
Lee County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Economic Development 

 Food and the Environment 

 Health and Well-being 

 K12 Youth Outreach 

Economic Development 

Lee County Intern Connection is a partnership of Lee County 

Extension and Outreach, Lee County Economic Development 

Group, Fort Madison Partners, and Keokuk Area Chamber of 

Commerce.  The goals of LCIC are to:  provide interns an 

opportunity to get to know Lee County and enjoy their time while 

here; create a positive experience of Lee County that interns will 

share with their college colleagues and professors; and to recruit 

interns back to the area once they graduate.  We provided 3 lunch 

and learns and 3 evening networking events for eleven interns to 

get to know the community and enjoy their time while in Lee 

County.  Interns were introduced to the community, created a local 

network,  and built relationships in Lee County. 

LEE COUNTY  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Lee County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
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We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 
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Health and Well-Being 

Family Connections, Lee County ’s research-

based education program for parents, focuses on 

positive discipline, stress management, healthy 

living, and healthy parenting.  Lee County served:  

28 families; 38 parents/caregivers; and 70 

children. 

Lee County hosted it’s first “What About Me?  

My Wellbeing” class.  Seven retired individuals 

participated in the program to help them learn 

how to balance their lives socially, emotionally, 

financially, and physically. 

Food and Environment 

Farm Management Specialist Charles Brown led 

a Farmland Leasing meeting in August, with 

seven land owners attending.  Topics 

discussed included current land value & cash 

rental rate surveys, determining a fair cash rent, 

types of farm lease agreements, and an 

economic outlook. 

Lee County offered the Master Gardener program 

in 2017.  Four Master Gardener students 

graduated training in Lee County in November, 

and are planning a project with 4-H, Lee County 

Conservation, and the Lee County Health 

Department.  These collaborating organizations 

will build and cultivate four raised gardens on Lee 

County Conservation grounds.  Our Master 

Gardeners will teach gardening skills to 4-H 

youth. 

 

SHUCKS Magazine is a new, local publication by Mississippi 

Valley Publishing, featuring articles from ISU Extension and 

Outreach Specialists, including Regional Extension Education 

Director Janet Smith.  The magazine is published in the Spring 

and Fall.  Online Issues can be found here. 

K-12 Youth Outreach and 4-H 

Keokuk Art Club was formed in partnership with the Keokuk 

Art Center and the Keokuk Public Library.  A series of 

professionally led classes were offered to Lee County youth over 

three months.  These classes will continue throughout 2018, 

offering art lessons and new experiences to our youth.  Youth 

can express themselves and be creative. 

4-H Solar Eclipse Day Camp was held in Lee County on 

August 21, 2017.  The eclipse was a hands-on event, allowing 

youth to build the various devices they then used to view the 

eclipse.  14 Lee County students attended the day long camp, 

working with volunteers to not only view the eclipse, but 

understand why it happens.  Students watched NASA’s live feed 

throughout the day, as well as suggested videos offered by ISU 

Extension and Outreach.   

3rd Grade Outdoor Education Day was a full morning of 

education for Lee County 3rd graders from Fort Madison 

Community School District.  153 students and 8 teachers learned 

about a variety of topics, including:  animal health; farm 

equipment safety; ISU Extension and Outreach water rocks!; Lee 

County conservation; and more! 
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Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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