
Extension Council Members 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 

Harrison County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local topics for 

current and future programming: 

 Agriculture and Natural Resources 

 Community and Economic Development 

 Families and Healthy Living 

 4-H and Youth Outreach 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Many entomologists consider this past summer to be the worst 

year for Japanese beetles (Popillia japonica) in Iowa. Our office 

received many phone calls about these beetles defoliating peoples 

favorite trees and shrubs. The main information callers were 

searching for is how to kill them and when will they go away. 

People found that killing them was difficult due to the number of 

beetles on the landscape and their ability to travel. The good news 

is that the adults died after forty days. Many factors, such as soil 

temperature, control the amount of Japanese beetles that visit our 

county, there is no way to tell what next year will bring. 
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HARRISON COUNTY  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research 

and resources. We are working with the people of Harrison County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  



Our fall was busy with hosting the commercial pesticide 

applicator, continuing instruction courses. Applicators attend 

these courses annually or they must retest after three years. 

Throughout November and December we hosted the following 

courses: aquatic, forest, and right-of-way pest management, 

ornamental and turfgrass management, fumigation, commercial 

ag weed, insects, and plant disease management, and pest 

control management.  

In September, our staff set up a booth at the local farmers 

market, located at the Welcome Center on Highway 30. We had 

handouts that covered a wide array of topics from growing 

vegetable to trimming trees. Questions regarding insects were 

numerous and insect related handouts were the first to go.  

Community and Economic Development 

The meaning of grassroots is that the ideas and the work come 

from the bottom up. This is exactly what is happening in Harrison 

County with the Iowa Pest Resistance Management Plan. ISU 

Extension and Outreach in Harrison County is assisting Harrison 

County which is one of four counties in Iowa working on this 

management plan. The goal for this project is to work alongside 

farmers, ag lenders, agronomists, COOP’s, Iowa State 

University, chemical companies, land owners and more, to 

change the mindset of farmers when making crop-related 

decisions. As a group we want farmers to include pest resistance 

into their planning and management.  

The Harrison County pilot project is focusing on four weed 

species; Palmer amaranth, marestail, waterhemp, and giant 

ragweed. The pilot project will identify two locations per weed 

(one in the Loess Hills and the other in the Missouri River valley). 

Testing chemical effectiveness as well as planning, rotation of 

practices and modes of action will help in determining resistance. 

Field days will demonstrate our findings and the information that 

we gain will help other Iowa communities address these same 

issues and preserve the effectiveness of current and future 

management tools. 

What does it mean to be a master gardener?  

It means that you have knowledge of plant species and how they 

grow. It also means that you give back to the community 

Program Spotlight:  

Raising School Ready Readers 

Raising School Ready Readers (RSRR) is a pilot 

program that helps kids work on their reading abilities 

with the guidance of their parents. Harrison and 

Fremont were two counties selected for this pilot 

program in southwestern Iowa. 

RSRR addresses the six major areas of literacy through 

hands on, parent guided, activities. The six areas of 

literacy include: concepts of print, phonological 

awareness, oral language, letter-sound knowledge, 

comprehension, and writing. 

Examples from concepts of print include; reading aloud 

and reading a message written to your child.  Examples 

from phonological awareness include; finger plays and 

singing favorite songs. Examples from oral language 

include; sorting animals and I spy. Examples from letter-

sound knowledge include; creating your own alphabet 

book and making a family photo book. An example from 

comprehension is to retell a favorite story using props. 

An Example from writing would be to make your own 

writing box. 

This was a five week program that took one and a half 

hours each week. At the beginning of every session, a 

supper was provided while the parents watched a video 

outlining the nights, areas of literacy. After the video, the 

parents would go table to table, working with their 

children on the twelve different activities. At the end of 

the night, each child took home their own book and a 

packet of all the night’s activities to practice with. Three 

families totaling five children participated. 

The picture below; shows an activity where the kids 

practiced writing out letters in a fun, interactive way 

using dish soap, corn syrup, and food coloring. 

Get In Contact:  

Dee Colwell 

colwell@iastate.edu 



because you care. You want to help people 

through community gardens, city beautifications, 

farmers markets and more. This year we hosted 

continuing education webinars covering multiple 

topics including urban tree selection, gardening 

with youth, and landscaping for wildlife.  

Continuing education is very important, master 

gardeners must have at least ten hours every 

year. Getting out in the community is even more 

important with twenty volunteer hours required. 

This makes a huge impact in the community. In 

2017, $4,094 worth of time was donated in our 

county. Projects include helping neighbors 

landscape their yard, watering the flowers outside 

the library, and pruning rose beds.  

