting to 

young people’s cultural heritage, history and 

achievements speeds up their aspirations for 

learning, higher education and contributing to 

their local communities.  

Youth Garden Education 

ISU Extension in Marshall County offered eight 

weeks of garden education at six elementary 

school gardens and 10  weeks of garden 

education at the YMCA-YWCA. The youth 

enjoyed activities in the garden, learned how to 

harvest vegetables properly and even did some 

cooking. 

Staff and several volunteers, including Master 

Gardeners, have been busy with education at 

these gardens. More than 250 youth participated 

in the gardens. In June alone, there were 3,032 

contact hours with garden youth.  

 

Gardening is a topic that not every youth gets a chance to learn 

about because they may not have garden space at home.   

Summer STEM Programming 

A partnership of Marshall County businesses and schools came 

together to give the opportunity for all kindergarten through sixth-

grade students to attend week-long STEM camps at their 

neighborhood elementary schools. 

The summer STEM camps addressed community needs such as 

affordable summer learning programs, additional learning time to 

assist in bridging the gap of summer learning loss, and provide 

youth with hands-on learning experiences.  

More than 450 Marshalltown youth benefitted by attending the 

2017 summer STEM camps. 
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Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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