
Extension Council Members

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 

Jackson County Extension Council

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Together We Build

 Legal Aid for Older Adults

 Stay Independent, Three Meals a Day

 Computer Science STEM Programming

Together We Build 

The Jackson County Fair Board and Iowa State 

University Extension & Outreach/4H work together 

to provide research-based learning opportunities 

for our citizens. We anticipate trends, build 

relationships, and catalyze opportunities because 

we are part of the ongoing life of our communities, 

committed to healthy people, healthy environments, 

and healthy economies. 
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JACKSON COUNTY 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Jackson County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  



With these goals in mind, the Jackson County Fair Board and 

Extension are joining forces to bring an Outreach Center to 

Jackson County. After more than a year of collaboration, we 

have a steering committee in place to oversee fundraising 

and building efforts. We are also excited to have the support 

of the Foundation of Jackson County, which will provide 

leadership and administrative services for this effort. 

WHY AN OUTREACH CENTER? 

An Outreach Center will allow us to strengthen families, 

empower youth and grow our communities by expanding 

educational and training programs with a focus on health and 

nutrition, STEM, and agriculture. It will also draw new 

programs and events to Jackson County, positively impacting 

our county’s economic development. 

Current facilities are not able to offer these opportunities. 

Extension is currently housed in the basement of the 

Jackson County Courthouse and must offer the majority of its 

programs offsite due to increased security. Meanwhile, the 

Fair Board is facing the need for many costly repairs of its 

current facility. 

The new center will address these challenges by including 

space for the Extension office as well as a conference room, 

a certified commercial kitchen, and a Training/Event Center 

with state-of-the-art technology for events and meetings. It 

will also offer space for an extended 4H food stand at fair 

time as well as larger restroom/shower facilities for those 

using the Fairgrounds throughout the year. 

Together We Build: Letter Invitation 

You are invited to join the Together We Build 
Campaign for a new Jackson County Fair and 
Iowa State Extension/4-H Outreach Center on 
the Jackson County Fairgrounds in Maquoketa. 
The Jackson County Fair Board, Extension 
Council, Board of Supervisors, and others have 
assembled a team to oversee the planning, 
fundraising, and construction of a new facility 
that will house our Jackson County/ISU 
Extension Offices, a conference room, certified 
commercial kitchen, and a 300-seat, state-of-
the-art Training/Event Center. We believe the 
Center will allow for the expansion of 
educational and training programs and 
opportunities with Extension while also offering 
the community an additional venue for 
meetings, parties, corporate events, etc. 
Located at the present site of Boyer Hall, it will 
also offer space for an expanded 4H food stand 
at fair time, and larger restroom/shower 
facilities for those using the Fairgrounds 
throughout the year. We have partnered with 
the Community Foundation of Jackson County, 
an affiliate of the Community Foundation of 
Greater Dubuque, to provide leadership, 
experience, and gift acknowledgement services 
for your tax records. If you have additional 
questions, please contact us, or any other 
member of the steering committee. Thank you 
for your consideration! 
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Computer Science STEM 

Programming 

Funding of $10,000 from the Iowa Farm Bureau 

Share Program was received to purchase 

equipment for Iowa State University Extension, 

Jackson County to provide computer science 

programming to youth in grades K-6 attending the 

summer school programs in Jackson County for 

the enrichment program portion. Programming 

will continue into the school year throughout the 

next several years. Youth explored computer 

coding through the use of Bee-bots, Dash and 

Dot robots and I-pads.  Bee-bots taught pre-

school thru 1st grade youth sequencing, 

estimation, problem-solving, and just having to 

have fun with coding.  Dash and Dot robots let 

youth explore more in depth coding, engineering, 

and problem-solving.  Computer Science 

programming was also used in the College for 

Kids series, Andrew 21st LEAP, Easton Valley 

STEM Night and Family Dollar Family Fall 

Festival. 

Legal Hotline for Older Adults 

You might not be aware of the Iowan Legal 

Hotline, http://sites.lawhelp.org/. It is the first 

place to get information and advice about elder 

law issues.  The site provides information to 

Iowans who are 60 and older.  The Hotline 

services are free and confidential.  By seeking 

out legal advice when you need it, you can 

prevent and resolve legal problems, avoid being victimized, 

remain independent and make better life planning decisions. 

There are ten Iowan attorneys who specialize in Medicaid Law. 

This program was presented to ENCORE group of 25 at 

Maquoketa Center – Clinton Community College. Call 1-800-992

-8161 weekdays 9am-4:30 pm or write the Legal Hotline at 1111

Ninth Street, Suite 230, Des Moines, IA 50314. Leave a 

message at hotline@iowalaw.org  

Topics covered by the Hotline include: 

• Consumer and Finance (home repairs, debt problems, 

utility issues) 
• Guardianship

• Health Care for Elders (Medicaid, prescriptions, health care 
directives and insurance) 

• Individual Rights (privacy, elder abuse)

• Nursing Home & Long Term Care (resident rights, paying 

for care) 

Pictures show youth working with computer coding skills using Dash and Dot 

robots with I-pads.  Programs were held throughout the county in afterschool, 

summer school, computer science camps, STEM nights, and family events.   

http://sites.lawhelp.org/
mailto:hotline@iowalaw.org


• Other Issues

• Public Benefits and Elders (social security, 
Medicaid, elderly property tax credit, 
energy assistance) 

• Wills & Life Planning  

Live Independently, Three Meals a Day 

Human Sciences Specialists partnered with East 

Central Intergovernmental Authority (ECIA) to 

teach classes at an apartment complex in eastern 

Iowa. Residents in the apartment complex in 

Sabula met the guidelines of Eastern Iowa 

Regional Housing Authority (EIRHA), which has a 

mission to “provide decent, safe, and affordable 

housing for eligible households, provide self-

sufficiency, create economic independence, and 

provide home ownership opportunities.” This 

apartment complex provides housing for low-

resource seniors and persons with disabilities. 

Two nutrition and wellness-focused classes were 

provided to residents in the Sabula apartments in 

2017.  
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The class in March- attended by nine residents (1 male, 8 females)- 

was called “Veg Out” and focused on teaching the importance of 

increasingone’s vegetable intake. The class in September- 

attended by ten individuals (1 male, 9 females)- was called “Stay 

Independent, Three Meals a Day” and focused on including various 

food groups in one’s diets. Food samples, recipes, and various 

handouts were provided at each class. The class provided 

residents with the opportunity to not only learn important 

information, but also allowed for relationship-building through fun 

and laughter.  

As a result, the residents decided to each bring a different dish and 

have a shared meal together at the conclusion. In addition, 

evaluation results were very positive about intended behavior 

change to include more vegetables in future meals and to better 

plan for eating three meals a day.    
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