
Iowa County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected 

extension council that guides local 

educational programming by partnering 

with staff. From needs assessment 

through program implementation and 

evaluation of outcomes, the council 

represents the issues and people of the 

county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Economic Development 

 Farm Land Lease Meeting 

 Food and the Environment 

 Power Pollinator Day 

 Health and Wellness 

 ServSafe 

 K12 Youth Outreach 

 Project Workshop Extravaganza 

Economic Development 

Farmland Leasing Meeting Increases 
Understanding of Rental Agreements 
 

ISU Extension and Outreach in Iowa County hosted a 
farmland leasing meeting on August 2nd at the Iowa County 
Extension Office in Williamsburg. The annual meeting 
included information on land values and cash rent trends, 
cost of production, methods for determining a rental rate, and 
legislative updates regarding leases and communicating with 
tenants or landlords.  
 

The most recent cash rental rate survey for Iowa shows that 
rent values across the state of Iowa have declined for the 
fourth consecutive year, dropping by 4.8 percent from 2016. 
However, rents for individual farms should be based on 
productivity, ease of farming, fertility, drainage, local price 
patterns, longevity of the lease, and possible services 
performed by the tenant.  

IOWA COUNTY  
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Iowa County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
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We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be healthy. And 

eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation better than we found it. 
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ALLIANT ENERGY OPERATION RELEAF 
 

Alliant Energy along with ISU Extension and Outreach, Iowa County and Iowa DNR 
distributed trees and educated participants on tree planting and care April 19, 2017 at 
Iowa County Fairgrounds in Marengo.  Eligible Alliant Energy customers could pur-
chase up to two trees for $25 each (average retail cost per tree is $65.00) with the re-
maining cost funded through a grant from Alliant Energy.  The program helps custom-
ers save energy in their homes using trees to provide shade during the summer and 
create wind breaks during the winter. 
 

Trees available for purchase were Tuliptree, Kentucky Coffeetree, Royal Star Magno-
lia, Chinkapin Oak, White Oak, Norway Spruce, Ginkgo ‘Princeton Sentry’, and Hon-
eylocust ‘Skyline’.  Trees were 3-8 feet tall in 7-10 gallon containers.  

Iowa County Master Gardener’s Highlights 2017 
 

 Tomato tasting at Marengo Public Library 
     28 community members in attendance 
 

 Iowa County Master Gardeners awarded a 2017 scholarship to 
Dakota Cooling in the amount of $1000.00.  Dakota is attending 
Upper Iowa University pursuing a degree in Conservation Man-
agement. 

 

 4-H Club Flower Buckets Contest at the Iowa County Fair 
 Awarded $100 to People’s Choice Flower Bucket with  
 106 fair patrons casting votes, to:  Pilot 4-Her’s 
 Awards in the amount of $50 Each Category 
 3 Flower Bucket Categories 
  Most Colorful 
   Awarded to:  Marengo Motivators 
  Best Use of Plants 
   Awarded to:  Fairview Zippers 
  Most Unusual 
   Awarded to:  Hilton Happy Hustler 
 

 Succulent Container Planting Party 
On March 26 at Iowa County Extension Office, Williamsburg, 
Iowa, Iowa County Master Gardeners supplied the soil, four 
small succulents, and decorative items. Participants brought 
their own container suitable for planting small succulents. 

Lynn Rush 
Master Gardener Coordinator 



 
 
 

The U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control estimates 1 in 6 Americans 
(48 million) experience foodborne illness each 
year, with 3,000 resulting in death. Iowa 
lawmakers took action on the food safety 
issue with new guidelines that went into effect 
January 1, 2014 requiring food establishments 
to designate a Certified Food Protection 
Manager (CFPM) to oversee the safe food 
handling, preparation, and service of food 
items. Six managers from Iowa County 
foodservice establishments attended 
ServSafe between January and October 2017. 
These establishments, Iowa Valley Care 
Center, Brickhouse Coffee Company, RS 
Enterprises (sells edible cookie dough), 
Amana Colonies Golf Club, and Neuhaus 
Kaffee, serve up to 200 people per day. 
Rachel Wall, Human Sciences Specialist, 
Nutrition and Wellness teaches the ServSafe 
class which meets the CFPM requirement 
upon passing the exam.  To register for an 
upcoming class, visit: bit.ly/isuservsafe  
 

Food and Environment 

Pollinator Power Day 

The first ever Pollinator Power Day captured 
the wonder of eighty 3rd grade students from 
Mary Welsh Elementary School on 
Wednesday, May 24th at Monsanto’s 
pollinator habitat east of Williamsburg. The 
Williamsburg habitat was used as a learning 

Agronomy in the Field 
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ServSafe®  
Ensures Safe Food 

is served in 

Iowa County 

Agronomy in the Field is a year-

long program targeting women in-

terested in knowing more about 

crop production. Meaghan Ander-

son led 10 sessions in the field 

with more than 20 women from 5 

counties participating. Topics 

ranged from corn and soybean 

emergence, soils, water quality, 

weeds and crop scouting to cover 

crops and pasture management. 

The program will continue via 

webinar in the winter. The Benton-

Iowa County cohort was supported 

by funds from a North Central Re-

gion SARE grant, Rose Danaher 

and the Price Creek Watershed 

Project, and Benton and Iowa 

County Extension. 

https://register.extension.iastate.edu/servsafe


zone to share facts in a hands-on 
way that enabled pupils to gain a 
greater understanding of pollinators 
and their impact in our world.  The 
event showcased honeybee hives, 
Monarch rearing tents, native 
prairie plants, and various kinds of 
insects.  ISU Extension and 
Outreach, Iowa County partnered 
with Monsanto to challenge pupils 
to become Agricultural Engineers 
using the information about how 
pollen is transferred to design hand 
pollinators. 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Project Workshop Extravaganza 
Wednesday, March 8th, an early 

out day for all schools in Iowa 

County, provided a wonderful 

opportunity for 4-H members of 

Iowa County as we hosted the first 

Iowa County 4-H Project Workshop 

Extravaganza at the Williamsburg 

Community High School.  The 45 

members in attendance could 

attend workshops in 

Communications, Food and 

Nutrition, Photography, Sewing, 

Woodworking, and Welding.  

Seven presenters shared 

information on how to do projects in these 

areas, how to complete write ups and 

interviews for the projects they enter at the 

fair, fair rules, and judges’ expectations.  

Members of the 4-H Youth Council assisted 

with the workshop and presenters.  

Project Workshop Extravaganza 

(Top center) Kathy Krafka Harkema, presenter, talks about 4-H Photography 

projects.  (Bottom left)  Jim Baack, presenter, assisting 4-H member during 

Welding Workshop.  (Bottom right)  Iowa County Youth Council member Kortni 

Gensley helps 4-H members learn proper measuring techniques at the Food and 

Nutrition Workshop. 
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