Money can be difficult to talk about but Shane 

Ellis, ISU Extension and Outreach Farm 

Management Specialist, did a great job doing just 

that, during our Farmland Leasing Program. 

Before the new land price is revealed, he 

discusses the world market for corn and 

soybeans. Row crops have a direct correlation 

with the land prices in Iowa. Much more than 

prices are covered during the leasing meeting. 

Contracts, best practices to rent from a neighbor, 

crop shares, fencing laws, and beginner farmers 

federal programs are all discussed. 

Families and Healthy Living 

Parents want their children to succeed in school 

and are willing to support their children’s 

development but often do not know how or where 

to begin. Family storyteller is designed for 

parents to be an integral part in helping their 

children read. This is a six week program for 

preschoolers and their parents. Parents learn 

how to read to their children by asking them 

questions about comprehension and using 

expressions. Each week the class reads one book and does one 

activity together. Families take home another book and three 

additional activities.  

ServSafe is a certification program for food service managers 

developed by the National Restaurant Association. This program 

discusses food hazards and the proper way to handle food. The 

goal is to prevent food borne illnesses as well as providing 

education for better management practices. Every restaurant, 

school, place of work that handles and serves food, must have a 

trained manager. This year, our nutrition and wellness specialist, 

Barb Fuller, trained 34 people in Harrison County. 2,510 people 

were trained statewide. 

Our babysitting program is one of the most far reaching county 

programs that we have. It is done in each of the six school 

districts of our county. Each class is three sessions and 

participants must be in 4th grade or up. They go through ages 

and stages, where they learn the needs of the children as they 

grow. This includes learning how to care for infants and toddlers, 

as well as practicing bathing babies, using life size dolls. They 

also touch on the basics of first aid.  

On October 4th, we walked to make a healthier Iowa. Step by 

step, Iowans in every county made strides to achieve the 

healthiest state initiative. 

Top Left: Farmland leasing program presented by Shane Ellis.  

Top Right: Milkweed Tussock Moth Caterpillar 

Bottom Left: Participants in Walk Iowa, The Healthiest State Initiative. 

Bottom Right: A dad working through an activity with his daughter. 



4-H and Youth Outreach 

Nearly three hundred youth participated in the 

Harrison County 4-H program. At the county fair, 

4-Hers from nine clubs, exhibited; 621 projects, 

66 communications, 11 horses, 5 dogs, 94 

rabbits, 33 goats, 22 sheep, 225 poultry, 42 beef, 

3 cats, and 78 swine. Harrison County was well 

represented at the Iowa State Fair as well. Our 

youth took 38 projects, 15 communications, 8 

beef, 27 poultry, and 14 rabbits, winning many 

purples and distinguished awards. 

Mid-July we hosted a three day robotics camp. 

Twenty kids participated in furthering their 

knowledge on robotics and gaining valuable team 

building skills. Teams assembled their robots to 

complete challenges that used distance, speed, 

direction and color obstacles. We had eight 

teams totaling seventy-one youth, grades 4th 

through 8th, participate in the First Lego League 

(FLL) regional event. Harrison County filled three 

of the six state qualifier positions. 

The 4-H goat clinic was one of our most 

successful programs of the year. We had fifty-

seven youth and adults attend a day clinic full of 

education and hands on demonstrations. A vet 

from ISU talked about the health of goats 

including nutrition, diseases and parasites. The 

owner of a local Dairy called Does and Divas, 

discussed the process of making different dairy 

products such as cheeses and soaps. The 

afternoon was full of clipping, grooming and 

showmanship lead by Mary Wadsworth and 

Boettger Boers. 
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County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be 

directed to Ross Wilburn, Diversity Officer, 2150 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 

50011, 515-294-1482, wilburn@iastate.edu. 

ISU Extension and Outreach   

Harrison County 

304 East 7th Street 

Logan, IA 51546 

712-644-2105  

www.extension.iastate.edu/harrison 
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Left: Robotics Camp 

Middle: 4-H Goat Clinic 

Right: Solar Eclipse Camp 

2017, was special because of a once in a generation event, 

the Solar Eclipse and being so close to totality (97% cover-

age). On August 21st, we hosted a day camp with twenty-one, 

4th-6th grade students. The day consisted of activities that 

focused on the sun. The kids learned how to make sun dials 

to tell time, use a pizza box and aluminum foil to cook 

s'mores, make a pin hole box to safely see the sun as well as 

learning facts about the milky way galaxy, plus so much more. 

Their favorite part was watching the sun ‘disappear’ and 

‘reappear’ on the other side of the moon through their safety 

glasses. 


