
Jasper County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Economic Development 

 Food and the Environment 

 Health and Well-being 

 K12 Youth Outreach 

Economic Development 

According to the 2015 Annual Population Estimates, 18.3% of the 

population in Jasper County is age 65 or older. According to the 

US Census Bureau’s 2011-2015 American Community Survey, the 

median household income for Jasper County is $55,053 and 9.6% 

of people have incomes that place them at or below poverty level.  

For these individuals, ever-changing income tax laws and 

electronic filing requirements make the system increasingly difficult 

to navigate. Hiring a tax professional is costly and, therefore, may 

create a financial hardship for Jasper County individuals. The 

Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP), which is sponsored 
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by ISU Extension and Outreach, offers free tax 

counseling, preparation, and filing. Through this 

Tax Assistance program, residents overcome the 

barriers of complying with federal and state 

income tax laws.  The program also offers them 

convenient access to electronic filing and 

possible refunds.  During the 2017 tax filing 

season, 636 local residents were served by our 

Tax Assistance Program.  From these returns, 

more than $856,000 was generated for Jasper 

County residents through refunds received.  

Food and Environment 

Agriculture remains an important part of 

Jasper County’s economy and culture.   

This ever-changing sector faces many new 

challenges and it is the responsibility of ISU 

Extension and Outreach to deliver research-

based information to achieve a strong Iowa.  

Working with State Specialists and Field 

Specialists from ISU Extension and Outreach, 

Jasper County has delivered various agriculture-

focused programs, with topics including:  lawn 

care, composting, farmland leasing, dicamba 

herbicide, pesticide applicator training, women 

marketing grain, and manure management. 

Jasper County Master Gardeners have logged 

442.7 volunteer hours and 68.6 continuing 

education hours in 2017. Valued at $22.25/hour, 

they donated $9,850.08 worth of service to the 

community. In 2017, the Master Gardeners had 6 

active members and 2 new trainees successfully 

complete their first years’ service requirements. 

Master Gardeners volunteered on various 

projects including: educational booths at the 

Newton Farmers Market, care and maintenance 

of the Newton Arboretum, and maintaining a 

donation garden to provide fresh produce to local 

food pantries. In 2018, Jasper County Master 

Gardeners will seek to expand the donation 

garden and increase the number of volunteers by 

holding a Master Gardener 

trainings in Newton.  

 

A newly created local 

foods program is working 

to increase the production, 

sale, and consumption of 

locally produced food in Jasper County. In 2017 the local foods 

program has created a Jasper County Local Foods Directory that 

lists various farms and businesses in order to make local foods 

more accessible to the public. Jasper County Extension and 

Outreach will begin holding ‘Market Farmer Meetups’ for local 

farmers who are producing and selling various local foods. These 

meetings will allow producers to build a stronger social network 

among themselves and to have a greater exchange of 

information with ISU Extension and Outreach. Looking forward to 

2018, the Local Foods Program will be taking part in project to 

increase farm-to-school purchases and to promote local farmers 

markets.     

 

 

 

 

 

Health and Well-Being 

Extension invests in the health and well-being of Iowa 

children 

The future prosperity of Iowa, and the U.S., depends on our 

ability to support our next generation.  Affordable, high-quality 

child care and preschool provide a foundation for lifelong 

productivity. Indeed, research confirms that investments in 

comprehensive early-childhood services are among the best 

investments we can make. In Jasper County, eighty-three 

percent of children under the age of 6 need child care while their 

parents work, and there is an ongoing need for well-trained child 

care professionals. Early Care & Education (sponsored by Iowa 

State University Extension and Outreach) works to support early 

child care programs  within the county through a variety of local 

training, educational materials, coaching and technical 

assistance. Programs offered help providers meet 

recommendations for staff training, health and safety guidelines, 

and meaningful adult/child interactions. During Fiscal Year 2017, 

approximately 100 hours of training were offered on a wide range 

of topics, in addition to 164 technical assistance requests from 

programs in the area. 



K-12 Youth Outreach 

Jasper County 4-H is a youth- based organization 

with 361 members, including Clover Kids (K 

through 3
rd

 graders), divided among 14 

community clubs with 35 volunteer leaders.  

Through 4-H, youth have an opportunity to gain 

specific knowledge and expertise with one of our 

four special interest clubs:  Archery, Canine 

Connection, Equine Experience, and First Lego 

League. Countywide educational opportunities 

include 4-H Officer Training, Project Workshops, 

Meals from the Heartland, & Festival of Trees 

(where each club chooses a charitable 

organization to support, creating a community 

service project within their perspective clubs).  

Seven Senior 4-H members attended the State   

4-H Leadership Conference at Iowa State 

University in June, while 19 Junior 4-H members 

received a “behind the scenes” tour of the Henry 

Doorly Zoo during an overnight 4-H camp-out at 

the facility. Two senior 4-H 

members were educated on 

government procedures and 

citizenship as they attended the 

Citizens for Washington Focus 

Trip to DC. 

K-12
th
 grade outreach 

opportunities has helped educate 

a total of 1,200 students in Jasper 

County. Summer Camp programs 

held during the month of June 

included “STEM Days”, 

babysitting classes, FIRST Lego 

League, JR. FIRST Lego League, 

and classroom time with students 

performing various STEM 

activities. The FLL team, Jasper 

County 4-H Gearbots, had a very 

successful season. The team 

competed at regional competition, 

advancing to the state competition 

in Ames. The team also presented 

their Global Innovation Idea at 

state competition which led to a successful day. The team was 

awarded 1
st
 place and advanced to the world competition in St. 

Louis. Their Global Innovation Award advanced them to 

Washington DC in June of 2017. The team has a “Patent 

Pending” on their idea and continue to meet throughout the year.  
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County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 
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Jasper County 

550 N 2nd Ave W 

Newton, IA  50208 

641-792-6433  

www.extension.iastate.edu/jasper 


