
Howard County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

 Economic Development  

 Food and the Environment  

 Health and Well-being  

 K12 Youth Outreach  

Economic Development 

Community partners are working within a 

NICC Sector Board to collaborate ideas and 

processes to educate  young people from   

our county communities and give then the opportunity to be trained 

in skilled jobs without having to attend several years in college.  

Matching skills and jobs available in the workforce  in our 

communities and then making this information available for these 

students to learn and work into.  Yearly Ag Outlook meeting covers 

marketing, crop conditions, estate planning.  Over 80 ag production 

attendees take part in this learning event  which Trent Loos was 

the featured speaker in 2017.  RAGBRAI 2017 was an overnight 

guest in Cresco.  The community along with Extension Staff and 4-

H Clubs welcomed over 20,000 people  on July 27, 2017.  4H 

clubs manned food stands and staff volunteered in the community 

event. 

 

HOWARD COUNTY  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of (Insert Name) County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  
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We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 
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Health and Well-Being 

For over 22 years we have conducted Farm Safety 

Days in Howard County.  This September 2017 there 

were 122 fourth grade students from Trinity School, 

Notre Dame and Crestwood.  Stations were Fire and 

Smokehouse, Animal Safety, Electrical Safety, 

Propane Safety, Tractor-Semi Safety, ATV-

Snowmobile Safety,  Grain Bin Safety, Chemical 

Safety, Drive Simulator, PTO Safety, and Helicopter.  

Main speaker was Madi Frye, who is 4 years old, and 

had an accident a year ago on her grandparents farm 

cutting her hand off in a non-operating auger.   Her 

grandparents  and mother shared with the students the 

story and instilled safety precautions.  The lessons 

learned about safety will make an lasting impression 

on these students hoping to save someone else from a 

farm accident.  Commercial Pesticide trainings are held 

educating over 60 commercial applicators. and Private 

Pesticide trainings are held in Cresco, Protivin and 

Riceville for over 250.  Commercial and Confinement 

manure trainings are held each year training 

applicators on application methods, safety, and laws. 

Food and Environment 

Emerald Ash Borer was identified in the city of 

Cresco in Howard County.  A public meeting was 

held so residents and rural property owners could 

be informed on the actions that need to take 

place.  Presentors were from ISU Extension, 

DNR and IDALS.   Master Gardeners provided 

free education webinars in the winter and 

summer for gardeners.  They also manned a 

table at the Howard County Fair making flower 

halos.  Their annual plant sale at the fair provides 

monies for continuing education opportunities. 

Continued learning about gardening and 

horticulture subjects for the public and for master 

gardeners. 

 

 

 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

Howard County 4-H had 187 members within ten 4-H clubs in the 

county.  Clover Kids K-3 programs were held in four locations(2 in 

Cresco, 1 Riceville, and 1 Saratoga area) in the county with 76 

clovers enrolled.   

Static fair exhibits and 

livestock areas were 

strong at the 2017 Howard 

County Fair.  The swine 

project was in its second 

year with 34 students 

raising swine projects at 

the Reicksview Ag 

Education Center and then 

showing at the Mighty Howard county Fair.  Swine students 

attended seminars presented by industry experts in the swine 

project.     

Thirty child care professionals, almost all from Howard County, 

piloted the new workshop Flora, Fauna, and Family Engagement. 

Participants explored hands-on activities while learning the 

importance of both family engagement and nature. based play 

experiences and how both link to high quality child care. The 

professionals wrote action plans that included goals like family fun 

nights and providing more natural elements in the classroom. 

Geri Tlusty was  inducted into the 4-H Hall of Fame at the 2017 

Iowa State Fair.  Geri has been a long-time supporter of 4-H and 

served on the Youth Committee as well as helping out at the 

county fair each year.   
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County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

ISU Extension and Outreach   

Howard County 
132 1st Avenue West  - Cresco, IA  52136 

563-547-3001   www.extension.iastate.edu/howard 


