
Jones County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people of 

the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Economic Development  

 Agriculture and the Environment  

 Health and Well-being  

 K12 Youth Outreach  

Health and Wellbeing  

This fall Jones County Extension began 

working with the HACAP Mobile Food Bank to 

serve residents across Jones County.  In 

addition to providing food basics our staff is 

also providing resources in regards to financial 

management, Spend Smart Eat Smart, and 

other resources from ISU.  The Mobile Food 

Bank had over 900 residents in Jones County in 2017.   

Jones County Extension is also reaching out to the senior 

population in the County.  Through our Staying Independent series 

with the Senior Dining Centers we have been able to establish a 

relationship and will be continuing programming through 2018. 

Once a month we are also partnering with Above and Beyond to 

engage seniors in light learning through our Coffee Break 

discussions. 

Economic Development 

Jones County Extension through our partnership with Iowa State 

University, is able to provide research based data to assist our 

Chamber and Economic Development partners in the county.  We 

provide Retail Trade Analysis, county demographics, and research 

based data.  Engineered Welding partnered with the College of 

Engineering this past year to do a research study on energy 

produced from their welding stations and repurposed into electricity 
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for the facility.  This is just one example of the 

many touches ISU provides through ISU 

Extension and Outreach for the business 

community in Jones County.   

United Way Jones County was a new partner for 

Jones County Extension this past year.  Together 

we were able to impact lives across Jones 

County.  Specifically, we worked with local 

businesses and our 4-H members to pack over 

100 hygiene kits for those in need.  

Agriculture and Environment 

Frosty the Cow, a calf simulator from the School 

Of Veterinary Medicine, made her debut in Jones 

County this year providing research based 

programming for the Women in Ag group on 

different calving scenarios.  Partnering with our 

ag specialist. Meaghan Anderson, over 50 local 

residents were able to get hands on training 

about Palmar Amaranthus this spring.  In addition 

Jones County offered soil conservation training, 

webinars on various livestock and crop issues, 

and farm leasing information.  We provided to 

more then 300 individual training for pesticide 

operators . 

 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Jones County 4-H and Clover Kids achieved an enrollment in 

excess of 400 members this past year.  Youth across the county 

were exposed to a variety of research based programming.  

Extension staff engaged in partnering with Anamosa Middle 

School to bring a Stem Festival to over 100 attendees.  Library 

partnerships brought robotics and other STEM activities to the 

hands of kids in the county.  Our Summer Discovery program, 

which is based on STEM learning, is now in its 15th year and 

continues to reach over 100 youth each summer thanks to our 

partnership with City Councils and local schools.  A Robotics 4-H 

specialty club launched this last year in Anamosa through a 

partnership with St Patrick's School—the program had 21 

registered 4-H members.  The club ended the year with a tour of 

all the STEM and Robotic opportunities in Jones County provided 

by our local businesses.  A chance to step inside and see real live 

robots at work!  Frosty the Cow provided a unique opportunity for 

the youth of Jones County to receive hands on training in various 

techniques and scenarios around calving.  We wrapped up the 

year with our 4-H clubs providing community service through 

United Way programming, HACAP Share and Care offerings, and 

Operation Christmas child. Jones County 4-H was able to provide 

local and global impacts this year!  
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Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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